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Thousands demand Ryzhkov resign 

MOSCOW (R) — Tens of thousands of demonstrator marrtwH rttnyioh 
Moscow Sunday to demand the resignation of the Soviet government. It 
looked like being one of the laigest-ever unofficial demonstrations in the 
Soviet capital since the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Hundreds of people 
lined the route despite steady drizzle to express support for the marchers, 
many of whom waved pre-revohitiooary blue, red and white Russian 
banners. Moscow’s radical mayor, Gavriil Popov, said the demonstrators 
wanted Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov to step down and make way for 
fast economic reform. “Down with Ryzhkov,” “down with the Ryzhkov 
government," read hundreds of homo-made slogans waved by the 
marchers. The march comes on the eve of a parliamentary d ebnte on 
economic reform at which Ryzhkov, head of government for the past five 
years, is presenting a programme for a measure d transfer to a w« t M** 
system. 
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Saud in Moscow to establish ties 

MOSCOW (R) — Saudi Arabia's Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al Faisal 
arrived in Moscow Sunday to sign an accord establishing diplomatic 
relations after a break of half a century, TASS reported. Prince Saud was 
welcomed at the airport by Soviet Foreign Minster Eduard Shevardnadze, 
the official new agency said. "He is due to hold negotiations," it added. 
The report said Prince Saud would also bold a news conference but did not 
say bow king he would stay in Moscow. The Saudi foreign minister said in 
remarks published Sunday in Riyadh that the Soviet Union's firm stand 
against Iraq in the Gulf crisis made the timing right to resume relations. 
"Id riew of the positive role played by the Soviet Union in ensuring 
security and stability in the world in general and the Middle East in 
particular, I believe the time is now more opportune than ever to set up 
active and effective ties between the two countries." he told the Okaz 
newspaper, (see page 2). 
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Delegates from various Arab countries, including 
Palestinian leader Nayef Hawatmeh (in tight suit), 


attend Sunday’s sessions of an Arab conference 
the Gulf crisis (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan). 


Arab conference decides 
to defy Iraq blockade 
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By I .amis K. Andonl 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A meeting of Arab 
political parties and popular orga- 
nisations has decided to send a 
shipload of food supplies and 
medicine with a symbolic parti- 
cipation of Arab women and chil- 
dren to Iraq as one step to chal- 
lenge the embargo against Iraq. 

Organisers of the meeting, 
which opened here Saturday, told 
the Jordan Times that the ship 
would depart from one of ihd 
Maghreb states to an Iraqi poj$ 
defying a U .S.-led naval blockade 
against Iraq. The idea was origi- 
nally presented by a number of 
political parties from Morocco, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Libya, 
which are fimetiomng as one bloc 
at ttae conference. 

During Sunday’s session the 
organisers read out an appeal by 
the unified leadership of the in- 
tifada to Libya and Algeria to cut 
off oil supplies to the West and 
support Baghdad in its confronta- 
tion with the West. 

"Struggle is the only way to 
defeat the fleets and armies; so 
let ns direct all of our efforts to 


break the blockade against Iraq," 
said the intifada leadership's call, 
'which was welcomed with loud 
applause. 

Representatives of more than 
120 political parties and organisa- 
tions from nine Arab countries 
discussed means to counter the 
Western military build-up in the 
Gulf for die second consecutive 
day. 

The “Conference of Arab 
Popular Movements Against 
Western Military Intervention 
(and) m Solidarity with Iraq” .is 
organised by the Jordanian Arab 
National Democratic Alliance 
(JANDA), a predominantly lef- 
tist coalition. 

The three-day conference, 
which is scheduled to conclude, 
Monday, has also decided to form 
a committee to follow up the 
implementation of its recom- 
mendations and to maintain coor- 
dination among Arab political 
parties and popular organisa- 
tions. 

“Keeping up coordination is 
relevant for the formation of a 
unified front against Western in- 
tervention and in support of 
Iraq,” Issam Shabi from Tunisia 


Top Iranian 
team in Iraq 


V ir:“ £ ' Combined agency dispatches 

■ rl'-E A SENIOR IRANIAN delega- 
tion arrived in Baghdad Sunday 
c ■- fz,-, w patch up relations following 
; ■ the 19S0-88 Gulf war amid signs 
it:*"’’' of a new alliance spurred by 
hostility towards America that 
\:t ^A'oould help Iraq puncture U.N. 
• sanctions. 

* The Iranian group was led by 
Deputy Foreign Minister for ihr 
ternational Relations Manushahr 
:' J . Mutaqi, the Iraqi News Agency 
'*“• (IN A) reported. 

1 : - l ~ He said 'be will discuss a 
prisoner-of-war (PoWs) ex- 
change,- border issues and 
reopening embassies in each 
other’s capitals, the agency said. 
■ .< The Iranian visit follows last 
r.->; Sunday’s ground-breaking visit to 

Tehran by Iraqi Foreign Minister 
; . Tareq A 2 iz. 

; i A wen-informed Iranian source 
Iran agreed to ship consign- 
ments of food and medirine to 
Iraq as “humanitarian aid” in 
w return for 200,000 barrels of free 
refined ofl a day. 

ekifl ^ Tehran Tones daily, which 

i - is dose to the Iranian govem- 
OK™ fflent, denied that Wednesday. 

£T' But Western an'd Arab oQ experts 
v ^ have said a deal was made. 

The U.N. embargo is reported- 
ly strangling Iraq’s economy and 
i* r supply, and Iraq has offered 

. y- •v!ftj;^ ree to Third World countries 
-j break the embargo. 

The bnddragfoui-Iraq alliance, 
^^^ ftwe ver expedient, between the 
tf.y k \ [^erstwhile foes comes as Iran is 
f^ ^^ foaping many benefits from the 
" ^'’iCrisis triggered by Iran’s Aug. 2 


■sff 


jfv i Tehran is making billions of 
N -jtf fdollars from oil prices poshed up 

flf 5 llen ex P orts fro® fraq 

were blocked by the U.N. 

'^^fmbafgD. 

■Si * 'L a? Iraq accepted Tehran’s terms 


for a peaceful settlement of the 
Gulf war in a move widely seen as 
a bid to free Iraqi forces to face a 
massive buildup of U.S. and 
other troops in Saudi Arabia. 

The Tehran Times said Satur- 
day Mutaqi 's trip would also 
prepare for a visit to Baghdad by 
Ir ania n Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati. 

The two countries have started 
releasing PoWs and Baghdad has 
pulled its troops out of pockets of 
Iranian territory. 

While keeping quiet during the 
first weeks of the Gulf confronta- 
tion, Iran has become increasing- 
ly vocal in its attacks on the U.S. 
presence in the Gulf. 

“By nature, the presence of the 
United States in any part of the 
world will automaticaly create 
tension,” Tehran's radical Abrar 
dafly said Sunday. 

“The U.S. presence in Islamic 
lands will bring nothing for Mus- 
lims but corruption and destruc- 
tion.” 

In Tehran, 168 of the 270 
members of Iran’s Majlis, or par- 
liament, Sunday signed a docu- 
ment supporting Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei's call last week for a 
holy war against the United 
States. The official Islamic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported. 

Rafsanjani said Sunday that 
American statements about set- 
ting up a security system and the 
permanent stationing of U.S. 
forties in the Gulf was u in no way 
acceptable.” IRNA reported. 

Recent events have bolstered 
Iranian President Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani’s moves to rebuild bridges 
with the West, despite radical 
opposition at borne. 

The European Community last 

week began negotiations with 

(Continued on page 6) 


told the Jordan Times. 

The final communique was ex- 
pected to demand an immediate 
withdrawal of U.S.-led foreign 
troops from the Gulf and the 
implementation of all United Na- 
tions resolutions pertaining to 
both the Gulf crisis and the Mid- 
dle East conflict. 

According to JANDA officials, 
the conference will announce a 
series of activities across the Arab 
World on a regular basis to 
broaden and activate opposition 
to the Western military presence 
in the Gulf. For example, they 
said, the committee to be set up 
by the conference will call for a 
certain popular function — such 
as demonstrations, fund-raising 
campaigns and strikes — on the 
6th of each month, marking the 
daze iu August when Western 
troops arrived in Saudi Arabia. 

The drafting committee, which 
met twice Sunday and expected 
to meet again Monday morning, 
was also considering a call on 
Arab workers to boycott the 
handling of American shipments 
to the Arab World on certain 

(Continued on page 6) 


Baghdad 
rejects 
U.N. curb 
on food 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq 
Sunday formally rejected as un- 
just and humiliating a U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
allowing food to be distributed 
under outside supervision to fore- 
igners trapped in Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

The Foreign Ministry, in a 
statement quoted by the Iraqi 
News Agebcy (INA), also said it 
would not accept an envoy 
appointed by U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
to oversee the operation. 

A cargo ship with 11,000 tons 
of food left India Sunday with 
U.N. permission to break the 
embargo against Iraq and bring 
relief supplies to 120,000 Indians 
stranded in Kuwait. A dozen 
Indian Red Cross workers was 
aboard the vessel to help distri- 
bute the food. 

The Security Council, in voting 
late Thursday to allow humanita- 
rian food supplies through its 
blockade of Iraq and Kuwait, said 
distribution of the food must be 
monitored by the U.N. or huma- 
nitarian agencies like the Red 
Cross. 

The decision by the 15-nation 
body was seen as clearing the way 
for India to send its cargo ship. 

The VIshwa Siddhi set sail from 
the port of Cochin Sunday and 
was expected to arrive at the 
southern Iraqi port of Umm Qasr 
in about five days. 

“The Iraqi people and govern- 
ment proudly reject dealing with 

die latest hunulitatuig and unjust 
resolution:., the sending of food 
supplies to certain people should 
be normal and free or it will not 
be,” the Iraqi statement said. 

Regarding Perez de Cuellar’s 
appointment of Sadruddin Aga 
Khan as personal representative 

(Continued on page 6) 


Aga 

Khan 

arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan, the 
personal representative of the 
United Nations secretary 
general for humanitarian 
assistance related to Gulf crisis 
and in particular the problems 
of Third World nationals, ar- 
rived in Amman Sunday even- 
ing on a four-day visit to Jor- 
dan to assess the food needs of 
foreigners in Jordan, Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Aga Khan said in a press 
statement upon arrival that he 
would inspect the conditions of 
the evacuees in Jordan, "since 
the plight of the evacuees is a 
humanitarian problem that 
calls for immediate measures 
to ensure their quick return to 
their countries.” 

Aga Khan called on all the 
U.N. agencies and organisa- 
tions to do their utmost to 
ensure the repatriation of the 
evacuees. 

Aga Khan said the U.N. 
“cannot ignore the problems of 
Jordan resulting from the pre- 
sence of these large numbers of 
evacuees on its land.” He said 



Sadruddin Aga Khan 

U.N. agencies and organisa- 
tions concerned in develop- 
ment were discussing the issue. 

Aga Khan lauded Jordan's 
efforts aimed at offering all 
possible facilities to the eva- 
cuees and for allowing them to 
pass through its land? He said 
as a U.N. representative he is 
committed lo abide by all U.N. 
Security Council resolutions, 
taking into account that human 
considerations come in the first 
place. 

Aga Khan was received at 
the airport by the director of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan's office, Michel 
Hamarneh, Prince Hassan's 
political advisor Hussein 
Touqa and the resident repre- 
sentative of the United Nations 
Development Programme in 
Jordan, Dr. Ali Atiqa. 


Islamic leaders 
launch initiative 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — Leaders of Islamic 
movements from 10 Arab and 
Asian countries Sunday con- 
firmed that they were launching a 
political offensive aimed at pre- 
venting a war in the Gulf. They 
also announced that a delegation 
left Amman for Saudi Arabia 
Sunday with an initiative which 
calls for the replacement of the 
Western forces in Saudi Arabia 
with Arab and Islamic troops. 

Addressing a press conference 
early Sunday, Mohammad Abdul 
Rahman Khalifeh, spiritual lead- 
er of the Muslim Brotherhood in 
Jordan, announced the initiative. 
“Our main goal is to avert a 
devastating war,” he said. 

Khalifeh said the Islamic lead- 
ers had held a meeting in Amman 
last week and decided to launch 
the initiative. 

His Majesty King Hussein was 
briefed on the initiative during a 
meeting with a delegation repre- 
senting the conference Saturday. 

The delegation included 
Palestinians and representatives 
from Jordan, Pakistan, Malaysia, 
Tunisia, Yemen, Syria. Egypt, 
Sudan, Algeria and Turkey. 

Hassan Tourabi, leader of 
Sudan's Islamic movement, 
avoided condemning either Iraq 
for invading Kuwait or Saudi 
Arabia for inviting foreign troops 
into its territory which house 
Islam’s most sacred sites. 

But Tourabi said Muslims 
would fight if American troops, 
now numbering more than 
100,000, did not leave Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

“If they refuse to leave, then 


there will be resistance all over 
the Muslim World against their 
presence and ultimately they 
have to leave,” he said. 

Kbalifah said Egypt, which Sun- 
day pledged 15,000 more troops 
to "the Gulf, had barred seven 
representatives of its Islamic 
movements from attending the 
Amman meeting. 

The delegation planned to 
meet Saudi Arabia’s King Fahd 
and members of Kuwait’s toppled 
government before going on to 
Baghdad and Tehran. 

Tourabi, flanked by Khalifah 
and Rashid Ghannouche, head of 
Tunisia’s Islamic Renaissance 
Movement, said the delegation 
wanted Arabs to solve the Gulf 
crisis. 

"We shall focus on an Arab 
Islamic solution,” he said. 

He did not say whether the 
delegation had any fresh propos- 
als but called for the Gulf crisis 
and the Arab- Israeli conflict to be 
solved together. 

Judge Hussein Ahmad from 
Pakistan also addressed the press 
conference, outlining the objec- 
tives of the new offensive. 

The offensive will be guided by 
Islamic principles and faith, and 
will seek to end conflicts among 
Muslim nations. 

Khalifah and his colleagues 
stressed at the press conference 
that the Islamic groups will 
emphasise the principle that a 
nation's wealth is for all Muslims 
and should be dispensed with in 
accordance with the Islamic rules ' 
and for the common good, and 
that wealth should be fairly and 
equitably shared among Muslims 
to ensure development. 

They said that holy war is 
required whenever there is need 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


King, Ben Bella discuss Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein discussed the Gufr 
crisis with former Algerian Presi- 
dent Ahmad Ben Bella who ar- 
rived in Amman from Baghdad 
Sunday. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King briefed Ben 
Bella on Jordan's efforts to find a 
political solution to the problem 
within an Arab framework. 

Petra quoted Ben Bella as 
saying King Hussein should “con- 
tinue his efforts with Arab lead- 
ers to keep the Gulf crisis within 
an Arab context and help curb an 
escalation caused by foreign in- 
tervention/' 

The meeting at the Royal 
Court was attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

King Hussein had wel- 


comed Ben Bella Friday upon his 
arrival in Amman on his way to 
Baghdad. 

Ben Bella spent two days in 
Baghdad, during which he se- 
cured Iraq's agreement to free 
old and sick French nationals. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
earlier be had criticised the buil- 
dup of Western forces against 
Iraq and affirmed “his strong 
belief in Iraq's victory against 
imperialist and Zionist threats.” 

Ben Bella, who lives in exile in 
Switzerland, is planning to return 
to Algeria later this month for a 
long-promised political comeback 
after 14 years in prison and nine 
in exile. 

He was a key figure in the 
revolution against French rule in 
Algeria and became president af- 


ter independence, but was ousted 
in a 1965 military coup. 

King meets Moroccan envoy 

King Hussein also met on Sun- 
day with Ahmad Ben Sudeh, the 
political adviser of King Hassan 
of Morocco. The envoy delivered 
to King Hussein a message from 
the Moroccan monarch dealing 
with the Gulf crisis and current 
efforts to find an Arab solution, 
Petra said. 

The message also was a follow- 
up to the discussions King Hus- 
sein had with King Hassan during 
a North African tour he made late 
last month. The meeting at the 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
and the King's Political Advisor 
Aduan Abu Odeh. 


Iraq broadcasts Bush’s 
message, then refutes it 


Combined agency despatches 

U.S. PRESIDENT George Bush 
told Iraqis in a television broad- 
cast Sunday they stand “on the 
brink of war" because of the 
invasion of Kuwait, and Iraqi 
television followed up with a sca- 
thing response from the Iraqi 
president. Saddam Hussein. 

Bush, in a taped message from 
the White House, said, “Iraq 
stands isolated and alone." 

“Saddam Hussein tells you that 
this crisis is a struggle between 
Iraq and America. In fact, it is 
Iraq against the world.” said 
Bush, standing in front of his 
desk with the American flag be- 
hind turn. 

Iraqi Television broadcast the 
Bush message Sunday evening 
around 7 p.m. local time (1500 
GMT). At the White House, 
spokesman Sean Walsh said the 
U.S. embassy in Iraq said the 
broadcast was shown in its entire- 
ty- 

“Iraq finds itself on the brink 
of war,” Bush said. 

But he said. “War is not inevit- 
able. It is still possible to bring 
this crisis to a peaceful end." 

Bush pulled a paper from his 
pocket and quoted the Iraqi pres- 
ident's words in a Nov. 28, 1988. 


Habash challenges Bush 
to open negotiations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Palestinian leader George Habash Sunday 
rejected the assertions U.S. President George Bush made in a 
message broadcast on Iraqi Television and challenged Bush to open 
negotiations for comprehensive peace in the Middle East, starting 
with the implementation of the various United Nations Security 
Council resolutions on the Palestinian problem and Lebanon and 
then the Gulf crisis. 

“I have listened to Mr. Bush's speech," Habash said in a 
statement to the Jordan Times. “It will not convince anybody, but 
everyone will ask a big question: Where is international legitimacy 
in the Palestinian problem and the South Lebanon question?" 

“If Mr. Bush is sincere, then let us sit down at a table and discuss 
the implementation of all United Nations resolutions; on the 
Palestinian problem, on South Lebanofi and on the Gulf crisis," 
Habash said. 

Mr.Bush may be able to deceive the American people,” he said, 
"but he cannot deceive the Arabs." 


speech saying “an Arab country 
does not have the right to occupy 
another Arab country.” 

If Iraq invaded another Arab 
state “we would want Arabs to 
send their armies to put things 
right. If Iraq should become in- 
toxicated by its power and move 
to overwhelm another Arab 
state, the Arabs would be right to 
deploy their armies to check it," 
Bush said. 


Thousands of demonstrators 
took to the streets of Baghdad 
and other Iraqi cities in anti- 
American demonstrations even 
as Bush's brief address to Iraqis 
started. 

Bush said he wanted to explain 
to the Iraqi people why the inter- 
national community had re- 
sponded with such “determina- 

(Continued on page 6 ) 


Iraqis open border with S. Arabia; 
Kuwaitis leave, claiming persecution 


KHAFJI, Saudi Arabia (R) — 
Kuwaitis streamed into Saudi 
Arabia by the thousand Sunday, 
convinced Iraq was determined to 
obliterate Kuwait's identity as an 
independent country. 

The refugees — men, women 
and children packed into cars and 
small trucks loaded with suitcases 
— took advantage of an unex- 
pected Iraqi decision to throw the 
border open and abandoned a 
country they said was rapidly 
descending into chaos and ruin. 

They contended Iraqi troops at 
checkpoints stripped them of 
passports, money, identity cards 
and other papers. Some hid 
money in their clothing but many 
arrived penniless and had to 
scrounge petrol to reach refugee 
reception centres in Saudi cities, 
they said. 

Kuwaiti officials vetting the 


arrivals for possible Iraqi infiltra- 
tors said 3,000 families bad cros- 
sed Saturday, when the border 
first opened. Another 3,000 cros- 
sed or were waiting to cross on 
Sunday, they said. 

The refugees said Jaw and 
order bad broken down in Kuwait 
as Iraqi troops combed the cities 
for resistance fighters, Kuwaiti 
flags and portraits of the toppled 
emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, who fled when Iraqi 
forces invaded on Aug. 2. 

They said they thought the 
Iraqis, who last month proc- 
laimed Kuwait their 19th pro- 
vince. bad set their minds on 
stamping an Iraqi identity on the 
country. 

“They're going to clear the city 
of Kuwaitis and fill it with Iraqis. 
They want to obliterate the mem- 
ory of Kuwait,” contended 


Ahmad, a retired businessman 
who crossed with six of his family. 

"The Iraqis are threatening to 
confiscate all cars with Kuwaiti 
plates, withdraw Kuwaiti money 
from circulation and press-gang 
Kuwaitis into the Iraqi army if 
they do not go to work by the 
17th (Monday)," said his daugh- 
ter Amal, 20. 

“It's the symbols of Kuwaiti 
nationalism that upset them the 
most — the flags and loyalty to 
the emir,” said Fouad, a compu- 
ter operator in the ministry of 
planning. 

Most of the refugees said the 
Iraqis had not actively encour- 
aged them to flee. But life in 
Kuwait was so difficult that they 
prepared to abandon their homes 
for the safety of Saudi Arabia, 
where 160,000 Kuwaitis have 
already taken refuge. 


Iraq says U.N. resolution on embassies based on lies 

Italy expels Iraqi diplomats; Baghdad allows old , ailing Frenchmen to leave 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ DENOUNCED a U.N. 
Security Council resolution early 
Friday condemning Baghdad for 
alleged attacks on diplomatic mis- 
sions in Kuwait, saying the action 
was based on a lie. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying the resolu- 
tion was part of a vicious cam- 
paign against Iraq by the United 
States and its allies. 

Iraq Saturday denied its troops 
had stormed a French embassy 
residence in Kuwait and other 
Western diplomatic premises. 

“The Security Council paid no 
attention to this fact because the 
United States and its allies... had 
previously decided the decision 
they agreed. They were not pre- 
pared to look at the facts,” INA 
said. 


“The Security Council deci- 
sion... comes in the context of a 
aggressive and vicious campaign 
led by the United States and its 
allies in the council against Iraq,” 
the spokesman said. 

“Those who invent lies in order 
to escalate the situation mil have 
to bear the responsibility of their 
actions,'* he added. 

The statement repeated Satur- 
day’s denial that its troops had 
taken diplomats from missions in 
Kuwait. 

It said that a French diplomat 

was found at the borne of a 
woman member of Kuwait's 
ousted Al Sabah ruling family 
and was escorted to the French 
embassy when his identity was 
established. 

The urgent council session was 

summoned by France, joined la- 
ter by Canada, after Western 
countries claimed Iraqi troops on 


Friday forced their way into the 
diplomatic or consular premises 
of both countries, as well as those 
Of Belgium and the Netherlands. 

They said the Iraqis “looted" 
the French embassy residence 
and took away four French 
nationals, including a military 
attache. Only the attache was 
later released. 

Hie latest resolution is the 
seventh directed against Iraq 
since its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

It demands the immediate re- 
lease of the foreigners abducted 
during the embassy raids as well 
as others seized earlier whose 
freedom the council previously 
demanded. 

Italy Sunday expelled several' 
Iraqi embassy employees and li- 
mited the movement of others in 
retribution for the alleged raids 

The Italian Foreign Ministry, 


in a communique, said that all 
military officials m the military 
attache's office at the Iraqi 
embassy in Rome were given 10 
days to leave the country. 

The other diplomats at the 
mission were forbidden to go 
more than 30 kilometres from the 
centre of Rome without permis- 
sion, the statement said. It said 
the limits were effective im- 
mediately. 

The action came a day after 
France expelled dozens of Iraqi 
diplomats and civilians. 

Italy, which holds the rotating 
presidency of the European Com- 
munity, has kept its mission in 
Kuwait open despite orders from 
Iraq to close all embassies there. 

Iraq has condemned the 
French decision. 

An official spokesman said the 
French government “shoulders 
full responsibility for any reaction 


this intentional escalation of the 
situation will lead to." 

He said Paris was spreading 
these allegations to silence 
domestic opposition to its 
"aggressive and colonialist poli- 
cy.” 

INA also reported that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein will 
allow elderly and ailing French- 
men banned from travelling out 
of Kuwait and Iraq to leave Mon- 
day. 

The decision was in response to 
a plea from former Algerian Pres- 
jdnet Ahmed Beu Bella, who met 
the Iraqi leader Saturday in 
Baghdad, INA reported. 

It quoted the Iraqi leader as 
saying he hoped his decision 
“would provide the fair-minded 
the French people with the 
opportunity to reconsider their 
actions away from American and 
Zionist pressures." 
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U.S. wins $20 billion 
more aid for Gulf crisis 


BONN (R) — Secretary of State 
James Baker has won a further 
S2Q billion worth of support from 
U.S. allies in the Gulf crisis after 
a nine-nation tour of the Middle 
East, the Soviet Union and West- 
ern Europe. 

•‘It's been a good week," a 
beaming Baker said Sarurdy after 
his 1 1 -day shuttle that ended with 
West Germany pledging 3.3 bil- 
lion marks ($ 2 ’billion) in financial 
and material aid. 

“The United Kingdom is now 
sending troops, France is sending 
troops and Italy is sending Torna- 
do aircraft to the Gulf," he said in 
Bonn. “I think the trip has been 
successful in pointing out the 

isolation of Iraq." 

He told a news conference that 
he still thought the Gulf crisis 
could be settled peacefully and 
that the United States had set no 
deadline by which U.N. sanctions 
must work before Washington 
would resort to force. 

"I personally feel that events 
are moving in the right direction" 
for a political solution. 

He said recent new commit- 
ments of assistance to the Gulf 
efforts now totalled $20 billion 
until the end of 1990. 

This included $12 billion from 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait and the 


United Arab Emirates, $2 billion 
dollars from West Germany and 
$4 billion from Japan. 

In addition. France said Satur- 
day it was sending ground forces 
■ana tanks to Saudi Arabia to 
support frontline U.S. troops in 
the kingdom. 

Earlier in Rome. Baker backed 
a call by Italian Prime Minister 
Giulio Andreotti to extend U.N. 
sanctions to countries still trad- 
ing with Iraq. Andreotti told 
Baker: “To enforce the embargo 
completely, one should think of 
imposing economic sanctions also 
against those countries which 
violate it." 

The United States had pre- 
viously complained that Bonn 
had done little to support the 
international effort against Iraq. 
“As Germany unifies, its interna- 
tional responsibility becomes 
greater." Baker said. 

Kohl has repeatedly said he 
wanted to do more but was hand- 
cuffed by a constitution that for- 
bids the country from sending its 
forces outside the NATO area, 
and by the immense costs Bonn 
will have to bear for German 
unification. 

However, on Saturday Kohl 
pledged a figure which Baker said 
went “beyond what we have 


already discussed.” 

“With this contribution. West 
Germany is trying to support all 
those who are involved in the 
crisis in the Gulf," Kohl told 
reporters. He said the aid would 
include help to the United States 
and frontline Middle Eastern 
countries hurt by the embargo 
against Iraq. 

Of the 3.3 billion marks, 1.6 
billion (SI billion) was for the 
United States, with one billion 
marks ($660 million) set aside for 
equipment such as radios, gener- 
ators and water tanks. Bonn will 
also provide air and sea transport 
and lend U.S. forces a total of 60 
tanks specially designed to detect 
chemical weapons. 

In addition, Egypt will receive 
975 million marks (S620 million) 
in food and development aid, 
Jordan S200 million marks (SI 30 
million) and Turkey 110 million 
marks ($70 million), plus an un- 
specified amount of military aid 
as a fellow member of the NATO 
Western alliance. 

Of the remaining West Ger- 
man aid. Kohl said 420 million 
marks ($260 million) was ear- 
marked as Bonn's contribution to 
European Community support. 


Israeli 

captain 

kills 

soldier 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An army captain 
accidentally shot dead his sergeant 
after they chased after Palestinian 
stone- throwers, the army said 
Sunday. 

A spokesman said the victim 
was “fatally shot Saturday morn- 
ing by another officer who was on 
patrol" in Kfar Malek. a village 
near the West Bank city of 
Ramallah. He declined to elabo- 
rate. 

Israeli newspapers said^jhe sol- 
diers. armoured corps reservists, 
had returned to their jeeps after 
failing to catch youths who had 
hurled stnnes at them in Kfar 
Malek. a village of 2,000 where 
anti- Israeli violence is common- 
place. 

The Maariv daily said the com- 
mander. a captain, had unloudcd 
his U.S.-made M-16 rifle, but 
inadvertently left a bullet in the 
chamber which discharged, hit- 
ting the soldier in the chest. 

An army helicopter brought 
the soldier to a hospital in Jeru- 
salem where he was pronounced 
dead, the I laaretz daily said. 1 !c 
was married with three children. 

The captain was being ques- 
tioned hy military police. Maariv 
said. 

Three Palestinians were re- 
portedly wounded Sunday, one 
seriously, in .macks on alleged 

collaborators with Israel. 

In Kurcij refugee camp in the 
fia/.i Strip, masked assailants 
shot a father and v»n. Palestinian 
reports said. 

Thev said Khalil Ahu Odeh. 
53. was treated al a Gaza hospital 
for a bullet wound in the arm. 
while hi - , son Alef. 30. was hit in 
the neck by two bullets and taken 
to .i hospital near Tel Aviv. 
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Baker woos Syria, 
says policy not amoral 


By Carol Giacomo 
Reuter 

ROME — U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker, while 
reaching out to Syria as an unlike- 
ly ally in the Gulf crisis, has 
pledged that U.S. foreign policy 
will not be amoral. 

This unusual commitment, 
made at a news conference in the 
Syrian capital Damascus Friday, 
underscores the risk of Washing- 
ton’s overture to President Hafez 
Al Assad. 

It also demonstrates Baker's 
political skill ar acting to defuse 
iprhal could he a contentious 
domestic issue for himself and 
President George Bush if they 
were seen as becoming too cosy 
with the Syrian leader. 

Assad has a reputation as a 
ruthless, authoritarian lead- 
er. He is also an avowed adver- 
sary of Israel. Washington's 
closest Middle East ally. 

His country has been placed on 
the U.S. list «f countries sponsor- 
ing "terrorism” and a hardline 
Palestinian group implicated in 
the fUKK Pan Am 10.3 bombing 
over Scotland that killed 2HO peo- 
ple is based in Damascus. 

Nevertheless, as the Bush 
administration rallied world sup- 
port for sanctions after Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait, few prizes 
were. bigger than Syria — Iraq's 
bitter enemy. 

Syria has offered troops and 
tanks to the U.S. -led military 
huildup in the Ciulf. a move 
Baker called significant. 

“I don't think anything height- 
ens more the isolation of Saddam 
Hussein in the Arab World than 
Syrian involvement.” he said. 

But for both the United States 
and Syria their alliance may only 
be a marriage of political con- 
venience. 

Baker, however, is beginning 
to talk about (he future and a 
regional structure that could help 
keep the peace in the Middle East 
onee Iraq is "tamed." 

He discussed this with Assad 
during talks Listing more than 
four hours .it the presidential 
palace and sees Syria playing a 
role. 

Some Western diplomats in the 
Middle lias! .ire more sceptical of 


Assad's motives and his long- 
term commitment to the U.S. -led 
anti-Iraq coalition. 

Ahead of his talks with Assad 

— the first by a U.S. secretary of 
state in more than two years — 
Baker seemed unprepared to ex- 
plain why the United States was 
going out of its way to enlist a 
government so seemingly at odds 
with its own values. 

But Friday, as he stood shoul- 
der to shoulder with Syria's fore- 
ign minister at the news confer- 
ence — under a portrait of Assad 
and with more than a dozen 
Syrian secret police in attendance 

— he made his position clear. 

'“We have a common goal. We 

share a- common purpose with 
respect to the problems in the 
Gulf." Baker said. 

"But wc make no secret about 
the fact that there arc still prob- 
lems revolving around this ques- 
tion of terrorism and we must 
find a way to resolve those prob- 
lems." before U.S. -Syrian ties 
can be close, he said. 

"I have said before that our 
policy cannot and never will be 
amoral." he added. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouq A I Sham a said his gov- 
ernment has condemned terror- 
ism and believes that any violent 
act outside the occupied territor- 
ies in Israel fits (hat definition. 

As for the Pan Am bombing 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, he 
argued that no one had offered 
hard evidence linking the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palest ine-(ieneral Command to 
the incident. 

Onee proof is produced. Syria 
will bring the guilty parties to 
justice. Sharaa promised. But he 
complained that (he Western 
media was exaggerating the ter- 
rorism issue in the region 

Syria’s aversion to the press 
was strongly in evidence on Fri- 
day. Assad's aides refused to 
allow journalists travelling with 
Baker to witness the opening of 
their talks, although a Western 
television camera was permitted 
to sh«»ot video — without sound 

— apparently for the first time. 

And al the airport news confer- 
ence more than a dozen secret 
police formed a human phalanx 
in front of reporters and photo- 
graphers. 


Indian food ship sails for Gulf 


NEW DELHI (R) — An Indian 
cargo ship carrying food for Indi- 
ans stranded in the Gulf set sail 
Sunday watched by nearly 500 
cheering and waving people, offi- 
cials said. 

A spokesman for Cochin port 
in India's southern state of Kerala 
said the ship would arrive in five 
days at Umm Qasr, near the 
southern Iraqi port of Basra. 

It will be the first shipment 
allowed through the naval block- 
ade enforcing stringent United 
Nations sanctions against Iraq 
following its invasion of Kuwait 
Aug. 2. 

India won U.N. permission to 
send the ship in the face of strong 
opposition from the United 
States and Britain, both perma- 
nent members of the Security 
COuncil. 

In imposing sanctions on Iraq 
the council allowed food to be 
sent only for humanitarian pur- 
poses. 

Washington had said huma- 
nitarian supplies were not yet 
necessary, but changed its mind 


under strong pressure from India, 
Sri Lanka and the Philippines, all 
of which have large numbers of 
people trapped. 

“We hope everything goes 
well." the Cochin Port spokes- 
man told Reuters by telephone as 
the 12,972 tonne Vishwa Siddhi 
sailed from the port's wharf. 

The ship sailed a day later than 
planned to enable dockers to load 
more supplies. It carried 9,280 
tonnes of rice, 100 tonnes of 
sugar, 50 tonnes of wheat and 
other food items like salt, pickles 
and tea. 

“The ship could not take more 
though we wanted to load up to 

10.000 tonnes of rice,’* the 
spokesman said. 

The ship also carried 1,200 
tonnes of medicine and an 11 - 
member team from tbe Indian 
Red Cross Society, including two 
doctors and two nurses. 

The food was supplied by tbe 
Kerala government. Most of the 

125.000 Indians still stranded in 
Kuwait are from Kerala. Nearly 


40.000 Indians have come home 
so fhr. 

Tbe port spokesman said tbe 
cargo ship could also pick up 
stranded Indians on Its way back. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 
in New Delhi said on Friday the 
food would be distributed to any 
hungry foreigner, not just Indi- 
ans. 

Senior Indian officials de- 
scribed the voyage of tbe Vishwa 
Siddhi as a test case for all con- 
cerned. 

Tbe Security Council insisted 
the Indian food be distributed 
under tbe eyes of humanitarian 
organisations - 

The Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said the Red Cross team 
accompanying the Food would 
work out a method to distribute it 
consistent with Security Council 
rules. 

Once senior official said if the 
Vishwa Siddhi operation went 
well, India might ask the Security 
Council for permission to send 
smaller shipments of 4.000-5.000 
tonnes of food. 


Egypt answers U.S. call for 
larger presence in S. Arabia 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt will send 
15,000 more troops backed by 
tanks and other armour to Saudi 
Arabia in response to a U.S. call 
for a stronger Arab presence in 
the multinational force in the 
Gulf, defence sources said 
Sunday. 

Egypt already has 5,000 troops 
in the kingdom as part of a force 
mandated by the Arab League 
that includes 4,000 Syrian troops 
and 1,200 Moroccan soldiers. 

The airlift of Egyptian mecha- 
nised. armoured and infantry sol- 
diers is expected to start Monday 
and would take several days. 
Their gear — tanks, armoured 
personnel carriers and Egyptian 
integrated air defence systems — 
is on its way by sea to Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states, the 
sources said. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker asked for a more substan- 
tial Arab military commitment 
during talks in Egypt with Presi- 
dent Ho&ni Mubarak earlier this 
month. 

He made the same request of 
Syria during an unusual visit to 
Damascus for talks with Presi- 


dent Hafez Al Assad. Diplmats 
said Assad promised to send as 
many as 11,000 more soldiers and 
300 tanks to Saudi Arabia. 

Baker, diplomats say, has 
promised handsome financial aid 
for states taking part in the drive 
to force Iraq to pull its troops out 
of Kuwait. 

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates. Kuwait’s toppled gov- 
ernment. West Germany. Japan 
and Italy pledged a total of 20 
billion in aid to finance operaion 
“Desert Shield" and help the 
economies of states worst 
affected by the Gulf crisis. 

Egypt's commitment to the 
“security" of Gulf Arab states 
started last month with tbe trans- 
fer of some 5,000 crack ranger 
troops and paratroops to the 
kingdom while other experts, 
forces and hardware were sent to 
the United Arab Emirates. 

“It is a matter of principle not 
quantity." a Foreign Ministry 
source said of Egypt's involve- 
ment. 

Defence sources said a small! 
contingent of Egyptian experts 
and fighting men was also de- 


ployed in Bahrain and Qatar. 

Mubarak, who has received 
several West European defence 
ministers in the past few days, has 
refused to disclose the number of 
Egyptian troops participation in 
the U.S-Ied effort but said Cairo 
would contribute as much as it 
could. 

Egypt. Washington's closest 
and strongest Arab ally, has some 

448.000 men on active duty and 
since its 1979 treaty with IsraeL 
has been holding routine desert 
and naval manoeuvres with tbe 
U.S. and other Western armies. 

Washington has more than 

100.000 troops in Saudi Arabia 
and about 35,000 aboard ships in 
and around the Gulf. 

It is not known if Morocco, the 
only other Arab state to contri- 
bute to the multinatioual force in 
the Gulf, plans to boost its pre- 
sence in the Gulf. 

Egypt, which emerged as the 
leader of Arab states opposed to 
Iraq, come under attack by Arab 
states opposed to the deployment 
of foreign troops in the region 
which has split the 21 -member 
Arab League. 


Pakistan to send 
more ‘troops foroiT 


KARACHI (R) — Pakistan will 
send 3.000 more troops to Saudi 
Arabia shortly, bringing its con- 
tingent there to the promised 
strength of 5.000 men. a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Sunday. 

"The troops will leave in a few 
days," he said. 

The spokesman said rhe second 
batch of soldiers would bring to 
full strength the army brigade 
pledge by Pakistan to ’“protect" 
Islam's holy places and to "de- 
fend the Saudi territory. 

Pakistan sent 2.000 combat 
. troops, known os "soldiers of 
j Islam" to Saudi Arabia Sept. 1 
i and 2 . 

{ The spokesman said the depar- 
: ture of the remaining 3,000 had 
been delayed by transport diffi- 
culties. 

There were already about 
L000 Pakistani military advisers 
and Technicians on secondment to 
Saudi Arabia before the Gulf 
crisis erupted in August with 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

Diplomatic sources said Saudi 
Arabia was pressing Pakistan to 
boost its military contingent still 
further and Islamabad was likely 
to agree as pasrt of a "troops-for- 
oil" deal. 

The foreign ministry spokes- 


man did not confirm this, but he 
said Pakistan's caretaker prime 
minister. Ghulam Mustafa Jatoi 
discussed Pakistan's troop pre- 
sence in Saudi Arabia during 
talks with King Fahd in Jeddah 
Friday. 

Jatoi visited Saudi Arabia dur- 
ing a four-day whirlwind tour of 
Gulf states. Diplomatic sources 
said a Pakistani delegation held 
separate talks with Saudi officials 
on Pakistan's oil requirements 
during his visit to Jeddah. 

The sources said Pakistan was 
likely to send a second brigade of 
5.000 troops to Saudi Arabia, but . 
this would depend on the border 
situatioa with India in Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan have been 
quarrelling over ownership of the 
Himalayan territory since Inde- 
pendence in 1947. Tensions have 
risen this year due to a revolt 
against rule from New Delhi in 
the Indian sector of Kashmir. 

Pakistan faces heavy economic 
losses as a result of the Gulf 
crisis. Bankers say the country’s 
oil bill could rise by two thirds to 
$2 billion in the ’ 1 WO/91 July- 
June financial rear, while at the 
same time remittances from mig- 
rant workers in Iraq and Kuwait 
will fall sharply. 


Israel 
protests 
U.S. -Saudi 
arms deal 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. plans to 
sell Saudi Arabia arms worth up 
to $20 billion may tip the Middle 
East balance of power in favour 
of Arab states, a senior Israeli 
official said. 

“This is a staggering amount of 
weapons and money... that kind 
of weapons and the quantities 
could gravely affect tbe Middle 
East balance of power.” said Avi 
Pazner. adviser to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

He added: "we would have to 
check the accuracy of the re- 
port... because it appears an 
enormous amount of sophisti- 
cated weaponry." 

U.S. administration officials 
said Friday Washington planned 
to sell Saudi Arabia fighter 
planes, tanks, missiles and other 
arms. 

It would be the biggest U.S. 
peacetime arms deal with any 
country and officials said Israel 
would be offered weapons to 
“cushion the shock." 


Algerian fundamentalists 
get into Gulf crisis 
with political hopes 


J 

ip 1 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s Mus- 
lim fundamentalists have made 
their international diplomatic de- 
but with a long-shot bid to solve 
the Gulf crisis that could boost 
election prospects at home. 

Three months after sweeping 
local elections, the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) is catting its 
diplomatic teeth on what Presi- 
dent Abassi Madam calls tbe 
“crisis of the century-’’ 

The only aspiring peacemaker 
to have shuttled back and forth 
between King Fabd's summer 
■ palace in Jeddah and Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's Baghdad 
headquarters, Madam has yet to 
announce significant concrete re- 
sults. 

But at home the mission, due 
to resume shortly, projects the 
FIS as a party able to tackle 
major world crises and seize the 
initiative from the battered and 
divided ruling National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN). 

“A few months from the elec- 
tions, the FIS has shown its abil- 
ity and its pretention to boost 
itself to the level of state prob- 
lems.” wrote the FLN daily Al- 
Moudjahid Saturday. 

Like the Algerian government 
tbe FIS has sought to steer a 
middle ground by criticising both 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the 
deployment of U.S. and Western 
forces in the Gulf. 

This balancing act would seek 
to generate goodwill in both 
Riyadh and Baghdad without los- 
ing Algerian public opinion which 
is overwhelmingly pro- Iraqi, di- 
plomats said. 

"The FIS does not want to 
bum its bridges with the Saudis 
like the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation did," said one Arab 
diplomat. "As mediators they can 
take a relatively balanced posi- 
tion without losing public sup- 
port." 

Both Saudi Arabia and Iraq 
have an interest in cooperating 


with a party that won 4 J million 
votes in the June local elections 
and could take power next year in 
the Arab World's second most 9 
populous state after Egypt. 

Iraq wants tbe support of fun- 
damentalist groups throughout 
the Arab World for its declared 
holy war against the West and 
pro-Western Arab regimes, while 
King Fahd may hope to reverse 
Saudi Arabia's negative public 
image in Algeria. 

Although Riyadh has given 
Algeria $1.5 billion in soft loans 
and grants since 1980, Algerians 
bitterly resent Saudi wealth and 
many say the Gulf states under- 
mined the economy through high 
oil production that undercut 
world prices. 

Popular sentiment overwhel- 
mingly opposes the kingdom's 
■recourse to foreign military pro- 
tection. Ali Benhadj, the fiery 
youngs FIS preacher who accom- f 
panied Madam, told worshippers 
last Friday Muslims, not infidels, 
should defend the holy places. 

“We must defend (the people 
of the Gulf) and take the place of 
the American prostitutes," he 
said. 

“The state should take the in- 
itiative to open training camps in 
every town, in the desert, in the 
forests where youth can be 
trained in the use of arms because 
the situation in the Gulf could 
degenerate at any moment." 

But Benhadj would not explic- 
itly endorse Iraq's call for a holy 
war which he said required more 
study. Madani said Kuwaitis 
made the right to “liberate" their 
country. 

Algeria has a long tradition of 
diplomatic trouble-shooting and 
Foreign Minister Sid Ahmad 
Ghozali made his own visit to 
Baghdad early in the crisis, ftutf 
he apparently concluded condi- 
tions were not ripe for an official 
Algerian initiative. 


Saud says time right to 
resume ties with Moscow 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's foreign minister said in 
remarks published Sunday that 
the Soviet Union's firm stand 
against Iraq in. the Gulf crisis 
made the timing right for a 
resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions between Moscow and 
Riyadh. 

The interview with Prince 
Saud AJ Faisal in Okaz news- 
paper came amid wide ex- 
pectations that the Saudi fore- 
ign minister would travel to 
Moscow soon to sign an accord 
establishing full diplomatic ties 
between the kingdom and the 
Soviet Union. 

"In view of the positive role 
played by the Soviet Union in 
ensuring security and stability 
in the world in general and the 
Middle East in particular, I 
believe the time is now oppor- 
tune more than ever to set up 
active and effective ties be- 
tween the two countries." he 
said. 

"Such ties will serve the 
causes of justice, peace and 
security and the vital interests 
of both states," he added. 

He said Saudi Arabia 
‘‘appreciates the Soviet Un- 
ion's participation in backing 
the world trend towards com- 
prehensive development." 

The Helsinki superpower 
summit had "affirmed the im- 
portance of the Soviet role in 
the service of peace and secur- 
ity in the region and facing 
dangers and challenges with a 


sense of responsibility," Prince 
Saud said, according to Okaz. 

He praised Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev as "a new 
type of leader aspiring to 
achieve prosperity in this 
world, an aim which we also 
share." 

Prince Saud said the king- 
dom was going ahead with its 
firm policy of establishing "ba- 
lanced relations with all coun- 
tries of the world out of its 
belief that the world has be- 
come a small village domin- 
ated by joint interests.” 

Relations between the 
Soviet Union and pro-Western 
but strictly Muslim Saudi Ara- 
bia have been frozen since 
1939. But they wanned up 
after Gorbachev pulled out his 
forces from Afghanistan early 
in 1989. 

There are about 50 million 
Muslims in the Soviet Union. 
Saudi Arabia earlier this year 
flew more than one million 
copies of the Koran as gifts for 
Soviet Muslims. 

Vladimir Polyakov, director 
of the Middle East and North 
Africa Department at the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry, paid a 
visit to Saudi Arabia in March 
and had talks with Prince 
Saud. 

In a television interview, 
Polyakov assured the Saudis 
that Muslims in the Soviet 
Union enjoyed political, reli- 
gious and economic freedom. 
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Rescue Police 192.021 111 

Fire Brifpdc 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

PuHic Security Department ... 

Hotel Complaintt 

PnceComptamu . 

Water and Sewerage 

CinnpUois 

Amman Muniopairtv 

Comphdou 

Telephone Informal**) 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 

AMab Telephone Repairs .. . 


061 Ml 

fOU3-*l 
... 199 

>57777 

WI22X 

775121 

M3402 

ftW 2 l 

605*00 

601176 

(W7467 

7K7III 

.... 121 
UIU2W 

661101 


Jkirdan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elccmaiy Authority ... 815615 
Elect nc Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information nS- 53200 

Queen Aha lull. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hmcm Medical Centre .... 8IJ8I3.'32 
KJuhdi Maternity. J Anut . 644281/6 
Akdeh Maternity. J. Amo.... 64244].? 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Molten. J Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmmsani 664171 m 

Sbmcoam Hospital 669131 

Utmcnity Hospital 845645 

Al-Mioshcr Hospital 667227*1 

The Islamic. Ahdali (**127737 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 6MI646 

luJua.AhMuhajrccii 777I0IO 

AJ-Bashn. J. Asbnltch 7751 1 126 

Army. Marita 8916!!, '15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 6741^5 

ZAftQA: 

ZanpGcwi. Hospital (WW3323 

Zarqa National Hospital . (09)991071 
Um Shu Hospital (09)986732 


DUD: 

Princess Batata Hospital .. (02)275555 
Creek Cathobc Hospital ((CB72275 

IMiAlNafos Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes* Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfoemwa tiepin- 
meat «f rhe Queen A&t Inlcnmtkmal 
Aii port TcL (08)SJ200-S. where it 
should ahwn Ac verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tarmlnai 1) 

IfcN Damascus (RJ) 

IfelS Riywfii(RJ) 

HfcM Dtuhnm(Rl) 

IfcJB Cairo (RJ) 

HfcM Sanaa. Jeddah (RJ) 

IfcN Lnoaca(RJ) 

lfcAS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

McN QdrofRJ) 

1*45 Ankara. Istanbul (RJ) 

IfctM Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

IfcW Uod«r(IU) 


**=N Aqaba (RJ) 

"5N Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

»=» - Istanbul (RJ) 

•fcN Moscow (RJ) 

Ottwf nights (Terminal 2) 

NS* Sana'a (LH) 

Bucharest (RO) 

4 s2 * Cairo (MS) 

>335 Abe Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

Paris (AF) 

2fc3S Beirut (ME) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

t*** Cairo (RJ) 

IWt New York. Montreal (RJ) 

I3slS — Frankfurt (RJ) 

MowmfRJ) 

Ns* Istanbul (RJ) 

HU5 Aqaba (RJ) 

*** Bahrain. Doha (Rj) 

52 -OdfOlRJ) 

21*-N Jeddah (RJ) 

Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

Z*** — Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Othar Flights (Tannlnal 2) 

Bemu(ME) 

llslt Frankfun (LH) 

s; — oi 

“■I Cairo (MS) 

Malt Bahrain. Sharjah (GF) 


Mi2S Paris (AF) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppa/lomer price in Eh per kg. 

Apple 600/ 450 

Banana — 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400 

Beans 330/270 

Cabbage 120/ » 

Cawot — 240/200 

Cauliflower 220/180 

Com 200/150 

Cucumbers (large) 120/ 60 

Cucumbers (small) 240 / 200 

P«e* - 350/300 

Eggplant - 150/100 

400/280 

750/ 6$0 

Grape* 300/250 

Lemon 220/180 

Malta** 120/80 

Marrow (laije) 120/ 60 

Marrow (small) iiiMt> 240 / 200 

Onion (dry) 200/150 

Orange 450/400 

Okra.- 600 / 500 

Peaches .... 620 / 550 

Pear 600500 

Pepper (hot). — 220/1® 

Ptpper (sweet) 200/150 

Potato 360/300 

Radish 150/ 100 

Sage 550 / 500 

Sweet melon - 230 / 220 

Tomatoes ......... 130/ 80 

Watermelon 180/140 
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By Serene 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Norwegian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Knnt Vollebaek 
arrives in Jordan today to 
bold talks with Jordanian officials 
concerning the recent Gulf crisis 
and the influx of evacuees for the 
past several weeks into Jordanian 
territories. The minister will also 
visit Azraq and will talk with 
international organisations that 
have been helping Jordan with - 
the evacuees. 

“Norway has supported the 
United Nations position, and re- 
garding the food and medicine 
issue, we support the United Na- 
tions formal point of view and we 
stick to its interpretations,” KjeQ 
Harald Dalen, Norwegian charge 
d'affaires in Damascus, said. 
Dalen, who is currently visiting 
Jordan, will accompany the depu- 
ty foreign minister on his tour in 
Jordan. 

“We made a decision in princi- 
ple to send a coast guard ship to 
the Gulf to assist in the military 
buildup,” Dalen said.' 

During his visit in Jordan, the 
deputy foreign minister will also 
hold talks with his Jordanian 
counterparts, to discuss the diffi- 
culties Jordan is passing through, 
Dalen told the Jordan Times on 
Sunday. 

The minister and the Norwe- 
gian charge d’affaires mil leave 
Jordan on Wednesday. 
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The Netherlands 
sends relief 
supplies 
to evacuees 


AMMAN (Petra) — Two Dutch 
cargo planes carrying relief sup- 
plies to evacuees from Iraq and 
Kuwait arrived in Amm an Sun- 
day. The Jordan National Red 
Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
sources said the two planes were 
carrying foodstuff presented by 
the Dutch Red Cross' Society. 

The sources said; the; shipment * 
was financed-by ; thif TEraopean- 
Community (EC). 

A delegation representing the 
Dutch Red Cross Society was at 
hand as the first shipments ar- 
rived in Amman to supervise 
relief works carried out by the 
.JNRCS in cooperation with the 
International Association of t>»e 
Red Cross and Red Cres-^nt 
Societies. 

In another development head 
of the Middle East and North 
Africa Department at the Inter- 
national Association of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
Sulaiman A1 Ghamari lauded 
JNRCS’s efforts in carrying out 
relief works and assisting eva- 
cuees coming from Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

Ghamari expressed the readi- 
ness of the association to supply. 
JNRCS with all its needs to help 
it with the relief works. Later 
Sunday, Ghamari left Amman for 
Geneva. 



Her Royal Highness Pr inc ess Basina Sunday chairs a symposium on women's rote in society and investing in child sector (Petra photo) 

Princess Basma: Child sector 
lacks sufficient, integrated services 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The child 
sector which forms more than 50 
per cent of the total population in. 
Jordan still lacks sufficient and 
integrated services, and there is 
urgent need for investing in this 
sector and for involving women in 
this endeavour. Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Basma said Sunday. 

“Concerned authorities and 
private and public organisations 
involved in social and voluntary 
services should come up with new 
methods and techniques to en- 
hance the role of Jordanian 
women in serving the society,” 
the Princess said in an address at 
the opening of a day-long sympo- 
sium on the role of voluntary 
organisations in promoting the 
causes of women and children. 

“Comprehensive development 
can not be achieved except 
through full coordination be- 
tween the private and the public 
sectors, especially in the light of 
the increasing basic needs and the 
rising cost of providing such ser- 
vices,” the Princess stressed. 

“In trying to promote the work 


of voluntary organisations, one 
has to take into consideration the 
question of training personnel 
and working out a national 
strategy that can ensure the mini- 
mum level of coordination among 
the various organisations in- 
volved in voluntary work,” Prin- 
cess Basma satf- 

“Intemational developments, 
which imposed on Jordan certain 
challenges that certainly affected 
the voluntary sector, canb be 
dealt with through upgrading the 
training of women so that they 
can play a constructive role in 
their society,*' the Princess said. 

The Princess, who is chairper- 
son of the board of trustees of the 
Queen Alia Serial Welfare Fund 
(QAF). voiced Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund (UNICEF) for its 
cooperation with QAF and other 
voluntary societies which care for 
Jordanian women and children. 

UNICEF representative at the 
meeting, Nigel Fisher, addressed 
the meeting outlining the orga- 


nisation's role in providing pro- 
tection to children worldwide. He f 
also mentioned the World Sum- 
mit for Children, to be organised 
by UNICEF in New York on 
Sept. 29, which is expected to 
come up with a comprehensive 
plan to provide protection for 
children in the coming decades. 

Fisher, who is deputy regional 
director and Jordan representa- 
tive at LINICEF, said that the 
organisation is committed to offer 
continued assistance and relief 
supplies to the evacuees fleeing 
the Gulf region to Jordan, in 
cooperation with local and inter- 
national organisations. 

Fisher paid tribute to the 
Jordanian voluntary organisa- 
tions for their important role in 
mother and child sector in Jor- 
dan. 

Another prominent speaker at 
the opening session was Dr. 
Abdullah A1 Khatib, executive 
president of the General Union 
of Voluntary Societies (GUVS), 
who said that all Jordanian charit- 


able societies had contributed 
one way or another to the de- 
velopment of women and 
children through kindergartens, 
nurseries and women training 
centres. 

Khatib voiced appreciation of 
QAF which, he said, exerts uni- 
que efforts to help the needy 
groups in society. 

A total of five working papers 
were discussed during the sympo- 
sium, covering the basic needs of 
children, women's contribution 
to development, the role of 
voluntary sector in promoting 
health, child welfare and ensuring 
the implementation of provision 
for the world declaration on chil- 
dren rights. 

The symposium, organised by 
QAF and UNICEF, was part of 
the national preparations for the 
World Summit for Children. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor is 
expected to take pan at the sum- 
mit which will be attended by 
world leaders and many heads of 
governments. 
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WHAT’S GOING 
ON 


The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with 
the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Open studio and workshop 
for artist Samh Zarn dis- 
playing paintings, sculp- 
tures and hand-painted fab- 
rics. Location: off 2nd Cir- 
cle, opposite Rosenthal 
(9-30-1:30 and 330-630). 

* Art exhibition by Moham- 
mad Nasraflah at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 


☆ Part two of Shakespeare’s 
play “Othello” .will be 
shown on video at the Brit- 
ish Council at 5:00 p*m> 

FILM 

☆ Feature film entitled “The 
Quiet Man” at the Amer- 
ican Centre — 7:00 p.m. 




Minister of Agriculture Suleiman Arabiyat receives two water tankers 
from South Korean Ambassador in Amman Tae Jin Park presented 
on behalf of the Korean government (Petra photo) 

South Korea donates water 
tanks for afforestation project 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture received Sun- 
day two water tankers with their 
spare parts as a present from the 
South Korean government. The 
tankers, worth $270,000 with 
their spare parts, will be used in 
the desert highway afforestation 
project. 

Minister of Agriculture} Sulei- 
man Arabiyat who received the 
trucks from the South Korean 
TVmbassador in Amman Tae Jin 
Park expressed the appreciation 
of the Jordanian government for 
the present and stressed the need 
to enhance cooperation between 
the two sides, particularly in agri- 
cultural fields. 

Arabiyat invited Park to visit 
the afforestation project site and 


the agricultural projects in the 
southern parts of the Kingdom 
being carried out in cooperation 
with Korea. 

The desert afforestation pro- 
ject aims at planting trees on the 
rides of the Amman- Aqaba high- 
way. So far 60 kilometres of the 
400 kilometre-road are planted 
with trees. 

The South Korean government 
has given six tankers of the 
needed 12 for the project. 

The Korean ambassador ex- 
pressed his government's readi- 
ness to promote cooperation be- 
tween the two countries in agri- 
cultural fields, and readiness to 
offer more tankers and agricultu- 
ral machinery to combat deserti- 
fication. 


Expatriates’ funds 
frozen in Britain 


By Caroline Faraj 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — 'Jordanian expatri- 
ates returning from Kuwait and 
Iraq have, been complaining that 
their deposits at British banks in 
the United Kingdom have been 
frozen along with those belonging 
to Kuwaiti and Iraqi citizens and 
organisations, and that their 
efforts to draw from their funds 
have ended in failure. 

One expatriate who preferred 
anonymity said that he has been 
tryin g in vain to get funds be had 
deposited in Britain when be used 
to work in Kuwait. Although he 
left Kuwait eight months ago, the 
British banks had refused to re- 
lease any of his funds because at 
the time of depositing his money 
his passport showed he was resid- 
ing in Kuwait. Despite repeated 
attempts to get hold of his funds 
and despite appeals to the British 
authorities the man has not yet 


received a reply. 

British Consul here Henry 
Hogger said that his country was 
applying U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which ordered the 
freezing of all assets and funds 
belonging to people living in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

“Hie British government has 
asked depositors to refer their 
cases to the Bank of England 
which has been arranging for the 
Kuwaitis and Iraqis living in Bri- 
tain to obtain allowances from 
their deposits to cover their daily 
needs,” the consul said. “A sum 
of £200 a day has been allowed 
for the Iraqis and Kuwaitis,” the 
consul added. 

Recent reports from London 
said that British customs and 
security officials at Heathrow air- 
port were thoroughly searching 
briefcases and papers carried by 
Jordanian businessmen without 
giving any reasons. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Iraq Awqaf ministers hold talks 


&/;«• ;•;» ■. . .■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister Of Awqaf and Islamic Affaire Alf’At 
‘Faqir reviewed in a meeting with Iraqi Minister of Awqaf- and 
Religious Affairs Abdullah Fadel scopes of cooperation between 
Jordan and Iraq in religious fields and ways to promote and 
bolster them. The two ministers emphasised the importance of 
solidarity among Muslims at the present time. Fadel expressed his 
appreciation of the Jordanian people’s stand on the Gulf issue. 

Armenian patriarch continues visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — ■ Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem and 

the Holy Land Archbishop Torkora Manougian Sunday visited 
the Greco-Roman city of Jerash and Armenian clubs and 
communities in the Kingdom. The patriarch, who arrived to 
Jordan Friday from the occupied territories, was received 
Saturday by His Majesty King Hussein who presented him with a 
Royal decree officially recognising him as Armenian Patriarch of 
Jerusalem. The patriarch was also received by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister Salem Masaadeh and Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan A1 Qasem. 

Sharia college board approved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Sunday approved the formation 
of the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs’ A1 Da’wa Religious 
College board of trustees. The board of trustees, which is chaired 
by Minister Ali AI Faqir, includes as members the Armed 
Forces Mufti Noah Salman, the University of Jordan's Dean of 
the Sharia Faculty Ibrahim Zaid Al Kilani, Yannouk University’s 
Dean of the Sharia Faculty Mohammad Uqla, Director of the 
ministry’s Religious Education Department Saadi Jaber, Dean of 
Al Da’wa Religious College Rajih Al Kurdi, the ministry’s 
Humanitarian Science College Dean Hmoud AI Awatli, President 
of the Tripoli-based International Islamic Da’wa Society Moham- 
mad Ahmad Al Sharif, Abdul H ami d Abu Shaqra, Saaduddin Al 
Zamili and Abdul Karim Al Kayyali. 

CAEU receives contribution from Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — An official source at the Amman-based 
Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU) said Sunday the 
general secretariat had received the Syrian contribution to the 
secretariat’s financial budget for the year 1990. The source 
expressed appreciation of Syria's positive role in supporting the 
CAEU and enhancing joint Arab action. 

Job-seekers inTafilah start course 

TAFTLAH (Petra). — A total of 36 job-seekers in Tafilah 
Govemorate Sunday joined a course in electricity and mechanics. 
The three-month course, organised by the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) and the ministries of labour and education 
aims at training job-seekers in trades that are required by the local 
labour market so that they replace foreign workers in the country. 

Jordan not to attend Asian Games 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is not participating in the 11th Asian 
Games due to start in Peking next week because of financial 
difficulties, according to an announcement by the Jordanian 
Olympic Committee. The committee, which met last week under 
the chairmanship of Minister of Youth Ibrahim Ghababsheh, said 
that no Jordanian team would be sent to China this year to cake 
part in the games in view of the country’s financial difficulties. 
The decision was conveyed to the Chinese Asian Games 
Committee. A report from Peking said that China’s Asian Games 
Secretary Wei Jizhong received the Jordanian notification, but 
gave no further details. 

Food outlets closed in Zarqa 

ZARQA (Petra) — Zarqa Govemorate Health Department 
Sunday closed down two bakeries and an ice cream factory for 
violating health regulations. The department's director Abdul 
Aziz Sbreideh said several foodstuff merchants were also fined for 
the same reason. 


Jordan loses 80 per cent of 
exports through embargo 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian in- 
dustry is losing 80 per cent of its 
exports by halting trade with Iraq 
and Kuwait and if the present 
situation continues factories 
could soon find themselves laying 
off large numbers of workers, the 
Jordanian Exporters Association 
(JEA) announced here Sunday. 

A spokesman for the associa- 
tion told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that it was rather diffi-' 
cult to find alternative markets 
for those in Iraq and Kuwait, 
which used to import most of the 
Jordanian products, and there- 
fore layoffs seem to be inevitable. 

Threats of laying off workers 
spell disaster for Jordan's eco- 
nomy, especially as current un- 
employment in the country is 
estimated to run at the rate of 20 
per cent, according to observers. 

The spokesman said that Jor- 
dan's total exports to Iraq and 
Kuwait last year amounted to 
S280 million; these included 
medicines, agricultural equip- 
ment, electrical appliances, ferti- 
lisers, furniture, perambulators, 
ladders, gas cookers, kerosene 


heaters, chemicals, carpets and 
paint. 

To make things worse, the' 
spokesman said, vessels carrying 
raw materials to Jordan and 
heading for Aqaba are being in- 
tercepted by warships and con- 
tinually harassed; this forces 
them to discharge their cargo in 
neighbouring sea ports. “TTiis 
practice causes extensive losses- 
for Jordanian importers and sub- 
sequently heavy damage to the 
national economy,” the spokes- 
man said. 

He said that Jordan had lost 
revenues from transporting Iraq- 
bound goods imported through 
the Aqaba port. 

Jordan told the U.N. Security 
Council recently that it needed 
$2,346 billion in loans and grants 
in the first year, as well as relief 
on its $8.4 billion foreign debt to 
help it offset the consequences of 
the embargo on Iraq. 

Reuter news agency earlier re- 
ported that activity at the port of 
Aqaba had slumped partly be- 
cause the port no longer bandies 
goods destined for Iraq and be- 


cause of war risk insurance on. 
imports. 

The JEA official put forward 
several proposals which could 
help Jordan overcome part of its 
predicament and avoid a major 
disaster. He suggested reducing, 
cancelling or freezing bank in- 
terests on industry that manufac- 
ture goods for Iraq, finding new 
markets for Jordanian products, 
encouraging trade with the Euro- 
pean common market countries, 
concluding trade protocols with 
-Libya and Algeria, and market- 
ing Jordanian products in coun- 
tries that boycotted the Iraqi mar- 
kets. 

Coinciding; with the JEA 
announcement, the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) announced in a 
memorandum circulated to va- 
rious banks in Jordan that Jorda- 
nian citizens and organisations 
can open accounts in foreign cur- 
rency worth up to JD 150,000 up 
from JD 50,000. 

CBJ said in a statement that 
the move was taken to encourage 
Jordanians to save more and in- 
vest in local projects. 


Iraqi 

Red 


head ends 
visit . 

AMMAN (Petra) — Presidem of 
the Iraqi Red Crescent Society 
Ibrahim Al Noon and the accom- 
panying delegation left Amman 
Sunday after a several-day visit to 
the Kingdom during which Noori 
met Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) President 
Ahmad Abu Qoura and took part 
in the emergency meeting of the 
Red Crescent and Red cross 
Societies executive committee 
which concluded in Amman last 
Friday. 

Noori said that during his visit 
to Jordan an agreement was 
reached to establish an interna- 
tional humanitarian group for 
peace- in Amman. 'He said'-.the 
group would consist at the. begin?, 
rung of the Iraqi and Jordanian 
Red Crescent Societies and 
would call on intemationl huma- 
nitanian organisations interested 
in achieving international peace 
to join the group. 

Noori added that the iraqi Red 
Crescent delegation would con- 
tinue talks with Abu Qoura and 
other JNRCS officials after re- 
ceiving the approval of world 
organisations willing to join the 
group. 

The talks, he said, will deal 
with following the necessary pro- 
cedures to achieve the objectives 
of the group: achieving peace in 
the Middle East region, prevent- 
ing destructive wars as well c3 
mobilising the world public opin- 
ion to achieve these objectives. 

Noori described the efforts by 
the JNRCS in assisting evacuees 
from Kuwait and Iraq as disting- 
uished and pointed out that the 
JNRCS cadres are running the 
relief works efficiently. 


RSS issues 
reports on 
water situation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The En- 
vironment Research Centre 
(ERC) at the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) has issued four 
reports about the water situation 
in Jordan; the research was con- 
ducted in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation, 
the Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affaire and the Environ- 
ment, the Aqaba Region Author- 
ity, the Ministry of Planning, the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the Canadian Agency for Interna- 
tional Development. 

One report covers the treated 
water from the Khirbet Al Samra 
■wastewater treatment plant. The 
plant treats the Zarqa River wa- 
ter flowing into the King Talal 
Dam. 

The report focusses attention 
on the plant's works over the past 
four years, means of improving 
the quality of treated watc the 
adverse effects of the polluted 
water on the environment and the 
suitability of treated water for 
farming purposes. 

A second report covers a study 
conducted on regions surround- 
ing the Zarqa River, including 
area of conference with the King 
Talal Dam, the reservoir behind 
the dam, the nature of water 
entering the dam and its sources 
and the suitability of the dam 
water for breeding fish or irrigat- 
ing farmlands. 


New transport rules 
announced for trucks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — AU lorries 
with non-Jordanian Arab number 
plates and owned by Jordanians 
can from now on transport goods 
to and from Aqaba provided they 
obtain temporary number plates 
from the concerned authorities, 
according to a communique 
issued by Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran Sunday. 

The communique said that 
these lorries could obtain tempor- 
ary Jordanian plates against a JD 
500 fee for six months in addition 
to ordinary traffic fees. These 
trucks should first be mechanical- 
ly tested and issued road worthin- 
ess certificates before obtaining 
the number plates, the communi- 
que added. 

Previously trucks with non- 
Jordanian Arab number plates 
could only operate between Jor- 
dan and the Gulf countries, but 


due to the current situation in the 
Gulf the majority of these trucks 
have been lying idle in Jordan. 

Some estimates put the total 
number of trucks with non- 
Jordanian Arab number plates at 
2 , 000 . 

Transport Ministry sources last 
month said that Jordan was losing 
more than JD 1 billion annually 
in land transportation as a result 
of the blockade imposed on Iraq. 

These sources estimated the 
number of trucks that used to 
operate between Aqaba and 
Baghdad alone at 22,000. 

Before the blockade the 
volume of imports and exports 
destined to Iraq, Kuwait and 
other countries accounted for 75 
per cent of the total amount of 
goods coming via Aqaba and 
transported by trucks. 


British Airways to 
help with evacuation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In the course 
of an intensive campaign to re- 
patriate evacuees now flooding 
Jordan the British government 
announced that a British Airways 
Tristar, with a capacity of 393 
passengers, will arrive in Amman 
Monday to contribute to the eva- 
cuation process. 

A press release from the Brit- 
ish Embassy here said the plane 
would operate six evacuation 
flights organised by the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migration 
(IOM), evacuating about 2,400 
refugees. 

The British government is 
covering the cost of the whole 
operations outward flight from 
Britain, the press release said. 

It said that Virgin Atlantic Air- 
lines of Britain have arranged for 
a total of six flights to bring in 
consignments of emergency aid to 
Jordan totalling nearly 250 tonnes 
of tents, blankets, medical sup- 
plies and food donated by British 


businesses and the British people. 

Britain has so for donated £5.6 
million, directly and through the 
European Community, to help in 
the transportation of refugees to 
their home countries and in 
emergency assistance to those 
still found in Jordan last week by 
British Minister of Overseas De- 
velopment Lynda Chalker who 
voiced her appreciation of Jorda- 
nian authorities, efforts in tack- 
ling the evacuees problem. 

The announcement coincided 
with a statement Sunday by the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) here that a total of 14,850 
Arab and foreign nationals had 
arrived in Jordan and that a total 
of 19,768 had left the country 
Saturday. 

A spokesman for the Civil 
Aviation authority (CAA) said 
that total of 8356 passengers had 
left Jordan aboard 35 unsche- 
duled flights Saturday. 


FRENCH CULTURAL 





THE FRENCH CULTURAL CENTRE 

Presents 

FRENCH CINEMA *89 

• on Monday 17/09 at 6 & 8 p.m. 

LE BEAU MARIAGE 

by Eric ROHMER 

• on Tuesday 18/09 at 6 & 8 p.m. 

JE. SUIS LE SEIGNEUR 
DU CHATEAU 

by R6gis WARGNfER 

• on Wednesday 19/09 at 6 & 8 p.m. 

L’ENFANCE DE L’ART 

by Francis GIROD 

at the 

ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 



The films are subtitled in Arabic. 

Tickets price: 1 J.D. 

( l /z price for 

students). 
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Build-up: Where to? 

THE CONTINUED massing of U.S. and other troops in the 
Gulf, on a scale that suggests that Washington is bell bent on 
launching a military offensive against Iraq runs contrary to 
the U.S. constitution, international law and the U.N. 
Charter. The rule of thumb in the U.S. jurisprudence is that 
for the U.S. to deploy its military machine in an offensive 
manner against Iraq, or any other country, would require a 
declaration of war by the U.S. Congress. This has not 
happened and the U.S. president has so far not asked for it. 
It is not certain that President George Bush has decided to 
circumvent the constitutional requirements in his handling 
of the Gulf crisis because he knows only too well that he has 
no tenable legal position even from the U.S. laws’ point of 
view to warrant the deployment of such massive troops in 
the Gulf region. But as Iraq has not fired even one shot on 
the U.S. troops stationed in the Gulf, and since neither 
Kuwait nor its oil is owned by the Americans, the U.S.’ chief 
executive would find it extremely difficult to declare war 
against Iraq. Over and above these considerations, the U.S. 
administration knows only too well that the U.S. Congress’ 
tacit approval of the U.S. posture in the Middle East is 
precarious at best and could wither away the minute the 
first shot is fired and U.S. casualties start arriving home. 
The ongoing intoxication in Washington with the fervour of 
war cannot last forever and the hangover will gradually lead 
to more sober calculations as to the exact stakes that are 
involved in the Gulf conflict. 

Across the Atlantic, West Europe’s support for Washing- 
ton's policies in the Gulf region are also projected to wane 
when the Europeans realise that their interests do not all 
coincide with those of the U.S. After all, the West 
Europeans are basically interested in the free and uninter- 
rupted flow of Middle Eastern oil to their countries. Unlike 
the U.S., which is almost self-sufficient in terms of energy 
resources, including oil. Europe can ill afford to gamble 
with its traditional supplies of oil from Gulf for the sake of 
some self-centred perspective entertained by Washington 
and London. What Kuwait adds to Iraq’s oil share in the 
world market is important but not nearly as critical as it is 
portrayed by Washington. In the final analysis, Kuwaiti oil 
will have to be sold and Western Europe will remain for all 
times the traditional market for Iraqi and Kuwaiti pet- 
roleum. In due course, both the U.S. Congress and the EC 
countries would realise that the oil supplies question has 
been deliberately blown out of all proportions by London 
and Washington in order to retrieve a traditional privileged 
position in the Gulf region, nothing more and nothing less. 

Bush needs to make fresh calculations before he gets 
deeper in the sands of the Middle East. With his reelection 
only less than two years away, he must surely be wary of a 
shooting war that would entail thousands of U.S. casualties 
and the destruction of the very principles that he wants to 
save. 

It is the hope of all peace-loving nations that neither 
President Bush nor the U.S. Congress would opt for war. 
Any war led by the U.S. against Iraq and the Arab Nation 
will have devastating consequences for both the Arabs and 
the Americans. But U.S. influence and interests in the 
region will ultimately be the biggest loser of all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Tf IB convening of a conference by various political groupings in 
the Arab World in Amman is not just a show of support for Iraq 
but it is rather a manifestation of the Arab Nation’s realisation of 
the dangers inherent in the presence of foreign forces in Arab soil, 
said AI Ra’i daily Sunday. Speakers at the sessions declared their 
total opposition to and condemnation of the presence of the 
invading forces assembled in Saudi Arabia to strike at the Arab 
nation's' will for freedom, the paper noted. The conference, the 
paper pointed out. is an open forum for the Arab masses to raise 
their voice and declare their total rejection of foreign attempts to 
subdue the Arabs and revive the colonial rule in the Arab region. 
It should be noted, said the paper, that this rejection is not a mere 
theory but that all the Arab masses will join hands and will wage a 
struggle against the foreign forces should these insist in pursuing 
their adventure. Arab masses will not hesitate to defend 
themselves and their future and national aspirations and will not 
spare a moment in backing Iraq in its defiance of the colonial 
powers and its leadership of the war of the poor countries against 
the nch. the paper pointed out. The threats directed against Iraq, 
the paper added, are threats posed to the Arab masses who are 
determined to abort all hostile attempts to prevent the Arabs 
from protecting their sovereignty and their freedom. 

A columnist in Al Ra*i Sunday calls on the conference of political 
groupings now being held in Amman to adopiy a set of resolutions 
designed to end the Gulf crisis and safeguard Arab national 
interests. Mahmoud Rimawi says that the conference ought to 
urge Arab st3les to declare their opposition to and condemnation 
of the current embargo imposed on Iraq, to denounce the U.N. 
Security Council resolutions which were taken arbitrarily and 
without offering Iraq the chance to present its case to the world 
and to demand that the Arab League headquarters remain in 
Tunis. The writer urges the conference to condemn foreign 
intervention in Arab affairs, to call for an international confer- 
ence to start resolving ail Middle East questions including the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and to declare the Arab nation’s total 
rejection of the crealton of military pacts. Above all the writer 
wants the conference to declare that any aggression on Iraq be 
regarded as one directed against the whole Arab nation. 'Hie 
wnter suggests that the best way to deal with the American 
onslaught on the Arab nation is to transform the Arabs’ strategy 
from defence to offense — at least at the diplomatic level in the 
present time. 

Al Dustotzr daily described France's actions taken in retaliation 
for an alleged Iraqi attack on its diplomatic mission in Kuwait as 
an unprecedented escalation of French hostility towards the Arab 
nation. It is a dangerous escalation of the situation, and one which 
could make the situation more and more explosive with unpre- 
dictable results, the paper noted. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


Egypt bears historical responsibility 


IT will be recalled that Amman 
and Baghdad were in the fore- 
front of the Arab capitals that 
initiated the efforts to repatri- 
ate Cairo to the Arab fold. 
Both His Majesty King Hus* 
sein and President Saddam 
Hussein were personally com- 
mitted to the cause of ending 
Egypt's isolation and ostracism 
because of Egypt’s signing of 
the Camp David accords, when 
such a campaign was the least 
popular in the Arab World. 
Ode would have thought that 
Cairo's appreciation of the 
Jordanian-Iraqi determined 
and relentless efforts on its 
behalf would not be so short 
lived as appears to be the case 
now. No matter how Amman 
and Baghdad may differ with 
Cairo on the basics of the Gulf 
crisis, one would have never 
thought that Cairo would 
choose to be on a head-on 
collision with them over the 
crisis in spite of the gravity of 

these differences. Had Egypt 
opted for another role in the 
Gulf conflict, predicated the 
need to defuse Tensions there 
and reconcile the differences 
between Iraq and Kuwait, no 
matter how profund they were, 
its stature in the Arab' World 
would have been enhanced 


beyond the dreams of ail 
Arabs. Even assuming the 
worst scenarios possible m the 
Gulf region. Egypt's natural 
role should have been moti- 
vated at all times by the need 
to play the role of a peace- 
maker* and reconciliation. This 
is true, even if Cairo rejects all 
the arguments of Iraq in the 
Gulf situation and prescribes 
to all those of Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. Egypt’s unique 
position as the heart of the 
Arab World should dictate a 
positive centralist position for 
it at all situations including the 
present Gulf conflict. But to 
choose sides so openly and so 
irrevocably threatens to under- 
mine Cairo’s long-range role in 
the .Arab World and weakens 
its stature regionally and inter- 
nationally. 

What the Arab Nation needs 
most now is to strengthen the 
forces of those Arab countries 
that still seek an Arab solution 
to an essentially Arab prob- 
lem. Egypt could have played 
such a critical and central role 
in that vein, had it chosen a 
broader vision of the whole 
situation. It is easy to take 
sides in inter-Arab conflict but 
much harder to bridge the gap 
between the differing Arab 
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beginning of its i 
an Arab basis. It. 


countries as is the case now in 
the Gulf. The first dunce en- 
tails the further aggravation of 
tensions and the exacerbation 
of the issues while the other 
offers greater opportunities to 
contain the conflict and the 
of its resolution on 
: does not take 
much imagination to realise 
how Egypt would never be 
comfortable with its military 
involvement in the Gulf under 

the prevailing circumstances. 

Even Saudi Arabia itself can- 
not be comfortable with the 
deployment of so many foreign 
troops on its soil. The multi- 
tude of problems that axe 


naturally posed by such mas- 
sive deployment, be they cultu- 
ral. economic or political, nor 
to mention the religious 
dimensions of such deploy- 
ment, are indeed awesome and 
must weigh heavily on the con- 
science of the Saudi lead- 
ership. This foreign interven- 
tion is the first of its kind in 
both contemporary and distant 
history of the Sauaite kingdom 
and will naturally send untold 
tremors across the entire Ara- 
bian peninsula. 

Had Cairo encouraged the 
deployment of an Arab peace- 
keeping force to protect Saudi 
Arabia from any real or im- 



aginary Iraqi threat, and made 
such Arab deployment contin- 

g nl on keeping non-Arab 
rces away from the Gulf re- 
gion, its stature and credibility 
would have climbed to new 
heights unmatched in recent 
times. 

The moral of the story is that 
there is still tune and opportu- 
nities to reverse the ude of 
hysteria and panic that were 
allowed to supreme reign in 
the midst of the Arab World. 

As Jordan still persists in 
seeking an Arab way out of the 
Golf conflict, and in so doing, 
offers a nucleus for potentially 
positive Arab mediation 
efforts, it is not too late for 
Egypt to lend support to this 
sane Arab perspective and be- 
gin the process of demilitaris- 
ing the crisis in the Gulf re- 
gion. Washington would have 
to reassess its stance in the 
area, the minute the principal 
Arab players on its side begin 
to send signals that the military 
solution to the Kuwaiti situa- 
tion should be dealt out of the 
cards for all times. 

Cairo must strive to replay 
its central role in the Arab 
politics by rectifying its present 
course in favour of a more 
balanced posture that could 


serve the cause of peace and 
reconciliation in the Gulf re- 
gion. Inspite of the lateness of 
the hour, channels of com- 
munication between Cairo, 
Baghdad and Amman and 
other Arab capitals must be 
maintained inspite of all the 

negative indicators surround- 
ing the Gulf situation. 

In this vein, Cairo is duty 
bound to remember its true 
friends who did not hesitate to 
extend to it a helping band 
when it needed such help most. 
But even more pressing than 
remembering old friends is to 
reassess the historic issues in- 
volved in the ongoing Gulf 
crisis and acquire a perspective 
based on the broadest possible 
vision commensurate with the 
far-reaching principles organi- 
cally linked with the Gulf situa- 
tion. Surely. Cairo sees in the 
reaction to the Kuwaiti situa- 
tion a rerun of the Mosadak 
syndrome with all its implica- 
tion for the Arab Nation and 
order. For, Egypt to put its 
weight in the conflict, would 
have a lasting impact on the 
contemporary and future Arab 
histoiy. This awesome respon- 
sibility calls for a thorough 
reappraisal by President Hosni 
MuT 


A crisis of 
misunderstanding 


By Bernd Defousmann 
Reuter 

BAGHDAD — To hear Iraqi 
officials tell it. the United States 
has manoeuvred itself into a no- 
win situation in the Gulf crisis. 

If Washington goes to war 
against Iraq, the United Slates 
will sink into a Vietnam -style 
quagmire and the international 
alliance which President George 
Bush forged will collapse. 

If Bush tries to starve Iraq into 
submission, countries hurt by the 
economic embargo against Iraq 
will eventually break ranks. And 
in the Arab World sentiment 
against the United States will 
grow with every day that a huge 
U.S. military force remains on 
Arab sod. 

“In either case, the United 
States will lose," said a senior 
Iraqi official. “Time is on our 
side." 

That seems to be the prevailing 
view in government offices in 
Baghdad. It differs so starkly 
from the U.S. assessment that a 
visitor arriving here from 
Washington might wonder 
whether Iraqi and American offi- 
cials are talking about the same 
crisis. 

As seen in Washington, Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq has 
bitten off more than he can chew 
with his Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait and is bound to lose 
unless he withdraws his troops in 
compliance with United Nations 
resolutions. 

According to U.S. officials, 
tune is oo the American side as the 
international embargo, growing 
more effective by the day. chokes 
off vital spare parts for Iraq's 
military and industry. 

As these sanctions create 
shortages and hardships, opposi- 
tion to Saddam among Iraq’s IS 
million people — thirsting for 
peace after eight years of war 
with Iran — could iead to a plot 
to oust the Iraqi president, 
according to U.S. officials. 

But if it comes to war. accord- 
ing to the Washington version, 
the United States is assured of 
victory because of the over- 
whelming technological superior- 
ity of its armaments. Its high-tech 
bombers and fighters would 
dominate the air and lay waste 
military and industrial installa- 
tions. 

Cruise missiles launched from 
U.S. battleships would blow Iraqi 
command and control centres to 
high heaven. Apache attack heli- 
copters and A- 10 aircraft would 
knock out Iraq's Soviet-made 
tanks like so many toys. 

American ground troops using 
infra-red sighting equipment 
would seek out Iraqi positions m 
the dead of night and take them 
by surprise. 

But military historians say that 
technological superiority is no 
guar.:n:ee for success as aerial 
bombardment has never decided 
a war. 

In Vietnam, massive bombing 
by U.S. B-52s cut the main roads 
but the Vietcong pushed bicycles 
loaded with ammunition and sup- 
plies along jungle tracks. 

The United States lost the war. 
In World War II the U.S. and 
its allies commanded the air and 
unleashed a firestorm of bombs 
on German cities but the war was 
lost in close-quarter fighting. 

“One of the problems in this 
crisis is that both sides are begin- 
ning to believe their own prop- 


aganda," said a European diplo- 
mat in Baghdad. 

“That narrows the room for a 
negotiated solution." 

Both in Baghdad and in 
Washington, the officials most 
familiar with their opponents' 
strengths and weaknesses have 
had relatively little say in shaping 
.policies since Iraq's lightning 
strike into Kuwait and its subse- 
quent annexation. 

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry has 
a small team of U.S.-educated 
experts, most with prestigious de- 
gees from U.S. universities. 
They are attuned to the internal 
dynamics of policymaking in 
Washington and the dangers of 
miscalculating public opinion. 

Judging from tbe government- 
controlled Iraqi media, Bagh- 
dad’s confidence that it will pre- 
vail in the confrontation is partly 
based on the assumption that the 
American public would support 
neither a prolonged standoff nor 
a shooting war in defence of 
cheap oil or the Saudi royal 
family. 

Public opinion polls in tbe Un- 
ited States have put that assump- 
tion in question, however, show- 
ing that support for President 
Bush has steadily increased in the 
five weeks since the crisis began. 

While Iraq's “Americans'* 
appear to have played a relatively 
small role in making policy in the 
crisis, the U.S. State Depart- 
ment's Arabists have also been 
on the sidelines. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Iraq 
April Glaspie. for example, has 
not made a single public appear- 
ance since the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait which happened while 
she was on home leave. 

Never a strong faction in the 
Stale Department, its Arab ex- 
perts have warned the Bush 
administration of the possibility 
of Arab opinion swinging against 
Washington if it were seen to 
prepare for a permanent presence 
in the Middle East, according to 
diplomats in Washington. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
told a congressional hearing last 
week that U.S. forces might stay 
in the Middle East even after the 
end of the Gulf crisis as pan of 
new regional security arrange- 
ments. 

That statement caused unease 
even among some of the Arab 
countries which have deployed 
troops in Saudi Arabia alongside 
the estimated 13.5.000 U.S. sol- 
diers now in the region. 

One Arab diplomat in Bagh- 
dad said Baker's statement re- 
flected Jong-standing U.S. diffi- 
culties in understanding national 
sensitivities m a region where 
people tend to blame most of 
their economic and political trou- 
bles on the old colonial powers, 
the United States and Israel. 

But if the United States occa- 
sionally misreads the mood of 
Arabs. Iraq equally appears to 
miscalculate the political arena in 
Washington. 

Officials m Baghdad say the 
government would be prepared 
to negotiate a settlement on the 
basis of a proposal by Saddam 
Hussein which linked withdrawal 
of Iraqi troops from Kuwait with 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"The likelihood of that being 
accepted (in Washington) is ab- 
out as great as that of Saddam 
stepping down, saying he made a 
mistake, and calling general elec- 
tions." said a Western diplomat. 


For Japan the question remains: 
Should we or shouldn’t we? 



By Mark O’Neffl 
Reuter 

TOKYO — “For Japanese, 
the Middle East is far away and 
little understood." said a gov- 
ernment official referring to 
Iraqis takeover of Kuwait. 

“The only issue that touches 
people is getting the hostages 

OUL" 

While television program- 
mes provide a wealth of in- 
formation and analysis on the 
Gulf crisis, the tone is unemo- 
tional and the mood in Japan is . 
one of indifference. 

Even relatives of people 
held in Iraq and Kuwait inter- 
viewed on television have been 
restrained, speaking more of 
anxiety for their loved ones 
than of anger against Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Tbe response from politi- 
cians and the public reflects the 
apathetic attitude to foreign 
affairs in Japan since its World 
War II defeat. Under the con- 
stitution, the country is forbid- 
den to go to war and its troops 
have been banned from serving 
abroad. 

Japanese children have been 
indoctrinated on the evils of 
the pre-1945 militarist system, 
leading to a sense of isolation 
from world conflicts. For 250 
yeais before Japan started mod- 
ernising in 1868. the country 
banned any contact with the 
outside world. 

For Japan, the Gulf crisis is 
different in two ways. 

First, more than 140 
Japanese have been held and 
used as human shields to pre- 
vent attack, involving Japan in 
the international drama 
whether it likes it or not. 


Another 200 are being de- 
trained in Iraq against their will. 

Secondly, because Japan has 
become the world's second- 
biggest economic power and 
depends on the Middle East 
for about 70 per cent of its oil, 
its Western allies expect it to 
contribute men. snips and 
materials as well as money. 

Public opinion, however, 
has not budged. 

“Few people want to change 
the constitution and the law on 
the Self-Defence Forces fSDF) 
so as to send a large number of 
troops abroad," said the finan- 
cial daily Nihon Keizai 
Shmibun. 

It was difficult to resolve the 
contradiction between the 
long-held stance that Japan is a 
country of peace and the view 
that Japan must help its allies 
in the Gulf emergency, the 
newspaper said. 

“This crisis has nothing to do 
with Japan." said one school- 
teacher. “Japan has no colo- 
nial links with the Middle 
East, unlike the Britain and 
France, and did not supply 
Iraq with any of its weapons, 
unlike many of the countries 
that are now opposing it. 

“We have not been involved 
in a war for 45 years. It is 
against our way of thinking and 
behaviour. Why should we not 
have our own foreign policy? 
Why roust we always do wfaat 
the Americans want?” he said. 

A housewife said the 
Japanese had felt the “oil 
shock” in the mid-1970s be- 
cause of some shortages and a 
rise in petrol prices. 

“But now everything is nor- 
mal. Nothing is lacking. We 
have not been touched. Who in 


Japan underestands all the 
complexities of Middle East 
politics? Only if things start to 
run short will we feel there 'is a 
crisis." she said. 

An Asian diplomat said 
newspapers and television were 
playing a key role in keeping 
the atmosphere cool. 

“They present facts in a dis- 
passionate way and avoid ex- 
treme positions. Perhaps, it is a 
form of self-censorship, to 
avoid arousing strong feel- 
ings." he said. 

The current atmosphere in 
Japan translates into narrow- 
policy options for Prime Minis- 
ter Toshiki Kaifu, who would 


have no popular backing for 
sending large numbers of 
Japanese to the Gulf. 

“He cannot send SDF 
members because of the con- 
stitution.” said the government 
official. “He can only request 
volunteers to go. and few want 
to. They feel this crisis has 
nothing to do with them." 

Japan Air Lines, for exam- 
ple. has agreed to help the 
multinational force but only on 
condition its planes do not 
carry military cargo and the 
government guarantees the 
safety of its crew, which it can 
hardly do without any forces 
inthe Gulf. 


Bush’s big chancel 


By Jack Anderson and Dale Van Atta 


A once -m -a -presidency oppor- 
tunity to create a new world 
order. George Bush, still looking 
for “the vision thing," has yet to 
dearly enunciate the chief reason 
why he has committed troops to 
the Middle East. Bush has said he 
is there to reinstate the Kuwaiti 
royal family to power. But the 
message the American public has 
heard is that our men and women 
are risking their lives to keep the 
supply of oil flowing. 

If soldiers start coming home in 
body bags, either reason wffl 
sound hollow. 

There is a vision behind the 
deployment, even if Bush doesn’t 
see it. Saddam Hussein has hand- 
ed Bush the makings of great- 
ness. 

Peace was breaking out all over 
the globe just a few months ago. 
It still is, and Bush has the oppor- 
tunity to use that spirit of global 
cooperation in Kuwait. He has a 
once-in-a-presidency chance to 
create a new world order in which 
crises are solved through consen- 
sus and international law, which, 
for the first time, a majority of 
nations are i nte rpret & ^’tfefflSaine 
way. 

Today’s crisis, like the period 
following World War II, sets in 
morion forces that, by their very 
nature, depart from past patterns 
of behaviour and could change 


the course of history in the Middle 
East. It can be used as leverage to 
bring the East Bloc, and even 
Israel, into a common cause with 
Arabs and the West. 

Since the creation of Israel, 
there have been five wars be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours. In each case Israel ac- 
uired Arab land, and the United 
tates didn't rush in troops to 
force the return of that land, as it 
has with Kuwait. 

During the past 40 years, the 
plight of the Palestinians and the 
Israeli occupation dominated the 
Middle East. The debate focused 
on security for Israel and a home- 
land for the Palestinians. But the 
Iraqi crisis changes that. It re- 
quires a new look at the long-held 
Israeli contention, once seen as 
self-sening. that the real threat 
to stability in the region will come 
from inter-Arab fighting and not 
from an Arab-Israeli conflict. 

America’s national interests in 
the region have been defined by 
four primary objectives. Tbe First 
has been to ensure the security 
and surwyal of Israel. The second 
has been to^tnsure access to a 
reliable and steady supply of re- 
latively cheap oil. The third has 
been to maintain good relations 
with Arab nations and seek a 
peace between them and Israel. 
Tbe fourth was to keep the 


Soviets out of the region. 

The fourth is nearly obsolete, 
and in fact the United States is 
now trying to get the Soviets into 
the area with military force, since 
they are already diplomatically 
on the U.S. side. 

The second priority, cheap oil, 
is not anywhere close to becom- 
ing an obsolete priority, but how 
high a price will the United States 
pay in fives to preserve access to 
oil? 

There are many, particularly in 
the White House, who are pri- 
vately and publicly saying that 
our highest priority is oil. because 
it drives the world economy. 
While oil is important, it pales, in 
our view, before something else ■ 
that hangs in the balance of this 
crisis. 

What is at stake in the Gulf is 
how the United States solves 
problems in the new world. Tbe 
role must be defined in a way that 
fosters consensus, cooperation 
and diplomatic solutions to crises 
— and resists the temptation to 
become a heavy-handed world 
police force. 

America is in uncharted terri- 
tory. The absence of superpower 
competition throughout tbe Third 
World has dangers as well as 
opportunities. When the super- 
powers withdraw from many 
world trouble spots, the resulting 
power vacuum may be filled by 


regional bullies and dictators. 
Just last spring. Saddam told 
Arab leaders that they should 
seek their own solutions to re- 
gional problems, because the 
Soviets could no longer be 
counted on to match the U.S. 
presence in tiie Middle East. 
Then Saddam invaded Kuwait as 
an example of how he took care 
of his own problems. 

In the past, U.S. diplomacy 
meant dealing with the devil we 
knew — countries headed by 
pro-Soviet leaders who were 
being challenged by pro- Western 
guerrillas, or the opposite, U.S. 
allies challenged by leftist pierril- 
las. Today’s crisis in the Gulf has 
resulted in an unpredicted unity 
among nations of all stripes in the 
United Nations Security Council. 

It is a spirit of cooperation that 
should not be sacrificed for the 
urge to play Rambo. Tbe tempta- 
tion louse U.S. troops once they 
are folly deployed in Saudi Ara- 
bia should be avoided. 
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Middle East News 


Majali lambasts British role in Gulf 


The following letter was sent to the British prime minister this 
week by the Jordan-British Friendship Society. A copy of the 
letter was made available to the Jordan Times. 

To Her Excellency Mrs. Thatcher, 

I have been delegated by my colleagues, the Jordanian members 
of the Jordan British Society in Amman, to a*M***s to your 
Excellency this letter winch is an original and genuine expression 
of die deep concerns of the members, and of the concents of every 
Jordanian in particular and Arab in general as relates to the 
escalatin g events in the Arabian Gulf. I take this opportunity to 
offer to your Excellency my deepest respect and regards and to 
pray the Almighty to maintain peace on our planet and to spread 
love and goodwill among all human beings. 

We have strong faith in the in dispensability of fri endshi p among 
peoples who have the high est regard for the moral and humane 
values that religion so firmly impresses upon us all, and which are 
firmly built upon mutual respect, the protection of integrity and 
the pres ervat ion of the inalienable right of every community to 
se If-deter uiLoation . From this firm belief, we, Jordanians repre- 
senting a varied cross-section of our Jordanian-Arab Society — 
namely people of various political economic, social and profes- 
sional expertise have formed, together with a group of Mends 
from the United Kingdom who live among ns in Jordan, a 
Jordanian-British friendship society, have nurtured this 
product of our union for many years. The society today represents 
a bond between two great peoples sharing firmly held principles 
and values the roots of which grow as old as history itself, and 
which remain the prime motivator of our being every step of the 
way. 

Following in the footsteps of our beloved leader, H.M. Kong 
Hussein, we have always striven to be objective and dam in our 
expression, and have consistently shunned recrimination and rage 
lest we lose our credibility of which your Excellency is well aware, 
and our openness and hiddhy have always served to confirm, in 
principle, our position. Whereas honesty among peoples is one of 
the pillars upon which friendship ran be bnQt and maintained, we 
wish to present to your excellency the following facts: 

First: If we were to consider as given the fact that the legitimate 
interests shared among peoples which are represented by the 
decisions of their governments are those that dictate the form of 
mu t u al relationship, and in general dictate the form of interna- 
tional relations, then the supremacy of international law is as 
crucial as the supremacy of the internal laws of each individual 
nation. Therefore, the first principle of such a supremacy is that it 
is indivisible and may in no way, shape or form, be selective 
depending on the self-interest of one particular nation or group of 
nations, while we are firmly against any occupation of one’s land 
by another through the use of force, and the annexation of such 
land inspite the will of its people we like our Arab brethren, feel 
that international law as embodied in form and content by the 
resolutions of the United Nations and their Security Council, has 
been and remains a spectre looming ominously over the Arabs 
alone. 

Our most blatant example in this matter is the unimaginab ly 
rapid succession of Security Council resolutions relating to the 
current crisis in the Arabian Gulf and their speedy implementa- 
tion, and the huge number of nations that have joined in their 
execution led by the United States of America, while the 
weHknown Security Council Resolution 242, of British conception 
and sponsorship, has been and remains dormant a quarter of a 
century later. Would your excellency be so kind as to satisfactorily 
justify this overeagerness of the world to enforce international law 
vis-a-vis the Arabs, and the extreme lethargy in enforcing it 
vis-a-vis Israel? The past month has unveiled a despicable attempt 
to starve eighteen million Arab Iraqis and punishment for a 
purely local Arabic matter, for their refusal to submit to the 
- resolutions of the Security Council wi thin - twenty-fonr hours. 
Meanwhile. Israel has recwvejdtbfflions of dollars over the years of 
* its occupation of the Arab iapdstaf Palestine as a reward for the 
taking Arab land, for thei r Sc fus pl to submit txv such resolutions 
for a period of twenty-four years: We pose the question but no 
meaningful response is ever forthcoming of which we may inform 
the millions of homeless refugees in the Palestinian camps, and to 
the millions who might, God forbid, starve in the cities and towns 
of Iraq. 

Second: Immediately at the onset of the crisis, even before we, 
in the Arab house, could attempt to reach and Arab solution, we 
encountered the massive armadas of the West and its armed 
forces, offensive weaponry and the noose of economic sanctions 
backed by military might. International resolutions inundated 
Iraq and foe world to justify the measures being taken on the 
ground and in the air. Each successive international resolution 


came down as a justification for action instead of action being the 
implementation of the resolution. By tins sequence of events, foe 
allegation that these actions were taken to uphold world 
legitimacy is negated because these actions themselves were a 
blatant transgression against legitimacy. This international multi- 
national overcrowing in our Arab house succeeded only in 
aborting any possible Arabic solution, in the internationalisation 
of this conflict, and in the creation of an open season on foe 
resources and wealth of foe Arab bouse as though it were, God 
forbid , defenceless and unguarded. Ought we to submit to such a 
blatant violation of the sanctity of our Arab home? 

Third: In the wake of the Eastern Bloc's disintegration and 
recession, we proceeded to follow intently and cautiously the bold 
and constructive steps taken towards achieving European unity in 
1992. We share with Europe common interests, historical 
friendships and geographical links, thus makin g Europe's strength 
an inspiration to us in our quest for a balance of power in foe 
world. By contrast, the U.S. seeks to dilute the strength of foe 
European giant by various means, in order to prevent foe 
achievement of this goal within foe allotted time. 

The Gulf crisis came at a mosr opportune time for the U.5. to 
achieve this most self-serving goal. The U.S. has become the 
keeper of the sources of Arab oQ, and has taken hold of the 
rudder by which it steers to paralysis a united Europe — provided 
such unity does actually occur in view of the events in the Guff — 
in addition to paralysing Japan’s economic capabilities, and finally 
creating the international American dictatorship for a long time to 
come. If the official position of the U.S. is to fight the so-called 
“Iraqi dictator” and has, through the use of this fictitious term, 
enlisted Europe and Japan to join in foe elimination of this 
so-called regional dictatorship, then you wifi be contributing, and, 
in this case, quite clearly, albeit indirectly, to the creation of the 
international dictator whose power will be infinite and uncontroll- 
able. Through this contribution of youis, you will be putting your 
legitimate rights at the w him of the wind, and your unifi cation will 
become kindling for the flames of the war of American interests. 

Would we be contradicting recent history if we were to state 
that it was the U.S. that used all of its resources to undermine and 
displace foe interests of Europe in the Arab orient, and has 
succeeded in substituting itself for it? And would we be 
contradicting foe present if we were to state that the U.S. has 
today enlisted Europe to reinforce its own presence and self- 
interest? And if it were to succeed in this action, God forbid, 
would we be contradicting logic if we were to state that the future 
does not bode well for us as Arabs and for you as Europeans if the 
U.S. were to control Arab oil and dominate foe single most 
important tract of land in the whole world? 

Fourth: The Arabian Gulf region is and shall remain Arab, and 
its independent Arab decision concerning its resources and 
cultural relations with foe peoples of this earth shall remain so 
forever. Why would oil be such a disaster if foe decisions relating 
thereto were left to the Arabs alone? Arab interests demand that 
oil be sold to its consumers to create foe financial resources so 
indispensable to foe development process. No one will suffer a 
shortage of oil as long as relations and interests are based upon 
mutual respect. Is it then plausible that decisions on Arab oil be 
American for prosperity to abound? Would Britain, for example 
accept the Washington control the derisions relating to oil in the 
North sea? Just as your answer is a resounding no. so is ours; for 
we value our independence and refuse subordination. We remain 
eternally indebted to the martyrs who fell on foe battle fields of 
foe Arab wars of freedom, those martyrs whose blood douses the 
very soil on which we firmly stand. 

In closing. I wish to reiterate that the massive rage that has 
been directed at us shall serve only to strenghten our resolve; for 
our self-respect and independence demand it. History has shown 
that Arab consciousness is at its zenith when others subject us to 
occupation, exploitation and subordination. 

We feel today, that, inspite of foe weak and unacceptable Arab 
contribution to the noose of starvation and of attempts at 
humiliation. Arab resolve is unshakable, and Arab- solidarity 
which arises out of a foundation of independence and a hisioiy of 
struggle, shall not founder. Throughout the Arab nation, Arabs 
will not be satiated if even one of our brothers shall go hungry in 
the land of Iraq; for this is in complete contravention of our 
religion and yours, and in contravention of all the principles of 
human rights and of all those values which had, in the first place, 
brought us together in this friendship society on behalf of and 
through which ! today address your excellency. 

Sincerely, 

General Abdul Hadi Majali 
Chairman of the Jordan British Society 


DISCOVER THE WORLD FROM THE GATEWAY OF ROYAL JORDANIAN 

Amman, a modem city 3,000 years old, has been the crossroads of 
civilizations for centuries. Today, it is still the gateway to both the western and 
eastern worlds. 

Discover the world from Jordan, the home of Royal Jordanian. With a net- 
work spanning the globe from North America to the Far East, Royal Jordanian flies 
you to the world on the aircraft of tomorrow. 

On your way to discovering the world, 
discover what a difference enjoyable travel ^ ROYALJORDANIAN sc ^ sj !& 
on Royal Jordanian can be. 
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Birds pay the price 
for fifteen years of 
civil war in Lebanon 


By Ziad Talbouk 

Reuter 

BEIRUT, — At least twice a year 
Lebanese mili tiamen point their 
automatic rifles and anti-aircraft 
guns into foe sky and blast away 
at rare migratory birds. 

Taking a respite from fighting 
in the country's 15-yeax-old civil 
war, they drive their jeeps out to 
the highways between residential 
areas and start firing at foe birds 
en route to Europe or Asia. 

The bullets and shells are often 
bigger than their victims. 

^We think fi ghtin g has erupted 
and we search for somewhere to 
hide, but later we find out that 
militiamen are hunting birds. We 
look at foe sky and see foe white 
creatures blowing up,” said Sami 
Youms, a student 

Many of foe birds are rare 
predators. Several thousand 
Dalmatian pelicans used to cross 
the country regularly, but on a 
recent migration, there were only 

about l300. 

“While West Germans are 
paying mini ons of marks to pro- 
tect and preserve some of these 
birds... Lebanese and Syrians are 
slaughtering them on sight," 
ornithologist Asa’ad Serhal told 
Rueters. 

Lebanon is a natural resting 
place for migrating birds, said 
Serhal, head of foe Society for 
Protection of Nature and Natural 
Resources in Lebanon. 
Ornithologists say some five 


m3Uan predatory birds — be- 
ta 45 different species — 


longing .-u 

flyover the Middle East. Some of 
them can be traced bade to pre- 
historic times, according to 


l said that before the civil 
war erupted in 1975 there were 
400,000 licensed bird hunters out 
of .Lebanon’s three million 
population. Now foe re are far 
more. 

“H untin g is a tradition in 


Lebanon.” 

Hundreds of thousands of pre- 
dators and milli ons of small birds 
are kilied each season, he said. 

“Isn't it better than joining 
militias and shelling or shooting 
people” said Walid Itani, 28, a 


igdlar hunter. 
The < 


toiy bi 
in foe 


_j ornithologists say preda- 
birds play an important role 

e balance of nature by eating 

insects. They also help dispose of 
corpses. 

Mohammed Khawii, chairman 
of the Geology Department at 
foe American University of 
Beirut (AUB), said Lebanese 
people as well as foe government 
were responsible for upsetting foe 
balance of foe country’s environ- 
*ment. 

He said foe dehydration of 
lakes and deforestation harmed 
passing birds by depriving them 
of food, water and places to rest. 

Seiiial said foat, before it dried 
up, foe Ammiq Lake in the east- 
ern Bekaa Valley was one of the 
mam stopping places for waves of 
‘migrating birds. 

oimati c changes and excessive 
p umping of foe lake’s waters for 
irrigation were to Maine for it 
diyrng up, he said- 
“Springs and rivets can be the 
natural and obvious substitutes 
for the lakes, but unfortunately, 
with sewers dumped into them, 
the polluted water is ki llin g the 
birds,” Serhal said. 

Professor Abdul Munim 
Talhouk, an entomologist at foe 
AUB, said many Lebanese far- 
mers were using internationally-, 
banned insecticides which were 
poisoning the birds. 

Toxic insecticides not only kil- 
led scores of predatoiy birds but 
also affected foe fertility of those 
who survived, said Serhal, author 
of “Guide of predatory birds in 
the Middle East.” 

“When man sees birds 
perishing around him, be should 
know he is next,” he said. 
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Amman's 
exclusive gift shop 

’ Italian shoes .leather goods, 
perfumes, fighters. watches, 
pens, silverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 
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Shmetsani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 

Tel. 669 457 



The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Takfr-awsyservicn 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m . 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638988 
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TheRegaxvPabce Hotel ’ 


LOBBY LOUNGE 
AESABEEL 

DAILY PTANO 
ENTERTAINMENT 
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f 4 Rent 6- Sale 

Many villas and apartments} 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or untur 
nished. 

* Also many lots of. land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 


[Tel 810605, 810609, 
_Fax: 810520. 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
.7.30-tl.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel | 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:6595l9 659520 
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Steak House 

(The best in the town) 

DINE IN & TAKE'AWA 1 ! 
SERVICE 

Open daily 12 00 pm 
Till 12 00 midnighl 

Mecca Street - Jaber Center, 
Tel: 8290S4 - 829065 
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DOOR TO DO OH SERVICES . 
I N TER N- AT ION 'M F 0 FfWA RDlTsG. 


' AiR SEA EREIGH! 


TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 
TLX : 23 0 23 POB : 815 408 
AMMAN -JORDAN 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IhUfOTEL 

|Uj«|I|Ib 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Box 9403 - Fax 602^34 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


O 


OQ 


QOD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 
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Money row could delay EC 
aid for states hit by crisis 


BRUSSELS (R) — An old- 
fashioned dispute over money 
could hold up European Com- 
munity (EC) aid for countries hit 
by the Gulf crisis when the 12 EC 
foreign ministers meet Monday to 
finalise the 52-bilUon package, 
diplomats said. 

The ministers' regular monthly 
meeting will allow them to coor- 
dinate their response to Friday's 
alleged intrusion by Iraqi soldiers 
into embassy buildings in Kuwait 
of EC members France. Belgium 
and the Netherlands. 

They may consider whether to 
call for sanctions against coun- 
tries which do not apply the 
United Nations trade embargo 
imposed against Iraq. Italy, the 
current EC president. France and 
the United States all said on 
Saturday that they favour such a 
move. 

The EC ministers will also 
meet Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy, who will be anxious 
to ensure that the realignments in 
the Middle East triggered by the 
crisis will not funner damage 
relations already strained by the 
Palestinian issue. 

In a further sign of those shift- 
ing alliances, the meeting is likely 
to agree to unblock EC funds for 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy will ask 
the European Community (EC) 
to stop using its economic clout to 
force Israel into “concessions" 
towards the Palestinians, a fore- 
ign ministry official said Sunday. 

Levy will raise the issue when 
he visits Brussels Monday for 
talks with representatives of the 
12-nation trading bloc, the offi- 
cial said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

In July. 'EC leaders visiting’ 
Israel told Levy crucial economic 
concessions to Israel would de- 
pend on Israeli progress towards 
peace with the Palestinians. 

“We would like to insist that 
there will be a total separation 
between economic and political 
issues,” the official said. 

“We understand that there are 
differences of opinion on political. 


Syria which have been frozen 
since December 1986 after a 
foiled bomb attack on an El A1 
airliner in London in which 
Damascus was implicated. 

Syria has joined the interna- 
tional campaign against Baghdad. 
That prompted U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker to visit 
Damascus last week, despite past 
U.S. accusations that Syria sup- 
ports “terrorism." 

Diplomats say Britain, which 
cut diplomatic relations with 
Syria over the 1986 bomb attack, 
has now dropped its objection to 
renewing EC financial aid. 

Details of help for Egypt, Jor- 
dan and Turkey, are likely to 
dominate the meeting. 

The ministers agreed in princi- 
ple a week ago that the EC 
should help compensate those 
countries for the damage to their 
economies caused by internation- 
al sanctions against Baghdad. 

Stung by suggestions that 
European governments have lag- 
ged behind Washington in their 
response to the crisis, the com- 
munity wants to avoid any delays 
to the package. 

“If we don’t deliver, we will 
lose all credibility," said one 
senior diplomat. 


issues and we are discussing those 
differences openly and willingly 
with the community.” he added. 

European leaders have recom- 
mended an international peace 
conference on the Middle East, 
including representatives of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion. 

Three EC foreign ministers vi- 
sited Israel in July and expressed 
concern over the 'situation in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

The EC took steps against 
Israel including suspending a 
joint scientific project and post- 
poning the visit of a EC commis- 
sioner. 

“Levy will ... make clear that 
all attempts to use economic 
pressure politically will not suc- 
ceed,*'- the foreign ministry offi- 
cial said. 


But, as ever in community 
business, when money is at stake 
the bargaining can soon turn to 
bickering. 

The EC Executive Commission 
has proposed giving the three 
countries a total 1.5 billion Euro- 
pean Currency Units ($1.95 bil- 
lion) next year — half from the 
community's budget and half 
from the coffers of the 12 mem- 
ber states — as pan of a S9-biIJion 
international package. 

In preparatory meetings last 
week, however, Spain, Belgium, 
Britain and the Netherlands 
argued that the community 
should wait to see bow much 
wealthy Gulf states and Japan 
were prepared to contribute be- 
fore finalising the EC payment. 

EC sources say Saudi Arabia is 
reluctant to help Jordan because 
it believes that Amman is not 
applying rigorously the U.N. 
trade embargo against Iraq. 

Tokyo has now announced that 
it will pay $2 billion to help the 
so-called “frontline states" — a 
move which may help Italian 
Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Michelis, who will chair Mon- 
day's meeting, to sway the doub- 
lets. 

Bri tain and France will argue 
that their contribution should be 
reduced to take into account the 
military forces they have sent to 
the Gulf, a commitment which 
both countries have increased in 
the past few days. 

Other countries are not con- 
vinced. 

“Britain is gaining money as an 
oil exporter. And in any case, a 
frigate costs the same whether it's 
in the Mediterranean or in the 
Gulf,” one diplomat said. 

The poorer EC states, as usual, 
argue that they should not have 
to shoulder the same burden as 
their richer partners or should 
themselves be compensated in 
some way. 

Belgian minister in Cairo 

Belgian Defence Minister <5uy 
Coe me arrived in Cairo Sunday- 
on a two-day visit for talks with 
his Egyptian counterpart, Sabri 
Abu Taleb. 

The Middle East News Agency 
said the two men were scheduled 
to open their talks on how to 
bolster military cooperation be- 
tween the two countries Monday. 


Levy to set Israeli 
terms before Europe 
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TO DO SO please contact 

— I JORDAN DATA SYSTEMSHHZ 

Tel. 642723 , Fax 645864 

we will be GLAD to advise you what to do 
CALL NOW before it is too late 

■ —DON’T take any risk 


U.N, resolution onembassies 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Following is the text of a re- 
solution adopted unanimously 
by the U.N. Security Council 
early Sunday strongly conde- 
mning Iraq's alleged violation 
of diplomatic premises in 
Kuwait: 

The Security Council, 
REAFFIRMING its Resolu- 
tions 660 (1990). 661 (1990). 
662 (1990). 664 (1990). 665 
( 1990) and 666 (1990), 
RECALLING the Vienna con- 
ventions of IS April 1961 on 
diplomatic relations and of 24 
April 1963 on consular rela- 
tions. to both of which Iraq is a 
paitv, 

CONSIDERING that the deci- 
sion of Iraq to order the clo- 
sure of diplomatic and consular 
missions in Kuwait and to with- 
draw the immunity of these 
missions and their personnel is 
contrary to the decisions of the 
Security Council, the interna- 
tional conventions mentioned 
above and international law, 
DEEPLY concerned that Iraq, 
notwithstanding the decisions 
of the Security Council and the 
provisions of the conventions 
mentioned above, has commit- 
ted acts of violence against 
diplomatic missions and their 
personnel in Kuwait. 
OUTRAGED at recent viola- 
tions by Iraq of diplomatic 
premises in Kuwait and at the 
abduction of personnel en- 


joying diplomatic immunity 
and foreign nationals who were 
present in these premises. 
CONSIDERING that the 
above actions by Iraq consti- 
tute aggressive acts and a flag- 
rant violation of its interna- 
tional obligations which strike 
at the root of the conduct of 
international relations in 
accordance with the charter of 
the United Nations. 
RECALLING that Iraq is fully 

responsible for any use of vio- 
lence against foreign nationals 
for against any diplomatic or 
consular mission in Kuwait or 
its personnel, 

DETERMINED to ensure re- 
spect for its decisions and for 
article 25 of the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

FURTHER considering that 
the grave nature of Iraq’s ac- 
tions. which constitute a new 
escalation of its violations of 
international law, obliges the 
council not only to express its 
immediate reaction but also to 
consult urgently to take further 
concrete measures to ensure 
Iraq's compliance with the 
co uncil 's resolutions. 

ACTING under Chapter VII 
of the Charter of the United 
Nations. 

1. Strongly condemns 
aggressive acts perpetrated by 
Iraq against diplomatic premis- 
es and personnel in Kuwait, 
including the abduction of 


foreign nationals who were 
present in those premises; 

2. Demands the immediate 
release of those foreign nation- 
als as well as all nationals 
mentioned in Resolution 664 
(1990); 

3. Further demands that Iraq 
immediately and fully comply 
with its international obliga- 
tions under Resolutions 660 
(1990), 662 (1990) and 664 
(1990) of the Security Council, 
the Vienna conventions on di- 
plomatic and consular relations 
and international law; 

4. Further demands that Iraq 
immediately protect the safety 
and well-being of diplomatic 
and consular personnel and 
premises in Kuwait and in Iraq 
and take no action to hinder 
the diplomatic and consular 
missions in the performance of 
their functions, including ac- 
cess to their nationals and the 
protection of their person and 
interests; 

5. Reminds all stares, that 
they are obliged to observe 
strictly resolutions 661 (1990), 
662 (1990), 664 (1990), 665 
(1990) and 666 (1990); 

6. Decides to consult urgent- 
ly to take further concrete me- 
asures as soon as possible, 
under Chapter VO of the char- 
ter, in response to Iraq's con- 
tinued violations of the char- 
ter, of resolutions of the coun- 
cil and of international law. 


Mossad book publisher’s 
office ransacked in Canada 


TORONTO (R) — The offices of 
the publisher of a new book on 
the Israeli intelligence service, 
which the Jewish state is trying to 
ban. were broken into overnight, 
the publisher said Saturday. 

"All the executives' files were 
opened and the desks were pried 
open." said Sally Tindall, spokes- 
woman with St odd art Publishing 
Inc. 

She said the break-in Friday 
night was connected with the 
book. "This is too much of a 
coincidence.” 

Toronto police told the Cana- 
dian Press news agency there was 
a break-in but gave no further 
information other than that there 
had been no arrests and the inves- 
tigation was continuing. 

The publishing firm had con- 
cealed key files relating to the 
book. “By Way of Deception." in 
case of such a break-in, Tindall 
said. 

Only a petty cash box appeared 
to have been stolen. 

Ostrovsky's book alleges, 
among other things, that the 
Israeli Mossad intelligence ser- 
vice knew extremists were plan- 
ning a 1983 attack on an Amer- 
ican target in Lebanon before 241 
Marines were killed by a suicide 
bomber, but withheld the in- 
formation to sour U.S.-Arab re- 
lations. 

It also charges that the Mossad 
knew where U.S. hostages in 
Lebanon were being held but 
refused to tell the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

The book was due to be pub- 
lished in Canada next month. 
Israel earlier obtained a court 
order blocking distribution in 
Ontario and the matter is to be 
reviewed at a hearing on Mon- 
day. 

A New York court Thursday 
rejected an Israeli demand to ban 
the books, which Israel says endan- 
gers the lives of its agents. 

Ostrovsky, who was bom in 
Canada but worked for the Mos- 
sad from 19S4 to 1986. is now in 
hiding after a visit at his home in 
Ottawa by two high-ranking 
Israeli agents. 

Israeli news reports have focus- 
sed on discrediting the former 
spy. Newspapers have quoted 
former personal associates who 
portrayed him as a cunning 
schemer with a wild imagination 
who picked up on rumours and 
was driven by greed. 

According to excerpts in the 


Sunday limes. Mossad agents 
used sex and money to lure an 
Iraqi scientist into giving them 
the plans and location of a 
French-built nudear reactor out- 
side Baghdad so Israel could 
bomb and destroy it in 19S1. 

“Publication of excerpts of the 
book marked the second time the 
British newspaper has splashed 
alleged Israeli security secrets on 
its front page. 

In 1986 it published daims by 
Mordechai vaminu. a former 
Israeli nuclear technidan, that 
the Jewish state had stockpiled 
atomic bombs. Vanunu is now 
serving a 16-year jail sentence in 
Israel for treason and espionage. 

The Sunday Times quoted 
Ostrovsky's book as saying a sec- 
ret Mossad cell of 27 agents 
gathers intelligence information 
in the United States. 

The book also alleges that 
Mossad runs more than 2,000 
“sayanim,” or Jewish volunteer 
helpers, in London and that 
others are active in Paris. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said the book was “all 
lies." 

Shamir, in a Jerusalem Post 
interview published Sunday, 
attacked Ostrovsky and defended 
Israel for trying to ban the book 
in Canada and the United States. 

“The whole book was written 
with evil intentions. I believe 
everything written there is based 
on bad will and lies, with the 
intention to hurt Israel," Shamir 
said. 

Asked if Israel withheld in- 
formation about the Beirut 
bombing an an apparent bid to 
sour U.S.-Arab relations or oper- 
ated a super-secret spy ring in the 
United States, as the book 
alleges. Shamir said: “It is all 
lies." 

Ostrovsky told the Israeli 
newspaper Maariv last week he 
wrote the book not only to make 
money but also to try to bring 
about change in the Mossad 
which he said needed supervi- 
sion. 

Senior sources told the Post 
that Shamir, a former Mossad 
operative, gave final approval to 
Israel's strategy of going to court 
over the book. 

An Israeli parliamentary sub- 
committee has summoned the 
current Mossad head to an urgent 
meeting this week to report on 
the affair. 


Heath calls 
for deal with 
Baghdad 

LONDON (AP) — Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein is “no Hitler” 
and should be offered a deal to 
withdraw his troops from Kuwait, 
former Prime Minister Edward 
Heath said Sunday. 

Heath argued in a television 
interview that concessions could 
be made without “rewarding" 
Iraq's decision to invade Kuwait. 
He suggested a deal could be 
arranged through Arab media- 
tion. 

“I don’t believe Saddam Hus- 
sein is a Hitler, in the sense that 
he is then going to have an overall 
conquest of a vast area of coun- 
try. I think from the fact that we 
have produced a response in 
forces it is very clear to him that 
he is not able to do that," Heath 
said in an interview on London 
Weekend Television. 

Asked whether offering some 
kind of concessions would be 
read as rewarding aggression, be 
said: “This can’t possibly show 
him that aggression pays.” 

Heath, who was prime minister 
from 1970 to 1974, said the 
Cuban missile crisis between the 
United States and the Soviet Un- 
ion offered a model for settling 
the current crisis. 

U.S. President John F. Ken- 
nedy offered concessions to 
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrush- 
chev to gain the withdrawal of 
Soviet missiles from Cuba, Heath 
said. 

“That avoided a possible Third 
World war and nobody blamed 
Kennedy for this, everybody said 
it showed remarkable constraint 
and a constructive approach." 
Heath said. 

“If you follow the Kennedy 
example, you don't rub their 
noses in the dirt. He didn't with 
.Khrushchev and the result was 
that Khrushchev had a lot of 
respect for him afterwards.” 

It was essential that any deal 
was struck through Arab media- 
tion. with U.N. and Western 
forces remaining in place in the 
region. Heath said. 

Heath suggested that possible 
concessions could involve 
Kuwaiti islands claimed by Iraq, 
or the debts owed by Iraq to 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Heath has frequently been at 
odds with Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, who defeated 
him in an election for Conserva- 
tive Party leadership in 1975. 


Iraq refutes Bush assertions 


(Continued from page I) 

lion” to the Iraqi takeover of 
Kuwait. 

“Our only object is to resist the 
invasion ordered by Saddam 
Hnssein on Aug. 2." he said 
according to the simultaneous 
Arabic translation read over 
Bash's voice. 

“Kuwait was the victim and 
Iraq the aggressor.” he said. 

The lengthy television com- 
mentary which followed im- 
mediately after Bush's address 
called him a liar and accused him 
of trying to undermine Iraqis’ 
support for their president. 

The commentary, read by a 
television announcer, said Bush 
wanted to be “dictator of the 
whole world.” 

“Bush believes the whole 
world is ready for a new world 
order, an order in which the 


United States is the sole leader." 
the announcer said. 

Bush's statement added: 
“World public opinion has never 
before been this united against 
aggression.'’ 

He said Iraq had made a mis- 
take in invading Kuwait and 
tensed Baghdad's actions “mon- 
strous." 

He also pointed to Iraq's huge 
losses as a result of the United 
Nations embargo against Bagh- 
dad, which he said was costing it 
$20 million a day. 

The Iraqi announcer reiterated 
Baghdad's insistence that it 
would not withdraw from 
Kuwait, which was historically 
part of Iraq and bad been split 
from it by British imperialism. 

Kuwait had also been stealing 
Iraqi oil. he said. 

"The people of Iraq are a great 


people and they have a great 
civilisation and a great history." 
he added. 

“They never violated any coun- 
try or its sovereignty and it is 
naive of Bush to think that he can 
foster differences between the 
people of Iraq and their presi-. 
dent. 

“The president is the son of the 
Iraqi people. He is not a leader 
that was created by the CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency).” 
he added. 

"He is a fighter and he is part 
of the heart of the Iraqi people, 
who love him and respect him. 
He has always been a defender of 
peace and sovereignty." 

The spokesman said Wester- 
ners and other foreigners who 
had left Kuwait since Iraq's inva- 
sion had done so not because of 
Iraq but because of U.S. threats 
of war. 


Iraq ridicules U.S. 
general’s air ‘strategy’ 


NICOSIA (R) — Iraq Sunday 
ridiculed public comments by the 
U.S. air force chief of staff that 
American forces would rely on 
their bombers and fighter jets to 
force Iraqi troops from Kuwait if 
war erupted. 

The international affairs editor 
of the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said General Michael Dugan’s 
remarks, published by the 
Washington Post Sunday, “wQl 
neither shake the fronds of Iraqi 
-palm trees nor awaken a sleeping 
girl." 

Dugan was quoted as saying 
that air force strikes would in- 
clude a massive bombing cam- 
paign against Baghdad that would 
target Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. 

He said this view was shared by 
the other memeis of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the comman- 
der of U.S. forces in the Gulf, 
General Norman Schwarzkopf. 

In response, the INA editor 
said Iraq was “protected by the 
arms of the proud Iraqi hawks 
and by their superior skill.” 

“While ridiculing and mocking 
such statements, we would like to 
warn Dugan, those behind him, 
and all agents and traitors who' 


turned the lands of Najd and 
Hijaz (Saudi Arabia) into dens 
for U.S. planes that these dens 
wfll be demolished over their 
heads,” the commentator said- 

Dugan said targets in Iraq 
would indude air defences, mis- 
sile sites, chemical, nuclear and 
weapons plants, as well as power 
systems', roads and railroads. 

“The cutting edge would be in 
downtown Baghdad. This (bomb- 
ing) would not be nibbling at 
edges. If I want to hurt yon, it 
would be at home, not out in the 
woods some place." the Post 
quoted Dugan as saying. 

The strength of Iraq's huge 
army and tank force makes air 
power "the only answer" to avoid 
a bloody land war that would 
probably destroy Kuwait, the 
military official said. 

. Although he described those as 
“a nice list of targets," be said he 
considered the proposed mea- 
sures -incomplete. > 

Dugan said he had asked plan- 
ners to determine “what is unique 
about Iraqi culture that they put 
very high value on. What is it that 
psychologically would make an 
impact on the population and 
regime in Iraq?" 


Iranian team in Iraq 


(Continued from page 1) 

Tehran to improve relations. 

Mutaqf s visit to Baghdad came 
a day after Iraq issued a criticism 
of a senior Iranian clergyman for . 
saying Iraq gave advance warning 
to the United States that it would 
invade Kuwait. 

The statement by Ayatollah 
Mussavi Ardebfli, a’ former Ira- 
nian chief justice, was “mere lies, 
desperate ideas stemmed from 
shallowness, shortsightedness 
and lack of vision,” INA quoted 
an unnamed “authorised source" 
at the information ministry as 
saying Saturday. 

Almost two-thirds of Iran’s 


members of parliament declared 
the United States “the number 
one enemy of Islam " and said 
Sunday they endorsed the call by 
Khamenei for holy war. 

IRNA said 16S of the parlia- 
ment’s 270 members signed a roll 
as a token of support for 
Khamenei's criticism of the buil- 
dup of U.S. forces in the Gulf and 
“upheld his call for a jihad against 
the American forces." 

IRNA said the deputies said 
that to fight against the U.S. 
forces “is a holy war and that to 
be killed in the performance of 
that duty is to be martyred for a 
religious cause.” 


Baghdad rejects food rules 


(Contoured from page 1) 

on the issue, it said: “We cannot 
accept this mission because it 
conjes within the framework of 
this humiliating resolution.” 

“We also do not expect Sad- 
ruddin Aga Khan to accept such a 
an insulting mission... and hope 
the secretary-general will not fol- 
low such, a course,” it added. 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz had earlier rejected any 
ouside supervision of food sup- 
plies to Iraq. 

Thursday’s “unjust resolution 
is no different from other resolu- 
tions adopted by the council since 
Aug. 2 (when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait).” the Foreign Ministry 
statement said. 


“It seems the American and 
western will is still the dominating 
force in the formulation of Secur- 
ity Connell resolutions,” it 
added. 

It .said Iraq was folly ready to 
cooperate with toe governments' 
of foreigners reading in toe coun- 
try, especially Asians, to ensure 
their needs “and is doing its 
utmost... to continue providing 
them with food supplies and faci- 
litating toe departure of those 
wishing to leave.” 

The Iraqi Red Crescent has 
expressed its full readiness to 
cooperate with similar societies in 
“reducing toe suffering of fore- 
igners residing in Iraq and meet- 
ing their food and medical re- 
quirements.” the statement 
added. 


Conference to defy siege 


(Continued from page 1) 

dates. The proposal was made by 
toe president of Iraq’s workers' 
union who suggested that Arab 
workers stage a boycott, 
'‘every now and then,” of Amer- 
ican shipments or even air 
baggage for two hours across the 
Arab World. 

Facfil Gharib said toe workers 
would then distribute leaflets to 
toe passengers explaining that 
move was to counter the embargo 
against Iraq. 

Organisers said that toe confer- 
ence will issue a memorandum to 
be signed by millions across toe 
Arab World demanding the de- 
parture of foreign troops from toe 
Gulf and calling on toe Arab 
states which have sent troops to 
Saudi Arabia to reconsider their 
decision. 

Participants said that Arab 
political parties will concentrate 
their efforts on increasing con- 
tacts with popular organisations 
in toe states which have lined up 
with Washington to increase the 
pressure on their governments. 

During Sunday's afternoon ses- 
sion. the floor was given to 
participants as well as audience to 
make suggestions. Some mem- 
bers of the audience criticised the 
lack of Arab studies and plans 
necessary to organise a strong 
Arab popular movement. 

In toe morning session. North 
African delegates called for a 
dialogue between Arab and 
European political parties to ex- 
plain the Arab viewpoint. They 
also proposed that a delegation 
comprised of representatives of' 
leftist parties start a dialogue with 
Moscow. 

It was nudear Stmday if JAN- 
DA was going ahead with a mass 
rally wind] was scheduled to be 
held at the Sports City Monday 
afternoon to crown toe three-day 
conference. 

In their appeal to toe meeting, 
leaders of the uprising urged 
Syria to withdraw troops it de- 
ployed in Saudi Arabia. 

They called on Egyptians and 
Moroccans to oppose their gov- 


ernment’s decisions to send 
troops and appealed to toe Arab 
masses to volunteer for military 
service to support Iraq and set up 
a special aid fund. 

A Sudanese delegate to toe 
conference called for commando 
raids against U.S. forces. 

“We are ready to join the Iraqi 
popular army as volunteers and 
to carry out commando opera- 
tions against American forces," 
said Abdullah A1 Hassan of toe 
General Union of Sudanese 
Democratic Youth. 

A Palestinian delegate to toe 
conference urged toe Arab mas- 
ses to make speedy moves in the 
regional and international arenas 
to warn of the consequences of a 
conflict in the Gulf region and 
said that attempts should be 
made by Arab states to make it 
clear that any aggression on Iraq 
would engulf the whole Arab 
Nation. 

Abbas Zaki, member of the 
Central Committee of Fateh, said 
the multinational force had 
started deployment in Saudi Ara- 
bia in July and not after Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait as Israel and 
toe West began to feel toe. need 
to stem the Iraqi military and 
technological migh t 

Zaki paid tribute to Jordan for 
its steadfastness in toe - face of 
continued pressure despite its 
economic hardships and said tha t 
toe Palestinian people back Jor- 
dan in this steadfastness and back 
Iraq s attempt to abort interna- 
tional conspi raci es. 

Another speaker at Sunday’s- 
session was Dr. Masooud AI Sba- 
“ who said that the massing of 
foreigi troops in the Golf reflects 
toe Western feats of a united 
Arab World and an Arab might, 
and manifests the West’s hatred 
of the Arab Nation. 

Abdul ftlajid AI Rafi’i from 
Lebanon said that Iraq was 
a heroic stand in toe face of toe 
dangers posed-to toe Arab Nation 
and in the face of the “American 

invasion." He said that toe Arab 

masses support Iraq’s efforts to 
fepel aggression and end toe fore- 
ign presence on Arab land 
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The unallowed nation 


By Dr. Abdul Rahim Malhas 


WHY is the image of the 
Arabs so bad m the West? ' 
'Why are the Arabs associated 
with violence and aggression? 
Why do the Arabs periodically 
iproduce “villains" like Nasser, 
I : King Faisal, Qadhafi and Sad- 
\jjam Hussein? Why do they 
.play with chemical weapons 
_ and are trying to have atomic 
/ weapons too?... AH these are 
.pertinent questions that itch 
> die brain of Westerners and — 

- some Arabs — especially dur- 
ing these times of doubts and 
"tinceitainties. 

: _ Despite claims to tbe con- 
trary, the above picture re- 
mains to be true. To the aver- 

- age Western mind, the Arabs 
are trouble makers.. They dis- 
turb his orderly system, shake 
bis quiet world, threaten his 
way of life and interrupt bis 
stream of profits. They are an 
annoyance. In particular, the 
.Westerner is deeply upset, and 

.. completely astonished why the 

- Arabs don’t understand things 
the way he does. 

' To help the West understand 
why the Arabs are like that, 
one has to invoke some basic 
facts. » 

When the Arabs opened 
then- eyes SO years ago, they 
discovered some hard realities: 
First, that they had oil in their 
land which was highly vital to 
the industrial West. - Second, 
that they had an enemy on 
tneir land who was fully sup- 
ported by the West. 

. On the other hand the West 
rreatised a few realities of their 
own: First, there was plenty of 
oil which happened to be own- 
ed by bedouins who were 
ignorant, but intelligent. And 
second, that bedouin's oil 
could be purchased very 
cheaply. 

The West bought bedouin's 
oil at a very cheap price, and 
started forming expensive per- 
sonal and industrial habits built 
on the assumption that be- 
douins will remain bedouins,, 
and oil will continue to flow 
cheap. 

To insure permanency of 
this favourable situation, it was 
extremely necessary to keep 
the owners of this God-sent, 
treasure, weak, foreynr.’ 
threatened ^ignorsmt and xjjtjik , 
In dependent' on the West/lf 
was essential to condition the 
Arabs to say "yes sir” every 
time the West winked. 

To achieve this, the West 
helped implant a complexed 
enemy in the middle of the 
Arab’s holy land, thus insuring 
the presence of a permanent 
threat. Consequently, the 
Arab’s energy and concern 
shifted towards the moral task 
of regaining their occupied 
land and containing the new 
■threat. 

Confrontation was inevit- 
able. It occurred in 1948 and 
was fought with weapons pre- 


viously' purchased from the 
West by the corrupt king of 
Egypt. Those arms fired back- 
ward, and the Arabs lost. Nas- 
ser was then a young officer 
who fought in those battles and 
felt the painful facts. When the 
dust settled down, there were 
some logical conclusions could 
not be avoided. 

We are facing a strong 
enemy supported by the West. 

This enemy occupied and 
annexed our land under the 
open eyes of the world. 

To regain our land, we 
would have to enter a new 
battle. 

To win, we would have to be 
strong. 

To be strong, we should 
build our military strength, and 
get rid of corrupt leadership. 

Nasser toppled Farouk. but 
when he came to buy arms 
from the West, he was not 
allowed. When he attempted 
to build the high dam in order 
to decrease his food depend- 
ence on the West, he was not 
allowed. And when he tried to 
Egyptianalise the Egyptian 
Suez Canal, hell broke loose 
and the West invaded his land. 
All his attempts at building self 
strength, starting self depend- 
ence and establishing self 
dignity were strongly opposed. 
However, a seed was planted. 

The late King Faisal of Saudi 
Arabia was a pro-Western. 


came a humiliating and corrupt 
procedure. Use of weapons 
was always conditioned. A 
chemical factory in Libya was 
burned down because of its 
potentials, and Qadhafi was 
warned by a direct American 
air raid that killed his child. 
Saddam’s military industry was 
tolerated as long as it was 
directed against Iran, but when 
he tried to match the Israelis* 
nuclear potential, he was 
raided and his nuclear reactor 
was devastated. 

Transfer of technology was a 
taboo. Tbe Arabs were not 
allowed to leam, but encour- 
aged to unsophisticated tech- 
nology. Complete dependence 
on the West for spare parts was 
firmly established. 

Food cartel of the West kept 
a low profile, but was and is 
the most solid and most 
dangerous cartel in the history 
of the world, so much that 
“bungerisation" became an 
effective alternative to destruc- 
tive weapons. By using certain 
economic formulae, the West 
made us believe that the best 
thing we could do with our 
fertile land is to neglect it. The 
Arabs are now dependent on 
the West for- 70 per cent of 
their food. ' 

Economically, the Arabs, 
who own all this oil. are sup- 
posed to be the richest nation 
on earth, yet they are not only 



‘If Saddam Hussein is crazy, 
what do you call sending mas- 
sive troops to hell by a leader 
who is vacationing?’ 


very moderate, uncornipt and 
stable leader. He used all di- 
plomatic and political channels 
to convince the West that solv- 
ing the Palestinian problem 
was as vital to the Arabs and 
the whole world as oil was to 
the West. Nobody listened. To 
pressure the West to appreci- 
ate the gravity of the problem, 
he temporarily reduced oil 
flow. He was not allowed. He 
did not. last long. 

The new lesson was: The 
West will not allow the Arabs 
to build their strength, claim 
ownership of their vital re- 
sources, nor would the West 
help them regain their land. 
The West, and particularly the 
USA, will always side with the 
Arab's enemy and, apparently, 
moderation was not fruitful. 
Consequently, terrorism was 
spontaneously unleashed. 

Loyal to the principle, the 
West persisted in preventing 
the Arabs from gaining any 
kind of strength, including 
military strength. Arab purch- 
ase of Western weapons be- 


in debt, but still without a solid 
infrastructure. Ironically, the 
largest share of their money is 
in Western banks, helping 
Western economies and paying 
for wasteful Western habits. 
On top. the West can block it 
any time. 

Worse still, is the way the 
Arabs are made to spend their 
efforts and energies. Every 
time they come near solving • 
one problem, one more erupts. 

A great effort is spent on ver- 
bal battles or on unwinnable 
battles. Instead of building life, 
they spend effort fighting 
death. 

After 40 years, few conclu- 
sions were conceived as facts in 
the Arab World: 

One: It is in the interest of 
the West to keep the guardians 
of oil militarily weak, economi- 
cally flaccid , technologically 
ignorant, geopolitically dis- 
persed, gastronomicaliy de- 
pendent, and politically cor- 
rupt. 

Two: The West would go to 
any extent and would use any 




method including military in- 
vasion to keep the Arabs ai the 
stage they found them in: 
ignorant bedouins. 

Three: Sporadic terrorism 
did not lead us anywhere near 
gaining our legitimate rights, 
nor did civilised moderation. 

. Harvesting all this frustra- 
tion over the last 40 years, 
cleared the ground for fun- 
damentalism and radicalism. 
Few things have become very 
dear: If you want to do any- 
thing, do not take the permis- 
sion of the West, they will not 
allow you. Do not pay too 
much attention to the West's 
opinion: it did not pay attention 
to yours. Reverse the old pat- 
tern of explaining then acting, 
to acting then explaining. Do 
not be scared to lose: there is 
not much to lose. Moderation 
does not work. Extremism is 
all that has remained. 

A kind of world madness is 
now prevailing. A madness 
created by the lack of explana- 
tion of why cannot 200 million 
Arabs with their oil balance 5 
million Israelis on the Amer- 
ican scale of interest? And why 
does American prefer com- 
mands to asking when dealing 
with nations who are ready to 
give? And why can not the 
West understand that the 
Arabs are no more the be- 
douins they were? 

Observation of some schi- 
zophrenic behaviour can not 
• pass unnoticed. The West and 
particularly the United States 
strongly condemns terrorism, 
but does not help moderation. 
It preaches diplomacy, but 
practises forces and military 
deployment. Asks for conces- 
sions and then ignores them. 
Takes decades to notice a re- 
solution and days to implement 
some other resolutions. If Sad- 
dam Hussein is crazy, what do 
you call sending massive troops 
to hell by a leader who is 
vacationing? 

Some sanity is needed. It can 
very well start by allowing the 
Arabs to regain their legiti- 
mate rights. 


Crisis threatens Jordan’s shipping sector 


By P.V. Vraekanand . 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The imposition of a 
war risk insurance on ships dock- 
ing at Aqaba against the looming 
presence of American-led naval 
forces enforcing a blockade 
against imports and exports to 
Iraq is posing grave problems not 
only for Jordan's shipping sector 
but may also threaten the King- 
dom’s exports of phosphate and 
potash — the mainstay of the 
national economy. 

While the dripping sector faces 
an additional payment of as much 
as $25,000 per week on every 
vessel that is calling at Aqaba, tbe 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany confronts the possible toss- 
of its competitive edge in Asian 
and Far Eastern markets in terms 
of lower freight costs if it was to 
make its own arrangements to 
ship its products. 

“As oi now, we do not have 
any serious pr obl ems as far as our 
exports are concerned since most 
of our buyers are making their 
own arrangements to pick up 
phosphates from Aqaba,” said . 
Ishaq Al Jallal, deputy general 
nanager of the Jordan Phosphate 
Vfines Company. “But we have 
xoblenu in importing some 
terns such as ammonia where we 
lave to pay war risk insurance 
. diich raises. our cost of produc- 
ion," Jaflal toid the Jordan 
Tines 

What makes it worse, accord- 
ig to the Jordan Shipping 
hgents Association, is the reality 
ut there is little reason for the 
nporition of the 0.25 per cent 
ir risk insurance on vessels 
. odting at Aqaba given the .fact 
i at “there are no war or war-Kke 
Unities or troops or the like (in 
£ Red Sea) as in die Gulf.” 
“The pres e nt U-S. navy unit is 
nply mere to stop shops car- 
ing Iraqi cargo or Iraqtstnps 
itering” Aqaba, tbe association 


said in a memo to the War Risk 
Rating Committee of Lloyds of 
London, which represents lead- 
ing cargo insurers. 

The memo pointed out that 
Jordan had enforced United Na- 
tions Security Council Resolution 
661 calling for international sanc- 
tions against Iraq for its takeover 
of Kuwait Aug. 2, and explicitly 
prohibited discharge and trans- 
port of Iraqi goods via Aqaba. 
Despite this and an undertaking 
by the United States administra- 
tion not to obstruct Jordanian 
trade, Jordan is facing a de facto 
war-like situation, seriously 
hampering its economy, “for no 
reason or act of its own." 

But, if tbe shipping sector is in 
a dilemma over the dramatic 
addition of war insurance on 
ships heading for Aqaba, the 
national economy faces another 
grave crisis: a surcharge which 
translates into as much as an 
extra $10 per tonne on the cost of 
phosphates which may deprive 

the Kingdom Of its competitive- 
ness in freight terms in the inter- 
national market. 

An industry source said the 
United States and Morocco, two 
of Jordan’s major competitors in 
the international phosphate mar- 
ket, were trying to “exploit the 
situation by saying that Jordan is 
no longer a reliable supplier.” 

But India, the largest purchas- 
er of Jordanian phosphates, is 
continuing its regular schedule of 
imports from Jordan and is deter- 
mined that it wfll not allow the 
situation in the Red Sea to affect 
its trade -with Jordan, according 
to other sources. 

“The schedule for Indian bulk 
earners to call at Aqaba to pick 
up phosphates is set sun til De- 
cember this year,” said a source. 

“Moves are also underway to set 
the schedule starting January 
1991,” added the source. 

The Jordan Phosphat e Mines 
C omp any, winch exported 6.4 
million tonnes of phosphates, and 


the Arab Potash Company which 
sold 1.4 tonnes of potash in 1989, 
are seriously affected “by reason 
of shipowners imposing an in- 
creased rate of freight to corres- 
pond with your increased and 
unrealistic war risk insurance,” 
the Shipping Agents Association 
told Lloyds. “If the condition 
prevails, it could drive the (phos- 
phate and potash) companies out 
of business," it said. “We have 
been officially requested by the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany to interfere and bring your 
kind attention this serious repres- 
sion on the country's economy." 

In addition, it said, “as a result 
of your increased war risk insur- 
ance, freight on inward cargo has 
also unrealistically increased to 
an extent that reflects to over 50 
per cent on containers from the 
Far East, let alone many shipping 
lines that ceased to call at Aqaba 
in view of the excessive war risk 
insurance.” 

According to Tawfiq Kawar, 
president of the Jordan Shipping 
Agents Association, the imposi- 
tion of war risk insurance means 
that a vessel insured for $10 
million will pay $25,000 per 
week, and to load 25,000 tonnes 
of phosphate the rate will amount 
to SI per tonne. “This equals to 
more than 2.5 per cent or actual 
fee mi board price of phosphates 
and 2^ per cent of die previous 
normal freight to Europe,” be 
said. The hike could be as much 
as $18 per tonne for shippers to 
Indonesia if the additional marine 
insurance is also taken into con- 
sideration. he said. 

“We therefore kindly ask to 
reexamine your war risk insur- 
ance rate io be compatible with 
the realistic situation and also 
considering the extreme damage 
on Jordan’s economy," the asso- 
ciation told Lloyds. 

According to port sources at 
Aqaba, the American-led naval 
force at the Straits of Tiran, the 
mouth of Gulf of Aqaba, is fob 


Gulf crisis pushes NATO 
towards major change 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — NATO could 
assume a much wider world role 
in the wake of tbe Gulf crisis and 
as the Soviet Union becomes a 
partner rather (ban a threat. 

During the cold war, the 16- 
nation. alliance regarded regional 
conflicts and problems outside 
the territory of its member na- 
tions as little more than 
sideshows. 

But it was made dear at a 
meeting of NATO foreign minis- 
ters in Brussels on Monday that 
the alliance could soon take a 
much more active global role 
because of the enormous econo- 
mic and strategic implications of 
tbe Gulf crisis. 

“You have a new challenge 
which clearly affects the security 
of our member nations," NATO 
Secretary-General Manfred 
Woemer told a news conference 
after the meeting. 

“We have to consider bow to 
take the consequences, which les- 
sons to draw... It is dear that we 
have a lot to think about.” 

The question he was asked — 
would NATO change its 1949 
founding charter to enable tbe 
avowedly defensive alliance to 
intervene militarily outside its 


own area? — would have brought 
a firm “no" just a few months 
ago. 

This time the answer was diffe- 
rent. 

Although any change in 
NATO's fundamental principles 
is not likely to come quickly, and 
would be highly controversial 
with some members, other prom- 
inent officials have been blunt. 

NATO's supreme commander 
in Europe, U.S. General John 
Galvin, said in a newspaper inter- 
view on Monday that the alliance 
would have to take a more “all- 
encompassing view of things” 
now that the cold war was over. 

“Tbe structure, the machinery 
for meeting a crisis, will have to 
be reexamined and streng- 
thened,” he told Britain's Finan- 
cial Tunes. 

NATO's integrated military 
command structure has at its dis- 
posal a sleek military machine 
that now faces a non-existent 
enemy in Europe. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher said recently that 
NATO must take on more “out 
of area" defence responsibilities 
and that the United States, the 
alliance's senior member, was 
tired of being “the world's 
policeman.” 

U.S. officials have tried hard to 


convince everyone that they are 
happy with allied support for 
Washington's military buildup in 
the Gulf. 

But tbe fact remains that most 
NATO members, with the excep- 
tion of Britain and France, have 
committed precious little in terms 
of military muscle, despite the 
latest appeal from Washington 
for troops, air and sea transport. 

What is more, the U.S. media 
and public are becoming in- 
creasingly angry at what they see 
as a refusal by their allies to 
shoulder more of the financial 
and military burden. 

Any serious discussion of 
changes to NATO’s military role 
would provoke a serious row 
within the allian ce, and Woemer 
stressed that the time was not yet 
ripe to draw tbe lessons from the 
Gulf crisis. 

France, joined by Spain and 
some other allies, has already* 
expressed serious reservations 
about NATO taking on an ex- 
panded military role in the post- 
cold war era. France is not a 
member of NATO’s integrated 
military command. 

But Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
more than a month ago has 
brought home to NATO that 
threats to its security do not have 


to come in the form of Soviet 
tank divisions. 

Stock markets in tbe West have 
tumbled, oil prices have rock- 
eted, suddenly bringing the spec- 
tre of recession to many of the 
world's most powerful econo- 
mies. 

Moreover, many governments 
are worried that Iraq may be only 
a few years away from acquiring 
nuclear arms, and that it has 
already used chemical weapons 
against its Kurdish minority. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker told reporters that interna- 
tional measures should be streng- 
thened to deny Iraq and other 
countries “weapons of mass des- 
truction." 

NATO diplomats and officials 
said one possibility could be for 
the alliance to set up a body to try 
and control the spread of such 
military technology, possibly with 
the Soviet Union. 

“There is no doubt that the 
‘out of area' role we play is 
going to be one of the major 
questions, if not the major ques- 
tion. of the next few years," said 
one NATO official. 

“Because of what’s happened 
in the Gulf, we're going to have 
think about it a whole lot faster 
than we planned." 


Gulf role restores Mitterrand’s 
popularity, political weight 


By Douglas Hamilton 

Reuter 

PARIS, — President Francois 
Mitterrand has revived his sag- 
ging popularity by leading France 
to a frontline role in the Gulf 
crises, staking a place among tbe 
major stares. 

By sending forces to the Gulf 
and steering a policy course 
alongside Washington and Mos- 
cow, be has banished a percep- 
tion of France as a fading power 
in the shadow of United Ger- 
many. 

When the Berlin Wall fcfl last 
November, Mitterrand erred in 
pubtidy judging German unity as 
“not on the agenda for today". 
IBs standing at borne subsequent- 
ly slumped, helped by squabbling 
in his socialist party over econo- 
mic poBcy. 


France felt politically sidelined, 
and economically threatened, by 
tile potential power of a united 
Germany in a radically changed 
Europe after the Cold War era. 
Some critics said Mitterrand, at 
73, was too tied to the past to 
learn bow to command tbe 
emerging new political order. 

But the “gulf factor” has 
checked tht i mp re s s i on. 

“Mitterrand wants to be pre- 
sent on all levels ... To be seen 
acting more often, sometimes 
dramatically, someti m es serene- 
ly,” a leading business newsletter 
said. 

He foresaw a crisis lasting np to 
sue months, resulting in negotia- 
tions and a “new deal of the cards 
in the middle east” at which 
France was determined to be 
present, it said. 


While West German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl had to apologise 
that the constitution prevented 
German forces going to the Gulf, 
Mitterrand backed the United 
States with 14 Warships, 9,000 
men and nearly 50 helicopters to 
enforce the U.N. embargo 
against Iraq. 

The president held three leng- 
thy news conferences on the crisis 
in August, a record for a leader 
often criticised for aloofness. 

His aim was to assure tbe 
nation he was at the helm as the 
world entered what he called “the 
logic of war”. 

“We have an intervention force 
second only to that of the United 
States and well ahead of the 
others,” he said last week. 

France was one of the big five 
powers on the Security Council, 


and was in direct contact with the 
White House and the Kremlin 
and, as president of a nuclear 
power, bore special personal re- 
sponsibility for world peace, Mit- 
terrrand said. 

He displays a brand of states- 
manship France appreciates, 
combining Gaullist independence 
with international solidarity. 

The message is that France is 
neither in thrall to the U.S. nor 
allergic to the Soviet Union, that 
it is not afraid of tbe option of 
war, and it belongs with tbe 
major powers. 

France would intervene "in the 
case of fresh aggression by Iraq" 
in the Gulf but otherwise "has no 
intention of exceeding the U.N. 
Security Council mandate," Mit- 
terrand has said. 


lowing a policy of “suspect until 
proven innocent" in challenging 
and boarding vessels heading for 
the Jordanian port. 

One of the sources recounted 
that a Taiwanese ship was car- 
rying basic raw materials for 
paint, steel bars, building mate- 
rial and cables destined for Jor- 
dan was held back by the Amer- 
ican force. “It appeared that the 
commander of the force was ap- 
plying a perogative which allows 
him to turn back ships carrying 
any cargo which may be used by 
Iraq even though it could be 
destined for a Jordanian purchas- 
er," he said. “The Taiwanese 
ship. An, had to wait for three 
days outside the Straits of Tiran 
before it was cleared to proceed 
to Aqaba after tbe American 
commander was satisfied that the 
cargo was bonafide Jordanian im- 
ports,” the source told the Jordan 
Times speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

One of the immediate effects of 
such loggerjams at Aqaba is high- 
er prices in the local market for 
imported products, local 
businessmen pointed out. “If the 
situation continues, the rate of 
inflation could climb, and there is 
little hope of any contained infla- 
tion as forecast by our govern- 
ment,” said an importer of con- 
sumer products from Europe. 

Ironically, reports from Lon- 
don indicated that hull insurance 
for ships heading for Oman, 
where dozens of warships are 
concentrated and which is more 
closer to the area of possible war 
risk, is lower than that for Aqaba 
at 0.2 per cent. 

Marine insurance for cargo 
moving to or from Gulf ports in 

northern Saudi Arabia have been 
cut while there was no change in 
the Red Sea situation. Rates for 
cargo heading for or coming from 

Dammam or Saudi pons north of 
there dipped by 0.25 per cent and 
0.4 per cent from Oo and 0.523 
per cent respectively. 
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Samaranch calls for Olympic truce 


TOKYO (R) — Olympic Games 
chief Juan Antonio Samaranch 
called Sunday for an "Olympic 
truce*' to bring peace to the 
world. 

Speaking at the formal opening 
of the 96th session of the Intema- 
tional Olympic Committee 
(IOC). Samaranch predicted that 
the Olympic movement founded 
in 1894 would in the next century 
become a forum for peaceful 
dialogue between nations. 

“During its second century of 
existence Olympism will. I am 
convinced, become the privileged 
forum for the encounter, reflec- 
tion and action of the rising forces 
in our world." the IOC president 
told delegates. 

"By establishing between them 
a kind of Olympic truce in keep- 
ing with the needs and hopes of 
our time, these rising forces could 
come together beneath the sym- 


bol of the five inter-linked rings 
to make a reality of those 
values... freedom, the greater 
welfare of all. solidarity and 
peace." 

Samaranch made no direct re- 
ference to moves to ban Iraq 
from the forthcoming Asian 
Games in Peking because of its 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2- 

Tbe IOC has expressed support 
for the Kuwaiti National Olympic 
Committee which is in exile in 
Saudi Arabia and Samaranch 
paid tribute to Sheikh Fahd A1 
Sabah, the Kuwaiti IOC member 
who was killed during the inva- 
sion. 

Fahd. a member of the Kuwaiti 
royal family, was a prominent 
international sports leader and 
Samaranch said: "His sudden 
death at the height of his powers 
is, for us, a great loss most sorely 


Marseille turns French 
League into a procession 


PARIS (R) — Champions visitors on the way and Papin 
Marseille began to turn the clinched it with his seventh goal 
French Soccer League inro a pro-' of the season nine minutes after 
cession with an accomplished 2-0 the break, tapping in a Laurent 
away win against Toulouse which Fournier cross, 
put them four points clear at the Caen, who bad been second, 
top of the table. slipped with a 3-2 defeat away to 

England winger Chris Waddle Paris St Germain (PSGl and suf- 
and the inevitable marksman fered the frustration of seeing 
Jean- Pierre Papin struck in each home goalkeeper Joel Bats save a 
half to give Marseille both points second-half penalty from Dutch- 
in their last game before new man Piet Den Boer, 
technical director Franz Becken- 
bauer joins them Tuesday. Yugoslav World Cup pair Zlat- 

Wirh the two teams immediate- ko Vujovic and Safet Susie both 
ly behind them failing to win. got on the score-sheet for PSG, 
Auxerre leapfrogged into second who conceded a second penalty a 
place with a 1-0 awav victory in minute from the final whistle, this 
Sochaux thanks to a 49th-minute time converted by Fabrice Di- 
goal from stopper William Pru- vert. 

nier. Caen dropped to third on 11 

They have 12 points and are points, ahead on goal difference 
four behind Marseille, the only of Monaco, who drew 0-0 in Nice 
unbeaten side in the league after Friday. 

nine games. Newly-promoted Nancy got off 

Marseille looked to have a the bottom of the table thanks to 
tricky fixture in their last match a 3-2 win over Nantes with Soviet 
under the leadership of Gerard former Juventus player Alexan- 
Gili. who becomes Becken- der Zavarov hitting the winner 
bauer’s assistant next week. and also his first goal for his new 
They had not won in Toulouse club, 
in six years and the hosts had Rennes, the other promoted 
handed" them their first defeat last club, replaced Nancy at tbe foot 
season. of the table after a 2-1 home 

But a magnificent curling shot defeat by Montpellier, the visi- 
bv Waddle from well outside the tors’ first away win in more than 
area in the 25th minutef.'put the r . two .years. _ 

Australian wins 500 c c 
motorcycle Grand Prix 


PHILLIP ISLAND, Australia 
(R) — Wayne Gardner and Mick 
Doohan scored a double home 
triumph for Australia when they 
took the first two places on Hon- 
das in the final 500 cc Motorcycl- 
ing Grand Prix of the season 
Sunday. 

It was a repeat victory for last 
year’s winner Gardner but the 
first time since 1949 that two 
Australians had scored a one-two 
in a Grand Prix. 

Gradner. who completed the 
30 laps in 47 minutes 45,053 
seconds was less than a second 
ahead of Doohan at the finish. 

American Wayne Rainey on a 
Yamaha, who had already won 
the World Championship, 
finished third. 

Championship runner-up 
Kevin Schwantz of the United 
States suffered a spectacular fall 
in the closing stages while chasing 
Gardner on his Suzuki but was 
not seriously injured. 


Doohan, who two weeks ago 
achieved his first Grand Prix win 
in Hungary, finished third in the 
championship standings. 

Gardner, still troubled by in- 
jury after breaking a bone in his 
wrist earlier in the season, was 
pressured throughout by Doohan 
but managed to hold him off. 

“With my wrist hurting I nearly 
gave up a couple of times but in 
the end I did it," be said. 

Last year's champion, Amer- 
ican Eddie Lawson, finished 
fourth after a slow start on his 
Yamaha and Britain's Niall 
Mackenzie, riding a Suzuki, was 
fifth. 

Earlier. American John 
Kocinski won the 250 cc race to 
clinch his first World Cham- 
pionship and 17-year-old Loris 
Capirossi of Italy became the 
world's youngest motorcycle 
champion with victory in the 125 
cc event. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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A TOUCH OF LARCENY 


Nciihtr vulnerable. North deal'* 

NORTH 
4 A K Q ft 
8 6 
10 6 3 

* A J 10 V 
V, KST KANT 

♦ 10 » T : * 5 3 

7 5 3 A J 10 4 

J 8 5 A 0 9 ■* 

* Q 7 3 4542 

SOUTH 
4 J a 4 
K Q 9 2 
K 7 2 
4 K 8 6 
The bidding. 

Nvrfh hast South Wes! 

1 4 Past 2 NT Paw 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening Icjd: besen of 
Sometimes you lock af ail Four 
hands and wonder how declarer was 
able ?o make hr. coni ract. or how he 
Happened 10 go down a trick or two 
in a contract that way "on ice." The 
reason should be obvious— ai the 
table, only two hands are visible. 
See what a difference that can make 
on this hand from a national cham- 
pionship event. 

The auction was routine. For 
those purists who feel that South 
was a point short for his jump, de- 
clarer Tell his jack in partner’s suit 
should be upgraded. Indeed, it 
proved to be worth a trick 
West led a top-of- nothing heart. 


and *hcn East rose with the ace n 
would seem that declarer had nine 
tricks for »hc taking— four spades, 
two hearts and rwo clubs off the 
top, with a "sure" trick in dia- 
monds shouid the opponent attack 
tha: suit. 

That is cxacMy whai East did. ex- 
cept that defender found the devil- 
ish shift to the yuecn of diamonds! 
Declarer, a many -time national 
champion, played low. and fol- 
lowed low again when East contin- 
ued with the four— naturally, if East 
held the jack, dummy's ten would 
force the ace from West. 

West did wjn the trick, bur it was 
with the jack. The diamond contin- 
uation was automatic, and an em- 
barrassed South saw East rise with 
The ace to fell the king, then cash fhe 
nine of diamonds for a onc-lrii’L 
set. 

Can you imagine South's chagrin 
when ihc scores were posted. There, 
for the world to see. was the fact 
(hat he had been defeated in a con- 
tract that was made, sometimes with 
overt ricks, by every other declarer! 


- Samaranch expressed support 
for national Olympic co mmi ttees 
(NOCs) in Eastern Europe. 

“In these troubled times, far be 
it from us to pass the slightest 
judgment on the highly complex 
political problems which are still 
evolving rapidly as we watch," be 
said. 

But be added: “The Olympic 
movement is naturally concen- 
trating its efforts on actively sup- 
porting the NOCs of the coun- 
tries concerned." 

Sports leaders from seven East 
European countries visited the 
IOC’s Swiss headquarters earlier 
this year for talks with Samar- 
anch. 

The IOC president has set up a 
panel to study the future of sports 
organisations in the Baltic repub- 
lics of Latvia, Lithuania and 


Estonia, winch are seeking inde- 
pendence from the Soviet Union. 

Os South Africa's projected 
return to the Olympic movement, 
Samaranch said: “One of our 
major concerns remains the vic- 
tory over apartheid in sport." 

"Ultimately, tbe solution will 
have to come from our African 
friends themselves. But 1990 has 
seen an easing of the situation 
and we shall all be happy and 
proud to witness the day when 
South African athletes rejoin 
their fellows from all over tbe 
world at the Olympic Games." 

On the problem of doping, 
Samaranch said some progress 
bad been made but " perhaps not 
as rapid as we might have wished. 
We must take care that practical 
solutions are not buried beneath 
an avalanche of good intentions 
and soothing words." 


Barcelona retains lead 
in Spanish 1st division 


Athens is still the key to 
1996 Olympic conundrum 
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TOKYO (R) — With 48 hours to 
go before the vote for the 1996 
Olympic host city, dear forecasts 
of the outcome are about as rare 
as a meatball in a sushi bar. 

The 3,000 members of the so- 
called Olympic family jammed 
into Tokyo’s vast Takar.awa 
Hotel complex have been is a 
ferment of speculation in recent 
days about tbe destination of the 
games. 

While the high priests of the 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) executive board have 
gone about their formal business, 
the rank and file have been trying 
to pick a winner among the six 
dties bidding for the games. 

But the only thing everyone 
can agree on is that this is one of 
the closest bidding contests since 
the modern Olympics began in 
1896. 

The six candidates entered for 
Tuesday’s ballot are Athens, 
Atlanta, Belgrade, Manchester, 
Melbourne and Toronto, but the 
key to the conundrum is Athens. 

Some IOC members believe 
the Greek capital may be unbeat- 
able because of its andent Olym- 
pic traditions and the symbolism 
of returning the games to the 
scene of their rebirth 100 years 
ago. The IOC is strong on sym- 
bolism. 

Others, less traditionalist in 
their outlook, see Athens as a 
rank outsider because of the city’s 
problems with pollution, infras- 
tructure, and political instability, 
although Greek officials naturally 
say ail these difficulties can and 
will be overcome. 

Athens officials have con- 
ducted a more or less successful 
damage control exercise by drop- 
ping previous claims that the 
games should be theirs by right. 

At the same time there is a 
distinct feeling among rival dties 
that the Greeks have mounted an 
excessively hard sell. Athens's 
rivals deny this is sour grapes. 

The Athens delegation pulled 
of a minor public relations coup 
Sunday by inviting all 15.000 
athletes and team officials on a 
three-day post-games cruise 
around the Greek islands if 
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Athens gets the nod. 

But the announcement was in- 
tended largely as a goodwill ges- 
ture rather than a serious attempt 
to influence tbe IOC vote. 

Only Atlanta among the six 
cities appears to have picked up 
any significant momentum in re- 
cent days, although there could 
still be a lack of enthusiasm at the 


MADRID (R) — Barcelona 
stayed top of Spanish soccer’s 
first division Saturday with a 3-2 
away victory over newly- 
promoted Real Beds while Real 
Madrid rebounded from defeat 
last weekend with a 3-0 home win 
over Real Mallorca. 

Aitor Beguiristain, Khristo 
Stoichkov and Ronald Koeman 
put a clearly superior Barcelona 
3-0 up in the first half. But the 
league leaders were jolted after 
the interval when Betis struck 
two goals in as many minutes. 

Beguiristain gave Barcelona 
the lead in the 10th minute when 
he took a pass from Juan 
Goicoechea and shot home 
strongly. 

Seventeen minutes later Be- 
guiristain passed to Jose Bakero 
who headed the ball down for 
Bulgarian striker Stoichkov to 
score with a low shot. 

Dutch defender Koeman, who 
— like Stoichkov — scored in last 
Sunday's 3-1 win over Valencia, 
netted the third with a powerful 
free-kick just before tbe interval. 

Betis, kept at bay throughout 
the first half, pulled one back in 
the 77th minute when Antonio 
Valentin surprised Barcelona's 


World Cup goalkeeper Andom 
Zubizanreta with a header. 

Jose Mel added a second for 
tbe Seville dub two minutes later 
but Barcelona held on to secure 
both points and maintain the only 
100 per cent record in tbe league 
after three games. 

Real Madrid, beaten by Sevilla 
last weekend, failed to breach tbe 
Real Mallorca defence for nearly 
an hour. 

Hugo Sanchez, winner of the 
Golden Boot Award last season 
as the most prolific marksman in 
Europe, broke tbe deadlock after 
58 minutes, pouncing after the 
Mallorca goalkeeper had foiled to 
control a shot by Romanian mid- 
fielder Gheorgbe Hagi. 

Emilio Bntragueno scored nine 
minutes later and Mexican striker 
Sanchez added his second and 
Real's third in foe 77th minute. 

Rafael Gordillo, Real Madrid’s 
international midfielder, had a 
miserable jubilee outing in has 
400th league match, going off 
after just two minutes with a knee 
injury. 

He will miss the European Cup 
first round first leg match against 
Odense in Denmark next week, 
the chib’s doctor said. 


to the United States so soon after 
the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. LONDON (R) — The experts 
Fbw are willing to discount who argue that English League 

Melbourne and Toronto, soccer is in danger of becoming 

although Manchester is given lit- predictable were looking smug 
tie chance. Belgrade is given Saturday, 
none at all. With less than a month of the 

Eighty-seven IOC members new season gone, the wealthy 
are expected to be present for names of Liverpool, Manchester 
Tuesday's secret ballot, although United, Arsenal and Tottenham 
President Juan Antonio Samar- were already to be found at the 
anch will not vote. top of the table, all seeming good 

The day's proceedings will get bets to prosper throughout the 
under way with one-hour pre- wet, muddy English winter, 
sentations by each candidate be- Nobody, as usual, has paid 
fore IOC members bear reports much attention to Crystal Palace, 
by various commissions sent to F.A. Cup finalists last May but 
evaluate the six dties. traditionally as fashionable as a 

The ballot is scheduled to begin tweed jacket m a discotheque, 
around 6:45 p.m. (0945 GMT) That might have changed 
with the candidate receiving the Saturday when Palace had the 
fewest votes eliminated after each chance to lead the first division 
round. for the first time since 1979 

assuming they beat Nottingham 
To help members keep track of Forest, 
proceedings 'banert* papers for . "In the event they could; only 
each 'round' 'will a different" TfraW 2-2' requiring " an cqu&hser 


colour. 

Rounds will continue as neces- 
sary until one candidate achieves 
victory with a simple majority of 
44 votes. 

The key element in the voting 
pattern is expected to be tbe 
number of votes Athens can 
attract on the first ballot. 

A number of IOC members 
feet a reasonable showing for 
Athens in the first round could 
serve as a platform on which to 
build a winning total. Others 
have suggested the Greek capital 
could make an exit on the second 
or third ballot. 

At 8:47 p.m. (1147 GMT) 
Samaranch will open a sealed 
envelope containing the result 
and announce the winner via a 
live satellite video hook-up with 
the bidding dties. 


with five minutes to go from 
Geoff Thomas to earn a point. It 
was hardly the stuff of potential 
champions but, for Palace, it may 
prove merely a temporary set- 
back. 

Twelve months ago this week, 
tbe dub were the laughing stock 
of British football. 

They had just been beaten 9-0 
by Liverpool at Anfield and crept 
back to London wondering what 
further misfortunes awaited 
them. 

Their revival since that black 
day shows why Steve Coppell, the 
former England winger, is re- 
garded as one of the best mana- 
gers in the country. 

The shrewd Coppell has built 
an impressive side around 
talented individuals like Ian 
Wright, Andy Gray and England 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll ftighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
unusual matter, probably of a 
romantic nature, ml arise to give 
you a m uc h Deeded lift and there 
will be no c pmpfir»tio n« to cause 
you any regrets or rccrimma- 
tioos... 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You cao note bow to do three 
things during the daytime that will 
add to value ofyoor property and 
possessor while tonight you can 
be off to vmt dose frieuds- 
TACROS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can jom with those who are 
expe ri enced at warn to gain your 
per s ona l desires during the day- 
time but tonight listen to the advice 
of a money exp ert . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jane 21) 
Daytime is fine for phoning just 
what yon are going to do regarding 
practical matters during the com- 
ing days, then let assoc iate s know 
of your wishes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Close companions of defi- 
nite views can aid you to formulate 
a campaign of action for the future; 
tonight get the ass i st an ce from a 
dose co mra de. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be off 
to get any support possible from a 
btgwfe with power to release to you 
ana then yon can jean with friends 
wish tbe same interests as yourself. 

VIRGO: (Augnst 22 to September 
22) Be on the lookout for all kinds 
of information you can utilize from 


new sources," then yw “n*m|y 
way to us© this data m a worauy 

activity. 

T.iMA i (September 23 to October 

22) During the daytime you can 
reach anew understanding; “P**® - 
tfcal channels with your attach- 
ment but tonight be off to new 
scenes to increase contacts. . 
SCORPIO: (October 23 TO Novem- 
ber 21) Pttbfic matters to be done 
can best be tbe object of your 
daytime focus wink: at flight there 

are many problems requiring <Ss- 
f MMt g and solving. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

December 21) Spend the daytime 

bffiSra* 1 ^S B ^lerise a plan for 
attending to them white tonight get 
out in t£e world at action. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) The daytime is fine for 
enjoying tbe outlets which usually 
brmg you tbe greatest amount of 
pleasure; then untight get into 
work you really like to perform. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fetmi- 
ary 19) Stay at borne durin g tbe 
day and get everything into apple 
order there while in the evening 
you can be off to appealing enter- 
tainments. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Do as much Hashing around 
and seeing as many dose relatives, 
neighbours, other contacts during 
the day but be at home and enjoy 
your family tonight. 


squad goalkeeper Nigel Martyn 
and is now waiting to discover if 
his men can trouble the bigger 
clubs cm a regular baas. 

Palace’s failure to go top Satur- 
day, he believes, could prove a 
blessing in disguise. 

"I think it’s stupid all this talk 
about us going top," he said. 

“It would have been nice if we 
had gone top, nothing more. I 
was satisfied with one point to- 
day." 

Coppell’s old chib, Manchester 
United can also have more optim- 
ism than for several years. 

A lofty league position and a 
return to European compet i tion 
this week have left manager Alec 
Ferguson admitting he feels more 
comfortable than at almost any 
time in his reign at Old Tknfford. 

No-one, however, performed 
more impressively this weekend 
than Arsenal in iheir^iwin over ; ’ 
Chelsea. ’ T ° :J7r 

Manager George Graham sung 
the praises of Swede Anders Lim- 
par and suggested be could be- 
come a key figure in the title race. 

“He’s a match-winner, there’s 
no question about that," he said 
of Limpar, signed from Italian 
side Cremonese after the World 
Cup. “Anders is the one I'll look 
to for that little bit of magic and 
inspiration to unlock defences." 

Arsenal’s delight contrasted 
with less appealing scenes in Scot- 
land at the Edinburgh Derby 
match between Hibernian and 
Hearts. 

Dozens of people were 
arrested and the match was twice 
halted by crowd trouble promp- 
ted by Hearts’ controversial 
takeover bid for tbeir rivals ear- 
lier in the year. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 



“I’m gonna keep my weight. You s 
never know when fat might become 
fashionable again!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME. 

_ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortfnary words. 


NEFTO 


TUSEG 


ENFRYZ 


LAFTUR 


"XI 
nA iii 






Duttsvilta^ 

HI J*. 


WHAT THE 
TAXIPERMIST 
WAS BY NATURE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


Print answer here: 


Jumbles: PURGE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
BODILY LATEST 


Answer How did the heavy drinker fit into that par- 
ty?— “TIGHTLY" 


THE Daily Crossword byCnUgi 


Andy Capp 



I bumped \*<toHER\ 

IN THE AWZXET SHE J 
WAKTcD>TO KN3W 

WHB*£ShES«x»-J 

( £>ID\CXJ TELL HER 

> SH£*S GETTING j< 
( mUO-TOO SERIOUS 
v --— , ABOUT ME P , — ■* 


f I DtO. Z TOLD 
V HER TO 
|(BAO< OFF ) 

f thanks, per^' 

y Ii£> DO -< 

, WITHOUT V3U) 


I KNOW WHERE X SWND. 
-7 HE REGARDS MEAS ^ 
( A RATHER HAND/ j'Z-' 
> VB*SlONOPHIS — 

[ NUMSERONE PK3BDN H 


Peanuts 


I ACTUALLY GOT A 
LETTER FROM PE6GY JEAN 
THIS MORNING.. 


SUE SAID SHE STILL 

thinks about me. 

AND STILL LIKES 
ME. AND.. 


STRIKE THREE! 


UJHAT HAPPENED TO 
STRIKE ONE AND 
STRIKE TUiO ? 


MM 




ACROSS . b b L 

1 Director _ 

George '« 

S Long lima 

10 Blind as — ,T 

14 Having wings = — ■ 

15 Covering ■ 

1G Ornamental 3 

container » 

17 Small map “ 

e.g. ■ 

18 Unsubstantial M 

19 Yearn 

20 Informer w 

21 Mountain u 

m 

23 Compare 7 

24 Feudal lords _ 

26 Fountain drink 

27 — firms _ 

28 Musical «r *» 

direction — 

X Foundations ** 

31 Nestles = 

32 Dunk I 

35 an ancient “ " 

Mariner.. - 

36 Sidekick* * ngoTnbmwiui 

37 Bluish greeo « mm* 4nw* 

38 Prohibit 

39 Strikebreakers 2 Arm bone 

40 Rely on 3 Impractical 

si Out To schemes 

i The Ball 4 Devoured 
Game” 5 Hunting dogs 

43 Swindler 8 Knowledge- 

44 Recipient atria 

45 Show up 7 Endures wWi 

47 Sly looks a smile 

49 Ad toward 8 Handies 

50 Inventor 9 Snoop 

Whitney 10 Benefits 

53 J»i — 11 Starling oyer 

54 TVS Sonat phrase 

55 “You can't 12 Tennis name 

keep — maa 13 Adolescent 
down" 22 TtuK leader 

57 Certain bones 23 Asian land 
» Like a poem 25 Angers 
59 Strange 28 Soviet Jets 
language . 27 Gootfoye 

M Poet Sandburg 29 Wishes 
•1 Etna's son undone 

S3 Genufiecf ' 30 Apron 


Wg tunny U»C.i S«vic«a. tnn 

AB W0«B ftwawm 


Yesterday's Punfa Strived: 


rcrcnn nnnra 
nnfin nnnn 

onn nHH9 n nnnnnn 
nnnn 
nnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
fjnnn nnnnn nnnra 
finsin nnnrafi 

nnnnnrarara nnnrann 

nnnn nnnn 
rannnnn nrahn nnn 
nnnn nnrannnnnnn 
5522 ^nnn nnnnn 
Bhnn nnnn nnnnn 


W genus A7 

SSAZ.- 2 & isr 

40 "EL r S SS2 


DOWN 
t lion s dan 


31 Thailand once 42 TV 


. 33 Turn out 
34 Marita 


43 Audit man 
4$ Beaut 


box 

52 image 
54 — Gatos 
56 Card game 


t 





Economy 

Bankers expect Gulf crisis 
to bring a boon for Egypt 

. CAIRO CR) — The Gulf priat nlan jHiu Wa.I. c... j -m • • ■ .. Cf mi? l _ ! 


. CAIRO (R) — The Gulf crisis 
could prove a boon for Egypt’s 
stagnant economy, with new 
loans promised by Gulf Arab and 
Western states and the IMF re- 
laxing demands for economic re- 
forms, bankers said Sunday. 

. . “Money is promised to Egypt 
from everywhere and will start 
pouring in soon,” a. Gulf-based 
banker said. 

Egypt will be hit by loss of 
remittances from its citizens 
working in Iraq of hundreds of 
milli on of dollars a year, and by 
the return of hundreds of 
thousands of them destitute and 
jobless. 

A slump in tourism, loss of 
trade with Iraq and Kuwait and a 
drop in Suez Canal traffic will 
also hurt. 

But diplomats say Egypt’s 
tough stance against Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait has won sym- 
pathy from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the World 
Bank and other Western credi- 
tors as well as Gulf scares. 

The state-run newspaper A1 
Akhbar reported Friday that the 
IMF had accepted Cairo's de- 
mand for a gradual devaluation of 
tfae pound, rather chan in one 
jolting drop. 

It also agreed to an Egyptian 


plan to give banks more freedom 
to set interest rates oh loans, 
though still under a 22 per cent 
ceiling, the paper said. 

The IMF and Egypt have been 
locked in two years of difficult 
negotiations for an economic re- 
form plan that would open the 
door to fresh funds for develop- 
ment and talks on rescheduling 
Cairo's $50 billion foreign debt. 

Several regional and interna- 
tional funds, together with Saudi 
Arabia, the United States, Japan, 
the European Community and 
Kuwait's toppled government, 
have promised Egypt financial 
aid to make up for revenue lost 
through a U.N. trade ban against 


Iraq and Kuwait. 
“There is no dis 


“There is no dispute any more 
among Gulf Arabs that Egypt is 
their only (military) shield in the 
region and despite the problems 
in Egypt, they realise it is stable 
and has a system which works,” 
the Gulf-based banker said. 

Officials said private hard cur- 
rency deposits in local banks by 
Egyptians and foreigners had 
soared since the takeover and 
bankers expect Gulf Arab inves- 
tors to send more money to Egypt 
in a “risk distribution” strategy. 

“They will invest in industry 
and consumer goods projects. It 


will inject new life into the eco- 
nomy,” an Egyptian banker said. 

Egypt is one of Washington’s 
closest Arab allies and a leader of 
Arab states opposed to the 
takeover of Kuwait. It has sent at 
least 5.000 troops to the Gulf to 
join the multinational force there 
and has promised thousands 
more. 

President George Bush has 
proposed that Cairo’s military 
debt to the United States of $7.1 
billion be written off. Diplomats 
expect France and perhaps Bri- 
tain to follow suit or at least ease 
loan terms. 

Some economists fear not all 
financial aid promised will mater- 
ialise if the Gulf crisis is resovled. 

“It’s the sugaring of tfae pill. It 
could aD turn out to be a tempor- 
ary arrangement and the IMF 
could later renew its tough 
stand.” said Professor Murad 
Wahba. 

About 250.000 Egyptian 
labourers have returned home 
from the crisis zone in the Gulf 
and officials expea hundreds of 
thousands more. 

Two milli on Egyptians in all 
worked in Iraq and Kuwait and 
their remittances in the past 
helped finance food imports and 
sendee the foreign debt. Egypt's 


Soviet prime minister 
warns of consequences 
of radical reforms 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Prime Gorbachev and Russian Fed- 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov has eration leader Boris Yeltsin have 
said that radical reforms favoured put their weight behind the Sha- 
by President Mikhail Gorbachev talm {dan which has already been 
were fraught with dire consequ- approved by the parliament of 
ences. the Russian Federation, the 

He also defended himself largest Soviet republic, 
against calls for his resignation. The plan calls for introduction 

He said his government was being of market system within 18 to 24 
attacked because it was sticking months based on a mass sell-off 
to its guns on maintaining a mea- of state resources and opening 
sured radical approach to over- die economy to domestic and 
haul outdated economic struc- foreign, competition, 
tures to avoid mass unemploy- Radicals have accused Ryzh- 
ment and social upheaval. kov of trying to main tain the 

.. - country’s top-heavy bureaucratic 

Jgw gjig tta-i: 


•.jpyuvic*, lucgov- centra! plannim.. 

cnmicnt is commg undtr pr essnre Moscow Ma^r Gavriil Popov. 

tat ^= wed ° n 

77 .- n-jn . oon news, repeated his call for 

Prsvria has Ryzhkov's resignation, saying his 

Pravda has said that a special ^eminent “iwither has nor had 

ooodlia&on comnossKiO headed ^ for a real market, nor docs 
byl eadro g eMnomist Abel w m . 

Agan gyan bad faded to pro- “We are tired of empty shelves. 

dnee a compromise reform prog- of money? he said. 


Aganbegyan has criticised 


“We want no more crisis.” 
Popov, long an advocate of 


Ryzhkov’s plan and accepted vtr- radical economic measures, de- 
taally all of a radical alternative nied what be said were unfound- 
plan proposed by a group of ed rumours that Sunday’s demon- 
academics led by economist Sta- stratum sought to attack Gor- 


mslav Shatalin. 


bachev. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, September 16, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dentscbetnarfc 
Swiss franc 


B«y Sell 
6S7.G 66LO 
1245.7 1253.2 
419.2 421.7 
507.6 510.6 


French franc 125.2 126.0 

Japanese yen (for 100) 480.7 483.6 
Dutch guilder 372.1 3745 

Swedish crown 114.6 115.3 

ItaSan Isa (for 100) 56.1 56.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 203.9 205.1 


► 7 
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ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Mauritius raises prices of oil products 

PORT LOUIS (R) — The Indian Ocean state of Mauritius last 
week became the fifth African country to raise oil product prices 
because of the Gulf crisis. Trade and Shipping Minister Dwarka- 
□ath Gungah has said the government had approved rises of 
between 41 and 51 per cent. The top increase was for fuel oil — to 
31 rupees ($2.1) a gallon from 20.5 rupees (SI .4). Petrol and 
kerosene rose by lesser amounts. Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and 
Zambia have already increased oil prices and indicated further 
rises are likely. 

Consumers give Coca-Cola high marks 

NEW YORK ( AP) — Coca-Cola touts itself as the real tiling in its 
advertising, and consumers worldwide appear to have bought that 
line. Hie soft drink finished ahead of Sony, Mercedes-Benz and 
about 6,000 other brands in a new survey by the image consulting 
firm Landor Associates. The San Francisco-based marketing firm 
• interviewed aBo&t" 10.000 people in? the United States, Japan and • 
' Western Europe, .asking thevn to, rate- brands .according- to -how- 
familiar they were and how highly they thought of them. Trailing 
tiie top three brands in the global rankings were Kodak, Disney, 
Nestle, Toyota, McDonald’s, IBA and Pepsi-Cola, according to 
the survey results. Twenty-three of the top 50 brands in the global 
survey arc from the United States, 17 are European, nine are 
Japanese and one is from a company based in the United States 
and Europe. Coca-Cola had led a similar Landor survey con- 
ducted in late 1988. Coca-Cola also was rated the most powerful 
brand among U.S. consumers and among European consumers 
when results for those groups were compiled separately. Sony was 
rated as the most powerful among Japanese consumers. 

Poland posts lowest inflation in 2 years 

WARSAW (R) — Poland recorded its lowest monthly inflation 
rate in two years, a senior statistics official has said after consumer 
prices grew in August by 1.8 per cent. Krzysztof Lutostanski, a 
deputy president of the Central Statistical Office (GUS), told a 
news conference that the Polish economy was on the way to 
stabilisation after months of turmoil which saw a 27.5 per cent 
drop in industrial output and a similar fall in real wages since 
January. Production in August grew by 6.6 per cent compared to 
July in the highest month-on-month increase since the Solidarity- 
led government introduced austerity measures to brake hyper- 
inflation and pave way for a Western-style free market economy. 
Lutostanski spoke as the International Monetary Fond (IMF) 
warned Poland it would’stop providing credits if inflation or wages 
grew by mote than 14 per cent each in the third quarter of this 
year. 
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Iran blocks oil deal with Iraq 
by vowing not to raise output 


55 million people import more 
than 60 per cent of their food. 

But many Egyptians might now 
find work in other Gulf states, 
bankers said. Demand for Egyp- 
tians in Saudi Arabia had already 
risen 20 per cent since the takeov- 
er as Riyadh sought replacements 
for Palestinian and Jordanian 
workers. 

The Gulf states have been 
angered by what they see as 
sympathy for Iraq from Jordan 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation, diplomats said. 

Bankers say Gulf-owned de- 
velopment funds will offer Egypt 
soft loans to help it cope with 
rising unemployment and a team 
of Egyptian ministers flew to 
Saudi Arabia last week to discuss 
investment in development pro- 
jects that would create jobs. 

Australia diverted wheat 
bound for Iraq to Egypt. 

Officials say the Gulf crisis has 
scared off some Western tourists, 
while Suez Canal revenue would 
drop in the long run due to the 
loss of Iraq and Kuwaiti business. 

But shipping sources said the 
canal earned $117.5 million last 
month, up from S90 mflllion a 
year earlier, helped by some 100 
warships passing through to the 
Gulf region. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s pledge to 
stick to its OPEC oil output quota 
all but rales out any sanctions- 
busting deal with Iraq to barter 
oil for food and medidne, diplo- 
mats and oil analyses say. 

They discounted reports that 
Iran has agreed to trade for op to 
200,000 barrels per day of Iraqi 
oil. 

’There is no advantage in it for 
Iran,” a Western diplomat told 
Reuters. 

Iran, pushing hard to regain 
international respectability and to 
improve ties with the” West, 
would not want to be seen to be 
breaking the U.N. embargo on 
trade with Iraq, diplomats said. 

Arab and Western oil analysts 
said any surge in Iran’s output 
could easily be detected in an 
increasingly sophisticated mar- 
ket. 

•‘Crudes are like fingerprints. 
Some traders can identify them 
by their mere colour or smell,” a 


Gulf-based U.S. trader said. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani’s wooing of 
the West, which is unanimously 
opposed to Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait, would be scuttled by any 
attempt to help Baghdad. 

“We have not heard anything 
about it,” a Geneva-based con- 
sultant who has dose links with 
Iran said. 

“I also don’t believe it,” he 
added. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh has repeatedly said 
that Iran would not exceed its 
Orgnaisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) quota 
of 3.1 4 million barrels per day 
(b/d) and has urged other mem- 
bers to do the same. 

• 

He said the West should in- 
stead draw from its reserve stocks 
which are at their highest level in 
eight years. 

Some oil industry executives 


said one reason for Iran’s cal! was 
to keep oil prices high. They have 
risen by 50 per cent since the start 
of Che Gulf crisis and Aqazadeh 
said Thursday Tehran was earn- 
ing an extra $700 to $800 million 
per month. 

Iran is in dire need of foreign 
currency to revitalise and recon- 
struct its economy devastated by 
its 1980-88 Gulf war with Iraq. 

But unlike its OPEC partners 
Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), it 
lacked any spare output capacity 
to match its giant export facilities. 

“Iran's OPEC (output) quota 
represents a maximum for its 
production,” one executive in the 
Gulf said. “That is why they are 
asking OPEC not to raise out- 
put.” 

The pro-Rafsanjani Tehran 
Times said Thursday Iranian offi- 
cials dismissed as “totally base- 
less” foreign media reports that 
Iran agreed to swap food and 


by their mere colour or smell,” a Some oil industry executives Iran agreed to swap food a 

Bundesbank Turkey sees anti-Iraq 
issues first stand facilitating release 
pan-German of World Bank loan 

ctotictir'C' ANKARA (R) — Turkey be- NATO-member Turkey’s « 

N I H I 1 ^ I 1 ( .S itc Hfftnnt crarvH ai»inct nnmir cnrlinnc inrlnHinc* ctr 


medicine for Iraqi oil. 

The reports have said that Iraq 
would export up to 200,000 b/d of 
crude and petroleum products to 
Iran by using its idle trucks before 
possibly linking up the two coun- 
tries pipelines running close to 
the Tigris river. 

Some repons suggested that 
Iran would use Iraqi oil for 
domestic consumption, while in- 
creasing its own crude oil exports. 

Iran's oil production in July 
was 2.9 million b/d but the shor- 
tage in supplies caused by the loss 
of Iraqi and Kuwaiti crudes 
helped it to push output to 3.2 
million h/d in August, around its 
OPEC quota level. 

Economists said bumper prices 
and increased exports have 
pushed Iran's oil revenues to 
more than $60 million per day. 
calculated at a $28 a barrel market 
price for its crude, from some- 
where around $40 million in July. 

Strikes 

cripple 


statistics 

; FRANKFURT (R) — The Ger- 
man central bank has issued the 
first economic data for ail of 
Germany, nearly three weeks be- 
; fore the two countries merge. 

The Bundesbank released 
trade, current account and capital 
account data for July, the month 
when East Germany adopted the 
strong Deutschemark as its own 
currency and the two countries 
fused their totally diverse econo- 
mic systems. 

“With the introduction of the 
Deutschemark into East Ger- 
many and the creation of a single 
German economic space... it no 
longer appeared sensible to issue 
balance of payments data for 
West Germany alone,” the cen- 
tral bank said. 

East Germany’s transactions 
with foreign-countries had only a 
-negligible -weighting 'Tin pan- ■ 
German data and little impact on 
overall trends in July, the Bun- 
desbank said. 

The figures released showed 
that the two German states had a 
trade surplus of 9.92 billion 
marks ($6.34 billion) in July, 
down from a West German sur- 
plus of 10.59 billion marks (S6.76 
billion) a year ago. 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey be- 
lieves its defiant stand against 
Iraq in the Gulf crisis has eased 
the way for release of a $200 
million loan from the World 
Bank, a senior treasury official 
has said. 

“Turkey has already met many 
of the conditions required for the 
loan but its stand in the Gulf crisis 
has made it posable to get the 
loan by the end of this year,” the 
official, who asked not to be 
named, told reporters. 

Release of the financial sector 
adjustment loan, linked to $200 
million in co-financing from 
Japan, could help to remove any 
hesitancy on lending to Turkey as 
it grapples with an inflation-hit 
economy. 

“Some members of the exter- 
nal foreign community are hesi- 
tant about lending to Turkey 
because of its economy. Release 
of the loan could remove adverse 
signals,” one foreign banker said. 

Senior Turkish officials will dis- 
cuss the loan, remainder of $400 
million approved in 1988, at a 
regular meeting with the World 
Bank in Washington next week. 

President Turgut Ozal, who 
threw Turkey’s weight behind 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq, will j 
be in Washington at the same ! 
rime to meet U.S. President i 
George Bush. 


NATO-member Turkey’s eco- 
nomic sanctions, including stop- 
ping the flow of Iraqi oil through 
pipelines to the Mediterranean, 
are likely to cost Ankara up to $7 
billion a year. 

Both parts of the World Bank 
loans, each with $200 million 
from Japan's Export-Import 
Bank, carry floating interest rates 
currently around an annual 7.7 
per cent, and have 17-year matur- 
ities with five-year grace periods, 
officials said. 

The second part was held up 
because of Turkey's failure to 
meet commitments to overhaul 
its banking sector and improve its 
economy, they said. 

“The World Bank require- 
ments have been met by Turkey 
as much as possible but we still 
have problems with inflation and 
the public sector borrowing re- 
quirement.” the senior official 
said. 

Conditions included govern- 
ment endorsement of a new 
banking act with capital adequacy 
ratios and for Turkish banks to 
have self-supporting capitalisa- 
tion. Such an an is being discus- 
sed. 


ATHENS (AP) — Greeks braced 
for a wave of strikes this week as 
blackouts due to striking public 
power company employees hit va- 
rious parts of the country Sunday, 

Greece's two biggest trade un- 
ion federations have called a 43- 
hour general strike beginning 
Wednesday to protest the con- 
servative government’s decision 
to overiiaul the debt-ridden state 
pension system. The two orga- 
nisations have a total of about 1.3 
million members. 

OTE, the telecommunications 
organisation, PPC, the public 
power corporation and state- 
controlled banks, have been on 
strike for the past five days. 
Union officials said they will con- 
tinue their industrial action 
throughout the coming week and 
perhaps beyond if the govem- 
rtidnt doesn't withdraw proposed 
legislation “adversely” affecting 
their pension funds. 

The Athens economic Daily 
Express said that the PPC has 
been accused of failing to leave 
skeleton staffs on duty during last 
Thursday’s general walkout. 
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FULLY FURNISHED FLAT 
(GROUND FLOOR) FOR RENT 

LocatiomUmm Uthaina. 

Area: 225 m* . 3 bedrooms, maid room, garden, garage, 
separate heating and telephone. 

For Information calf 814539. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

2 large bedrooms, sitting, living and dining rooms, with 2 
verandas, central and solar heating and a telephone. 

Please call 846162 

DUTY UNPAID CARS 
FOR SALE 

<r Mercedes 200 1986 model, with A/C.ABS brake. Price JD 
7000. 

<r Mercedes 280 SE. 1985 model, full options. Price JD 15.000 

Interested call 8211 17, Urn El Summaq (South). 

FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, 
veranda, guest room, separate entrance, overlooking a 
spacious garden, with independent central heating and 
central antenna. Area 320 square metres. 

Located at Jubeiha. 

Please call tel. 666180. 


TO INTERESTED PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Grand Stores will be very happy to supply Fuji 
films. 

Cal! US on 846387,646392 


DELUXE FLATS FOR RENT 

Each consists of 3 bedrooms, separate salon, dining 
room, sitting room, 3 bathrooms, spacious kitchen, veran- 
da, separate central heating and deluxe finishings. 
Location: near Al Bustan Restaurant, close to the Bustan 
Kindergartens - Tlaa A! Ali. 

Calf tel: 649388 Amman, Mr. Rami. 


FOR RENT 

Two well furnished flats on the second floor Jabal 
Amman, First Circle. Each consisting of two bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, two bathrooms, veranda 
with central heating and telephone. 

Rent to be paid annually. 

Cad tel: 624730 Amman. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Location: Jabal Hussein, west of Firas roundabout, near the 
British Bank of the Middle East. Consists of one bedroom, one 
guest room, aluminium veranda, kitchen and bathroom 

Call te!.:666678 


Ibrahim Barajakly Trading Est. 

PARC CAD C A IP TO 

EMBASSIES, DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
AND FOREIGN COMPANIES 

280 SE 1983 Silver Metallic fully equipped. 

280 SE 1985 Taige Beige fully equipped. 

280 SE 1985 Champagne Metallic fully equipped. 

500 SE 1985 Diamond Blue Metallic fully equipped. 
300 SE 1987 Dark Blue fully equipped. 

All cars are in excellent shape. 

If Interested please call 649217. 

FOR RENT 

Modern Fnraisbed And Unfurnished Apartments 

Studio - One bedroom - Two bedrooms and Three bedrooms. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location:" Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles 
" Shmeisani near Birds’ Garden. 

Owner tel: 641443 - 642351 - 667862 


FOR SALE 

HONDA ACCORD. 1.9 liters, automatic. 1989 model, 

12,000 km. Top condition. 

Duty unpaid. Price JD 7000 

Tel: 654257 mornings only. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
WANTED 

By an international trading company: 

— Full time bases. 

— Minimum 3 years experience 

— Fluent in English (written & spoken) 

Only those fulfilling requirements please contact 
623223 for Interview 
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S. Africa’s Zulu, Xhosa tribal 
leaders jointly call for peace 


JOHANNESBURG. South Afri- 
ca (API — The king of the Zulus 
Sunday told Thousands of armed 
supporters to "put out the flames 
of violence" raging in the black 
townships around Johannesburg. 

Zulu king Goodwill Zwciithini 
and President Tutor Mdamase of 
the Transkei. the .Xhosa tribal 
homeland, shared the stage at a 
peace rally in Tokoza. one of the 
townships worst hit bv factional 
fighting that has claimed almost 
Slk.l lives since early August. 

The main combatants have 
been Zulus loval to the conserva- 
tive and Xhosas and other blacks 
who support the African National 
Congress. Both sides blame the 
other for the fighting. 

Thousands of Zulus, wearing 
red headbands, brandishing axes 
and spears, and chanting W3r 
slogans paraded through Tokoza 
to a soccer stadium to see the 
king Almost all of the 15 .inm». 
strong crowd appeared to be 
Zulus. 

"I have come to this place to 
put out the flames of violence." 
said Zwelithini. 

His speech was followed bv a 
similar plea from Mdamase 


However, both the king and 
the president are considered cere- 
monial figures rather than politic- 
al leaders and it was unclear 
whether their calls for peace 
would slow [he violence. Neither 
man holds an official post in 
either the ANC or Inkatha. 

Police initially threatened to 
disarm the Zulus. But the Zulus 
refused to give up the weapons, 
which they consider implements 
of their traditional uniform nec- 
cessary for such a tribal event. 
After impromptu negotiations, 
the police gave in. 

At the stadium, traditional 
chiefs dressed in animal skins 
mingled with youths wearing T- 
shirts that said "Inkatha." "Vic- 
tory Through Peace" and "Don't 
Worry. Be Happy." 

The rally came a day after 
police announced operation 
"Iron Fist." a crackdown in the 
townships that will include setting 
up roadblocks, sending in rein- 
forcements and possibly imposing 
curfews. 

Police also said they would 
mount machine guns on 
armoured patrol vehicles to curb 
the growing number of attacks on 


police. 

African National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela predined 
the measures would be ineffective 
and said they were announced 
only because two white police- 
men were killed in the past week. 

The government last month 
sent police and army reinforce- 
ments into the townships and 
imposed emergency regulations, 
but it has not stopped the vio- 
lence. 

The ANC and Inkatha. the two 
largest black political mov e- 
ments. both oppose apartheid but 
differ over tactics and plans for a 
future South Africa. 

Under the apartheid system of 
racial segregation, the 5 million 
whites dominate politics and the 
economy and the 30 million 
blacks have no voice in national 
affairs. 

The African National Congress 
called the new police measures 
too little, too late. 

The measures include curfews, 
roadblocks and the deployment 
of more police and soldiers in 
black townships plagued by 
almost five weeks of violence. 


Maj. Gen. Gerrit Erasmus told a 
news conference Saturday. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
has repeatedly called for stronger 
government action, including use 
of the military, to quell the un- 
rest- 

After meeting Friday with 
President F.W, de Klerk. Mande- 
la accused the government of 
instigating the fighting and 
warned of civil war if continued. 

"Mr. Mandela wants an iron 
fist — we will give an iron fist." 
Erasmus said Saturday. 

He said razor wire’ would be 
placed around migrant worker 
hostels and squatter camps, flash- 
points for much of the fighting. 
Anyone entering or leaving the 
compounds would be searched 
for weapons. Erasmus said. 

Police vehicles would have 
machine guns installed on top to 
protect officers from attacks by 
blacks with assault rifles, the offi- 
cial said. Police patrols already 
carry sub-machine guns in addi- 
tion to shotguns. 

Almost all the fighting occurs 
at night, when there are virtually 
no police patrols in the 
townships. 


Chaos halts voting at largest 
polling station in Gabon capital 


LIBREVILLE (R) — Angry vo- 
ters alleging foul play smashed 
ballot boxes and closed Librevil- 
le's biggest polling station in 
Gabon's first multi-party election 
Sunday. 

Polling officials fled and 
crowds of young voters ransacked 
Libreville City Hall, where poll- 
ing was taking place. 

Scores of voters said the boxes 
were already stuffed with ballot 
papers for President Omar Bon- 
go's Democratic Partv of Gabon 
fPDG). 

"I came here at 6 a.m. before 
voting started and when I went in 
the box was already full. Where 
did the ballots come from?" 


A candidate for the largest 
opposition group, the Morena 
Boucherons Party, said he saw a 
truck from the presidential guard 
bring people into the polling sta- 
tion before balloting started. 

“I was here before voting 
started and I saw them. I won- 
dered what they were doing 
there." said Faustin Edou 
Allogho. 

Bands of youths scooped up 
fistfuls of ballot material and scat- 
tered them in torrents across city 
hall’s lush lawns. 

The hilltop city hall still bears 
the scars of an earlier outbreak of 
trouble Saturday, when frus- 
trated would-be voters smashed 


its windows during a desperate 
scramble to beat the deadline for 
collecting their voting cards. 

Despite crippling organisation- 
al problems, excited electors 
streamed to the polls from dawn 
to choose the country's 120 legis- 
lators from 553 candidates. 

The landmark elections in 
Gabon, a former French colony 
which became independent in 
1960. come in a year in which 
demands for greater democracy 
have swept much of Africa. 

President Omar Bongo called 
the poll for Gabon's National 
Assembly as his answer to a 
campaign to end his 22-year rule 
through the Democratic P arty of 
Gabon (PDG). 


Court asked to disqualify Bhutto 


KARACHI (R) — Seven Islamic 
scholars have asked a court to 
disqualify ousted Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto from next 
month's election because they say 
she's not a good Muslim. 

Ms. Bhutto, whose govern- 
ment was dismissed by President 
Ghuiam Ishaq Khan on Aug. 6 on 
corruption charges, is a candidate 
for five of the 217 seats at stake in 
the National Assembly, the poli- 
cy-making lower house of parlia- 
ment. 

A hearing was set for Monday. 

Hie scholars argue that a 
candidate for a Muslim seat must 


understand and practise the 
teachings of Islam and should not 
damage the freedom of the judici- 
ary. defame the armed forces or 
be involved in corruption. 

The former prime minister, 
they said, did not fulfill these 
conditions and should be disqual- 
ified. They said Ms. Bhutto had 
made public statements against 
the teachings of Islam, a refer- 
ence to when she has said she 
opposed culling off hands as 
punishment for crimes such as 
theft, as Islamic Law stipulates. 
They asked the court to summon 
Ms. Bhutto and ask her to recite 


the Koran, and answer questions 
about Islam. 

Although it is common practice 
to run for more than one seat. 
Ms. Bhutto's aides say she wants 
to make sure if she's disqualified 
from one seat she can still contest 
the others in the Oct. 24 poll. 

In this staunchly Islamic coun- 
try of 1 10 million, there are sepa- 
rate seats for Muslims and non- 
Muslims. 

The lawsuit was filed against 
Ms. Bhutto Saturday in Lyari. a 
sprawling slum in central Karachi 
that Ms. Bhutto won in the 
November 1988 election. 


Guerrillas bomb main oil 
pipeline again in Colombia 


BOGOTA. Colombia IAP) — 
Lef'i«.t guerrillas bombed two sec- 
tions i if Colombia's main oil pipe- 
line Saturday, forcing ihe suspen- 
sion of crude pumping, the state- 
run oil company Ecopctrol said. 

Rebels of the National Libera- 
tion Army, the ELN. blasted the 
81 14- kilometre-long Cano-Limon 
Pipeline in eastern Colombia, 
near the Venezuelan border, 
according to Ecopctrol. 

The pro-Cuhan guerrilla group 
had already bombed the pipeline 
four times this month. 

The latest attacks caused an 
unspecified amount of oil to spill 
into nearby rivers and caused 
fires. Ecopctrol said. 

ELN says it is protesting a 
recent M> per cent price hike in 
gasoline prices 

The blasts have reduced this 
month's oil output, which 
reached a record high of 462.000 
barrels a day in August. 

Early Iasi month President 
Cesar Gavma announced Col- 
ombia was raising its crude pro- 
duction by around 15.000 barrels 
a day to help make up for short- 
falls resulting from the Gulf 
crisis. 

The Cano-Limon Pipeline 
transports 227.IKKI barrels per 
day. Colombia exports an esti- 
mated 200,000 barrels a day of 
crude The rest goes to the 
domestic market. 

Colombia has sufficient storage 
capacity on its Caribbean coast to 
continue exports despite the 
bombings. 

Since 3986. the ELN has 
bombed the pipeline scores of 
times, causing an estimated S520 
million in losses. 

The group, run by a defrocked 
priest, says tt is trying to reduce 
the presence of foreign oil com- 
panies in Colombia. 

The ELN is Colombia's only 
rebel group that has refused to 
consider peace talks with the gov- 
ernment. 

Meanwhile the government has 
sweetened its deal to drug traf- 
fickers who surrender by offering 


them extra legal protection, after 
its initial bait of no extradition 
got no takers, officials said 
Saturday. 

Under a decree issued Friday, 
drug traffickers who turn them- 
selves in will have their treatment 
watched by a human rights de- 
legation from the attorney gener- 
al's office. Justice Minister Jaime 
(iiraldo syjd m an interview 
broadcast by radio. 

"This measure seeks to provide 
plain guarantees to those who 
tum themselves in to judges to be 
tried in Colombia." said Justice 
Minister Jaime Giraido m an in- 
terview broadcast over RCN 
radio. 

President Cesar Gaviria 
announced 10 days ago that drug 
traffickers who surrender may be 
tried in Colombia rather than 
extradited to the United States. 
Gavma said those who surrender 
also may have their sentences 
reduced by half. To be eligible for 
the lighter treatment, drug traf- 
fickers would have to confess all 
their crimes, cooperate in anti- 
drug investigations, and turn over 
weapons and other goods related 
to narcotics smuggling. 

But Giraido said that as of 
Saturday, no drug traffickers 
have taken Gaviria up on the new 
no-ex tradition policy. 

The Medellin cartel, the 
world's largest cocaine ring, has 
been blamed for killing more 
than 550 people since August 
1989. when the government be- 
gan a anti-drug crackdown. The 
cartel has said that it "prefers a 
tomb in Colombia to a jail cell m 
the United States." 

Giraido also said the govern- 
ment is drawing up measures to 
ensure that properties seized 
from drug traffickers remain in 
state hands. 

The confiscated properties in- 
clude luxury hotels, airplanes, 
homes, and cash, and are esti- 
mated to be worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 


Pakistan 
complains of 
‘interference’ 
by U.S. 
ambassador 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan's 
caretaker government has com- 
plained of ''unwarranted interfer- 
ence'* in its internal affairs by 
U.S. Ambassador Robert 
Oakley. 

Islamabad took offence at a 
speech by Oakley to an Asia 
society meeting in Washington in 
which he criticised planned tnals 
of ousted Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto and members of her gov- 
ernment. 

The Foreign Ministry called in 
the U.S. charge d'affaires to tel! 
him the government was "sur- 
prised at the ambassador’s re- 
marks which constituted interfer- 
ence in the internal affairs of 
Pakistan." the official APP news 
agency reported. 

It said the diplomat was "in- 
formed of the regret and dis- 
appointment of the government... 
over the unwarranted interfer- 
ence in Pakistan’s internal politic- 
al process." [ barded Venus with radar Satur- 

Oaklcy told the meeting tnals ! day in the first attempt to make 


Aquino 
to appoint 
committees 
to study 
problems 

MANILA (AP) — It was sup- 
posed to be a meeting to confront 
the mounting problems facing a 
factious nation. But instead of 
unveiling dramatic plans. Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino agreed to 
appoint study committees. 

The lackluster outcome of Fri- 
day's “multi-sectoral consultative 
conference" underscored w-hat 
critics say is an alarming sense of 
drift of the president and her staff 
from the public. 

Critics and supporters alike be- 
lieve Mrs. Aquino has become 
isolated from conditions in the 
country and is unaware of the 
dramatic deterioration in confi- 
dence among her 60 million coun- 
trymen. 

During her four years in office. 
Mrs. Aquino has often responded 
to crisis by creating committees, 
whose reports arc quickly forgot- 
ten. 

"The holding of a so-called 
multi-sectoral meeting... was vin- 
tage Cory." said the Daily Globe 
newspaper. "And it was as ex- 
pected. a resounding limited suc- 
cess." 

The public had a rare oppor- 
tunity m watch their president 
address the nation's problems 
when portions of the closed-door 
meeting were broadcast by gov- 
ernment television Saturday. 

Leaders of non-government 
organisations, the Rnman Catho- 
lic Church, media, congress and 
other groups in society were sum- 
moned by Mrs. Aquino to discuss 
the nation's problems and map 
out solutions. 

Those who attended the ses- 
sion cited problems ranging from 
lack of garbage collection in Man- 
tis the looming economic crisis 
brought about by last July's ear- 
thquake. Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait an-J coup attempts by 
rebel soldiers 

They all called fin dramatic 
action. 

"1: is very important that the 
government show signs, visible 
signs, that it is actually compe- 
tent.' said Patricia Licuanan. 
leader of a women's organisation. 

Ms. Licuanan reminded Mrs. 
Aquino that after a coup attempt 
in I UK 7 . she issued tough orders 
to clean up Manila, three years 
Liter, mounds of uncollected gar- 
base remain 


Soviet Union braces for crucial 
political and economic choices 


MOSCOW (R) — As the Soviet 
Union squared up this weekend 
for Ciudad choices on its future, 
pressure mounted for the resigna- 
tion of Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov and a quick breakout to 
a market economy. 

Tens, perhaps hundreds, of 
thousands of demonstrators led 
by radical politicians and eco- 
nomists were expected to gather 
under the Kremlin walls Sunday 
to urge Ryzhkov to step down 
and dear the way for a new social 
order. 

The rally comes on the eve of a 
parliamentary debate on two rival 
plans, both commissioned by Pre- 
sident Mikhail Gorbachev, to 
pull the country out of growing 
economic, and political, disorder. 

Moscow Mayor Gavrii Popov 
told a Soviet radio reporter the 
demonstration would be disci- 
plined and denied suggestions 
that marchers would also call for 
the resignation of Gorbachev, 
who has swung towards the radic- 
als in recent weeks. 

In a defiant television appear- 
ance Saturday night, the 60-year- 
old Ryzhkov said be would fight 
on for his "measured radical” 
project. 


This aims to gradually replace 
the Soviet Union's command eco- 
nomy with a market system over 
a period of years. 

The independent business 
newspaper Kommersant said 
Sunday the country's parliament, 
the supreme Soviet, was almost 
certain to approve a more radical 
plan compiled under direction of 
a senior Gorbachev adviser, Sta- 
nislav Shatalin. 

The Shatalin plan, breaking 
taboos of seven decades of Com- 
munist administration, which one 
Moscow newspaper said Sunday 
had put SO per cent of the popula- 
tion on the poverty line, opts for 
a prompt end to centralised eco- 
nomic control. 

The Shatalin plan has already 
been approved for introduction 
from Oct. 1 in the Russian Fed- 
eration by the free-wheeling par- 
liament of that vast republic. 

It allows for private business 
and property and a mass sell-off 
of state assets. 

The Russian decision, expected 
to be followed by other key re- 
publics, and Gorbachev’s own 
explicit backing of Shatalin's pro- 


ject leave the Supreme Soviet 
with little choice when, it gathers 
for several days of debate 

Monday. 

Radicals, who feel the pres- 
cient himself has now moved close 
to their camp through a strained 
aiiianrr. with Rnssian President 
Boris .Yeltsin, still fear Ryzhkov 
moderates could fine up with 
Communist conservatives to 
stave off quick change. 

Popov, whose city council 
helped organise Sunday's demon- 
stration, told millions of televi- 
sion viewers Saturday that the 
go v ernment "neither has nor had 
a plan for a real market, nor does 
it wish to have one.” 

Only >twb weeks ago Gor- 
bachev — who has appeared re- 
luctant to see his prime minister 
fall — seemed confident that a 
“United Plan” incorporations 
both the Ryzhkov and the Shata- 
lin variants could be achieved. 

At the weekend two other 
Kremlin economic advisers. Abel 
Aganbegyan and Mikolai Petra- 
kov, said there was no way the 
two plans could be combined and 
declared their support for the 
radical version. 


East German defence minister 
reportedly had links with Stasi 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — Three 
East German government minis- 
ters are suspected by investiga- 
tors of baying cooperated with 
the former Communist secret 
police, an East Berlin newspaper 
has reported. 

Defence Minister Raniner 
Eppelmann, one of the accused, 
said the allegations were "totally 
made up." according to the East 
German News Agency (ADN). 

Eppelmann. a Lutheran pas- 
tor, often sheltered dissidents 
during the Communist regime 
and played a leading role in the 
popular movement that brought 
down the Communist govern- 
ment last year. 

Eppelmann. Construction 
Minister Axel Vtehweger and for- 
mer Economics Minister Gerhard 
Pohl, were on a list of suspected 


former agents for the secret 
police, or Stasi. the Berliner 
Zeirung said. 

The list of names was compiled 
by a committee set up by parlia- 
ment to conduct a probe into 
whether any lawmakers might 
have been Stasi agents. 

Officials overseeing the dis- 
mantling of the Stasi have said 
that three government ministers 
and 68 deputies in the 400-mem- 
ber Volkskammer, or parliament, 
are suspected of having been sec- 
ret police agents. 

Their names had not been pub- 
lished until Saturday's report in 
the Berliner Zeitung, which did 
not say how it obtained the list. 

Prime Minister Lothar de 
Maiziere said the government will 
investigate the latest allegations. 

Eppelmann helped found a 


small conservative party, the 
Democratic Awakening, and be- 
came minister of defence and 
disarmament in East Germany's 
first democratically elected gov- 
ernment in April. 

De Maiziere's government has 
been rocked by growing allega- 
tions that members of his cabinet 
and many legislators have past 
Stasi links. 

The issue has overshadowed 
preparations for German unifica- 
tion on Oct. 3, when De 
Maiziere's government will turn 
over control of the economically 
troubled country to the West 
German government. 

A fourth cabinet member. En- 
vironment Minister Karl-Her- 
mann Steinberg, also has been 
named as a suspected former 
Stasi agent. 


Indonesia frees 



JAKARTA. Indonesia (AP) - A 
former top general and onetime 
secretary-general of the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations 
was released Sunday, three years 
after being imprisoned for sub- 
version. 

Hartono Rekso Dharsono. 64. 
was released early from a seven- 
year prison term for good be- 
haviour, officials said. 

Dharsono was convicted in 
1986 for co-signing a "white pap- 
er” that challenged the official 
account of a 1984 riot in a Jakarta 
waterfront slum in which officials 
said some 30 people died and 50 
were injured. Independent 
sources said the death toll was 
much higher. 

More than a thousand of his 
followers gathered in front of the 
prison in east Jakarta as he left at 
10 a.m. (0300 GMT) with his 
family. 

A group of students from Ban- 


dung wearing T-shirts printed 
with the slogan “Free Siliwangi's 
tiger” waiting for his release be- 
ginning at midnight. Dharsono is 
a former commander of the West 
Java's military command of Sili- 
wangj. 

A Dharsono Left, another 
group of students from Jakarta 
handed him a bucket of flowers 
which said “congratulationsto our 
new president.” 

Dharsono — a prominent 
member of an Indonesian dissi- 
dent group called "Petition 50*' 
— had also been charged with 
delivering an anti-government 
speech. The court that convicted 
him found that the speech had 
"stirred emotions” among Mus- 
lim youths leading to a series of 
bombings. 

Petition 50. whose members 
included retired generals, party 
leaders, intellectuals, lawyers, 
doctors and students, caused a 


sensation in Indonesia 10 years 
ago by submitting to Indonesia's 
parliament a statement saying 
the government under President 
Suharto is undemocratic. 

Former Jakarta Governor AJi 
Sadikin. a leading figure in Peti- 
tion 50 and Johannes Princen of 
the Indonesian Human Rights 
Institute were among those who 
greeted Dharsono Sunday. 

Dharsono was given 40 months 
off for good behaviour. 

Another prominent dissident, 
former Cabinet Minister Moham- 
mad Sanuri is serving a 19-year 
sentence for the 1984 bombings 
of two banks and a shopping 
centre in Jakarta following Dhar- 
sono's speech. Two people died 
in the bombings of banks. 

The 70-year-old Sanusi. who 
was minister for small-scale in- 
dustries from 1966 to- 1968. was 
also convicted of helping to plot 
the elimination of President 
Suharto. 


20-month-old boy rescued from hole in U.S. 


DENVER (AP) — A 20-month- 
old boy was removed safely from 
a narrow. 12-foot-deep (four- 
metre-deep) foundation hole in a 
remodelling project at his pa- 
rents’ home Sunday morning, en- 
ding a 14-hour ordeal. 

Oxygen has pumped into the 
narrow shaft during the long 
overnight operation to resucc 
Kevin Davis, while teams from 
four fire departments dug a para- 
llel rescue shaft and then tunnel- 
led some five feet (1.5 metres) to 
the trapped child. 

Kevin, son of Tom and Lisa 
Davis, was asleep when Denver 
fireman Joe Cipn finally broke 


through and saw his face. 

“When I went and grabbed his 
hand, he actually helped himself 
out of the hole." the smiling Crpri 
said shortly after the 6 a.m. 
rescue. 

Fellow firefighter Kevin Dun- 
can was in the rescue tunnel with 
Cipri and did the final, delicate 
digging to avoid a cave-in. He 
said Kevin "was in pretty good 
shape. He fell asleep. He was 
pretty much out of it. still in a 
daze." 

Firemen strapped Kevin into a 
splint-like device that cradled the 
child's head, neck and upper 
body as they dug him out of the 


narrow shaft. 

Rescue workers hooted and 
yelled with joy as the boy 
emerged. 

The little blonde boy with a 
din-smudge face was blinking 
and calm when placed on a gur- 
ney and wheeled to a waiting 
ambulance. A police motorcycle 
escort then led the ambulance to 
Denver General Hospital where 
the child was to be given a com- 
plete checkup. 

The toddler fell into the 18- 
mch (45-centimetre) wide bole 
about 4 p.m. Saturday at an 
addition being built at his pa- 
rents' home. 


Magellan resumes Venus mapping after snags 


PASADENA. California (AP) — 
i The spacecraft Magellan bom- 


should also cover those in power 
in the three years before Bhutto 
became prime minister in 
November 1988. 

"Otherwise the proceedings 
will inevitably be seen as partisan 


pictures of the planet's doud- 
shrouded surface since engineers 
temporarily lost touch with it last 
month. 

“Most people are sighing with 
relief.” said Jim Scott. Magellan 


and further divide the country.” a j mission director at the NatiooaJ 


U S. Information Service press 
release quoted Oakley as saving. 

Many of Bhutto's political 
opponents now in the caretaker 
government were also members 
of the 1985-88 civilian administra- 
tion under the late military ruler 
General Mohammad Zia UI Haq. 

"Any proceedings must also 
meet strict judicial standards of 
fairness and due process.” Oak- 
Icy said. 

Islamabad's complaint against 
him was the most serious by a 
Pakistani government against a 
U.S. official in recent years, poli- 
tical observers said. 


A e r ona utics and Space Adminis- 
tration's (NASA) Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. "We're just happy to 
get into the position where we 
wanted to be." 

Acting on computerised com- 
mands radioed 250 million 
kilometres from Earth. Magellan 
starred bouncing radar off the 
planet during the morning and 
engineers received confirmation 
23 minutes later. Scott said. 

NASA's deep space network 
tracking station at Goldsrone. 
California, started receiving data 
on the radar images, and compu- 
ters will assemble it into pictures 


that will be released to the public 
early this week, said Ed Sherry, 
technical assistant to Magellan's 
project manager. 

"I'm just delighted. I'm happy 
as a clam." he said. 

Magellan's S744-milIion mis- 
sion is designed to produce the 
most detailed pictures yet of 
Venus' surface, totally concealed 
by clouds, as welt as a global map 
of the planet. 

It was launched from the space 
shuttle Atlantis on May 4, lygq, 
and started orbiting Venus on 
Aug. 10. after a looping 1.5 billion 
kilometres voyage from Earth. 

The spacecraft's radar makes 
pictures 10 limes more detailed 
than those produced by Earth- 
based radar or radar on the 
Soviet Venera 15 and 16 
spacecraft, which reached Venus 
m the mid-1980s. 

Engineers lost radio contact 
with Magellan for 14 hours start- 
ing Aug. 16. then for 1714 boors 
suiting Aug. 21. They still ha- 


ven't learned the cause of the 
temporary blackouts, which they 
believe could happen again. 

But they gave Magellan new 
computer instructions so it can 
recovet quickly from future com- 
munications breakdowns. 

The Aug. 16 blackout hap- 
pened only hours after Magellan 
used its radar for its first pictures 
of Venus during two orbits 
around the planet. Only l Vi 
orbits worth of picture informa- 
tion was sent to Earth before 
contact was lost. 

Half the remaining picture in- 
formation was radioed to Earth 
Wednesday and the rest was sent 
back Saturday before mapping 
resumed. Scon said. 

The first pictures showed 
Venus has large Sows of Mini- 
fied lava; big meteorite impact 
craters: volcanic cinder cooes: 
large collapsed volcanic cra tcrr. 
and parallel mountain ridges and 
valleys. 


Venus, the second planet from 
the sun. rotates once on its axis 
every 243 Earth days. Magellan 
circles Venus in -a nearly polar 
orbit, so as Venus revolves be- 
neath it the craft should be able 
to map 70 per cent to 90 per cent 
of the {Janet during its 243-day 
mission. 

Venus is considered Earth's 
virtual twin in terms of size, mass, 
density and distance from the 
Sun. although the planet's surface 
has been healed to 900 degrees 
Fahrenheit (482 Celsius) by a 
runaway “greenhouse effect.” 

M age llan s goal to team exactly' 
what forces shape Venus, and 
whether its crust is broken into 
giant drifting plates like those 
that Carry continents across the 
face of the Earth. 

Many scientists believe Venu- 
sian crustal movements are pre- 
dominated by “hot spots” — ris- 
ing subterranean plumes of mol- 
ten rock tike those that created 
the Hawaiian Islands. 



British writer wins 
Venice Festival 
with first film 

VENICE, Italy (R) — British 
playwright Tom Stoppard won 
the Venice Film Festival's top 
Golden Lion Award for his first 
film . Rosencrantz and GmWenst- 
em Are Dead — a decision 
booed by Italian critics. Their 
chorus of disapproval drowned 
out cheers as the jury, headed by 
American writer Gore Vidal, 
announced the unexpected award 
for Stoppard’s screen version of 
his successful 1966 stage fantasy 
about two minor characters in 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. American 
Martin Scorsese's gangster movie 
GoodfeUas, which stars Robert 
de Niro in a New York under- 
world of stran glings and stab- 
bin gs. won the Silver Lion Award 
for Best Director. The jury 
awarded a special prize to New 
Zealand Director Jane Campion 
for An Angel At My Table. The 
award for Best Actor went to 
Oleg Borisov for the Bulgarian 
production Edinstvenijat Svidetel 
(The Only Witness) and Best 
Actress was Gloria Munchmeyer 
for the Chilean La Luna En El 
Espejo (The Moon in the Mir- 
ror). Italian Actor Marcello Mas- 
troianni and Hungarian Director 
Miklos Jancso were both given 
special awards as tributes to their 
careers. 

Queen Elizabeth 
is worth a 
royal fortune 

LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth. the world's richest 
woman, has a royal fortune of 
£6.7 billion (S12.7 billion), 
according to a new study of Bri- 
tain’s 400 wealthiest people. The 
findings, published in the Sunday 
Tunes, showed that Britain's aris- 
tocrats and landowners have 
mostly kept their grip on the 
country’s wealth. But Queen Eli- 
zabeth's fortune of art master- 
pieces and glittering jewels far 
outshines others. She has several 
hundred Leonardo Da Vinci 
drawings, dozens of Dutch and 
Italian masterpieces, antiques 
fttflth require a 75- volume cjstfi- 
IbgHe. a 330-yohxine stamp collec- 
tion and jewels that include more 
than 20 tiaras. The queen also 
owns tens of thousands of acres of 
land and a portfolio of shares 
probably worth about £25 billion 
($4.8 billion), the study said. Her 
eldest son. Prince Charles, as heir 
to the queen's billions, is placed 
second although his present 
worth is estimated at just £200 
million ($380 million). The Duke 
of Westminster, who owns exten- 
sive real estate in London, is 
ranked third with £4.2 billion ($8 
billion). 

U.K. police arrest 
feline fugitive 

LONDON (R) — A feline fugi- 
tive from the Gulf crisis flew from 
Kuwait straight into the arms of 
British police Saturday night. A 
U.S.-chartered Iraqi plane which 
brought 169 Westerners, mostly 
American women and children, 
to London from Kuwait via Bagh- 
dad also carried a cat. belonging 
to the only British woman on the 
flight. Police promptly took the 
cat into six months' custody 
under Britain's stria quarantine 
rules. 

Mysterious Hindu 
symbol spotted in 
Oregon desert 

GRANTS PASS. Oregon (AP) 
— A huge Hindu meditation sym- 
bol has been mysteriously plowed 
into a remote dry lake b«J in the 
southeastern Oregon Desert, a 
spokesman for the Idaho Air 
National Guard said. The sym- 
bol. known as a Sriy antra, mea- 
sures about a quarter-mile (.4 
kilometres) across. It Ls precisely 
laid out in the Aivord Desert 
along a training run often used by 
air guard pilots, said Capt. 
Michael Goilaher of the 124th 
Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
in Boise. “The word out at this 
time is that this is some type of 
man-made object.” said Gollah- 
er. "Most of the speculation is 
this is probably some sort of cult 
thing. The pictorgraph was first 
reported on Aug. 10 Lt.-Col. Bill 
Miller, who returned Aug. 24 and 
photographed it from his RF-4C 
Phantom jet. said Goilaher. He 
said it s unlikely the design was 
built before the middle qf June 
because pilots would have spot- 
ted it. The design is a square with 
T-shaped appendages on all four 
sides. Inside are three concentric 
circles of lotus leaves. Inside 
those are nine graduated triang- 
Jp. four pointing one way and 
five pointing the opposite, all 
overlapping. At the very centre is 
another circle. “It’s a focusing 
“ wee in meditation." said Gol- 
jaher. "This particular one sym- 
bolises the continuing of genera- 
tions. It’s a fertility type of thing. . 
the continuation of the species 
and the Earth.” 






